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DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS. 








The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (Devevor- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations ccn- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
etc., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, ete. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Over 60,000 samples of goods of Foreign manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
the Department at 3, Guildhall Courtyard, E.C., and are 
now available for the inspection of British manufacturers. 

Arrangements are now in progress for the BRITISH 


INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, and a Supplement of the ‘‘Board 














of Trade Journal’? dated Sth May, 1919, gives detailed 
instructions to exhibitors. ‘The Office dealing with Fair 
matters is at 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1, to 
which address all enquiries should be made. 


In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor- 
tunity of familiarising themselves with Foreign methods of 
advertising (including German and Austrian), the Board of 
Trade have collected over 13,000 Foreign Trade Catalogues, 
and these may be inspected by British manufacturers at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelli- 
gence), 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2. 


A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 


All communications intended for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 35, 
Old Queen Street, London S.W. 1. 





OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register affords early information to mann- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad hefore 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 

The Regisier is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the “‘Board of Trade Journal’). 
It is not open to non-British traders. 


Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 


Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register shovld communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
[Development ane Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 
ondon, E.C. 2. 





FORM K. 


Hi.M. Consular Ojfcers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the commercial 





and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
European references, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 


In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘Form K”’ system of information, a wide circulation is 
ESSENTIAL. 

A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and British 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 


1. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘‘l’orm Kk,” 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
St. James’s Street. London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. 

















we = 


veer 


we Nr 





ol 











January 1, 1920. 


THE BOARD OF 


TRADE JOURNAL. 














[Crown Copyright Rese rved, 
Fwtracts nay be published if the 
souree be duly acknowledged, 


oard of Trade Journal 


AND COMMERCIAL GAZETTE. 





~ Von. CIV. (8%) No. 1205 | 


JANUARY ist, 1920 


[Price Sixpence Net 





CONTENTS — 
e 
PAGE SHIPPING AND DOCKS oe ve 20-21 
THE BOARD OF TRADE oe oe ee 2-3 United Kingdom : Casualty Returns, November, 1919. 
Coal: Weekly Output. Australia : South Australian Harbour Regulations. 
Patents, Designs and Trade Marks: The New Acts. Fijt : Importance of Suva. 
The Non-Ferrous Mining Committee. Belgium : Harbour Developments at Ostend. 
Export Credit Scleme. Formosa : Takow Harbour Works. 
T ( F VERSE AS TRA EB ” RAILWAYS, ETC. ee ee *e *-. 21-22 
) ‘ sa 4 a) . . e 
DEPARTMENT OF OVE D France : Administration of Railways Extended. 
Visit of H.M. Commercial Counsellor for Sein 3 to the [taly : Electrification of Leghorn- -Florence and Rome- 
United Kingdom. Adriatic Lines 
Catalogues and Small Samples for Antwerp. Japan : Un lergronnd Electric Railway for Tokio. 
British Chamber of Commerce Formed in Vienna. Poland : “Dire ‘etions to Intending Travellers. 
Immediate Requirements of Serbia. Uruguay: State Ac ‘quisition of Railwavs. 
Commission Agents Overseas. ; 
MINERALS AND METALS 22-23 
SPECIAL ARTICLES oe oe gf Ne 4-9 Costa Rica: Mining Laws. 
The American Cotton Belt: Present Conditions and Japan: Production, Export and Tmport of Coal, 
Future Prospects. . 1913-18. 
Trade in South China: A Visit to Swatow, Foochow, United States of America: Yvon, Steel, and Copper 
and Amoy. | Move ‘ments. 
The Monumental Granite Industry. 
NOTES ON TRADE . oe = = 10 TEXTILES 
German Activity in Canada. Wiis att “8 -+ 23-24 
Promotion of Anglo-American Trade. Mesopotamia : Classes of Marketable Wools. 
Openings in Abyssinia. China: Openings for British Manufacturers. 
Motor Tr: ansport in American Industries. 
Substitutes for Timber. CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF 
Suez Canal Transit Dues. CHANGES aia #4 24-27 


Smyina Millet Crop. 


EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS 7 = 
Dantzig Fair. 
Swiss Industries Fair. 
Proposed Exhibition at Reval. 
Venice Art Exhibition. 
Exhibition at Lille. 
Paris Salon for Ap;lied Arts. 
Forthcoming Fairs. 


IMPERIAL AND POREIGN TRADE - 
BRITISH EMPIRE 
British India: Weekly Cable. 


Canada: Excessive Fire Losses in Ontario. 
New Zealand : Electric Power Supply and sores Regu- 
lations. 

South Africa : Co-operative Farming Moveme “* 

Federated Malay States: Increased American Competi- 
tion. 

Cook Islands : Trade in 1918-19. 

Cyprus : The Locust Bean Crop. 


EUROPE - - - 
Belgium : Inland Postal Tariff. 
Greece: Trade at the Pirzeus. 
Greece (Chios) ; Production in 1918. 
Livonia: Trade Situation. 
South Russia ; Activity of Czecho-Slovak Mission. 


NEAR EAST 
Palestine : Company Re gistration in Occupied Enemy 
Territories. 

Commercial Value of Palmetto Leaves. 


11-12 


12-18 
12-14 


14-15 


15-16 


Morocco : 


ASIA 
Siam: Trade of Bangkok, 1918-19. 
Industrial Development. 


16-18 


LATIN-AMERICA - ei xe 18 
Brazil: The Anhinga Fibre Industry. 
Chile: Additional Loan to Nitrate Producers. 
Cuba : Foreign Trade, 1918-19. 


FINANCE AND BANKING ee ++ eo. 49 
Italy : Operation of Financial Measures. 
The Capital Tax. 
Causes of High Rate of Exchange. 
Mexico: New Coinage, 











BRITISH EMPIRE es D4 
Australia ; Prohibition ot Importation of Certain Food 
Containers. 


Canada ; Customs Decisions. 
FOREIGN -« 2437 
Brazil : Export ation of Forei ‘ign Meat Prohibited. 


Customs Decisions. 
Increase of Import Duties on Motor Vehicles, 
Ete. 
Export Prohibitions Raised. 
France ; Export of Flax Prohibited. 
Netherlands: FE xport Prohibitions Relaxed. 
Portugal : Control of Imports and Exports and Exchange 
Operations. 


Denmark : 


Sweden : Cereal Import and Sale Monopoly: Customs 
Duties on Cereals. 
Tunis : Increased Customs Duties on Tobacco. 


Increased Tax on Mechanical Lighters. 
Prohibition of Importation of Newsprint 
Paper Withdrawn. 
United States of America: Customs Decisions. 


PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES ‘ “i 27 
Brazil: Projected Revision of the Customs Tariff. 
OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE .. - 289 
GOVERNMENT cee eabeeneranes 
TRADE - : ; 29 
EXPORT SECTION - os ee oe - 29 
POSTAL SECTION ‘ oe on “ 29 


Postal Imports into Me ‘sopotamia: 

Mails for Tristan da Cunha. 

Foreign and Colonial Parcel Post : 
Service. 

Parcels for Sweden Containing Articles of Celluloid. 


Cash on Delivery 


FOOD SECTION 30-31 
GENERAL SECTION .. a ‘a ae 31 32 
Railways and Canals. 
Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act: Licences. 
Retail Business (Licensing) Order, 1918. 

COMMERCIAL RETURNS .. 32 


Cotton Imports and Exports 








TRADE 


JOURNAL. JaNuARY 1, 1920, 


—_ —— 





2 THE BOARD OF 





The Board of Trade. 


CUAL. 
WEEKLY OUTPUT IN TONS 

Provisional figures of the weekly tonnage output oi 
coal during the four weeks ended 20th December are 
civen below. 
~ The total output of 4,910,106 tons marks a further 
substantial increase of production, exceeding by prac- 
tically 24,000 tons the output for the previous week, 
which was the highest weekly out-turn since May. 








District. 2th Nov. 6th Dec. 13th Dec. 20th Dec. 
Northumberland ...... 235,505 235,487 226,536 258,155 
SEE . 627,999 664 461 636,062 676,015 
¥ orkshire 7 770,539 781,506 799 873 ¢t00,147 
|. ncashire, Cheshire 

and North Wales 456 ,794 457.535 466.479 455.311 
Derby, Nottingham 
and Leicester ........ 579 269 591.2561 994 575 580.638 


Sti iffor ‘dshire, Shrop- 
shire, War wick and 
Worcester ............ 558 620 907.975 80 622 372.135 

South Wales and 
Monmouthshire 

Other English Dis- 
iia ais 100.451 102,409 104.596 106,145 

Scotland 674.534 662 645 680.918 979.908 


955,179 45.24] 996.497 997.315 


1.806.156 4,910,106 


re 


| ae © #08, 4 729 4 808. 524 


SU MMARY SINCE MAY 3 
The total production weekly of coal since 31st May. 
1919, is given below :— | | 
May 3ist....... 4.812 |G September 13th 4,489,816 
Tune 7th ......... 4,644,034 September 20th 4,450,508 
i 3,256,508 September 27th 4,461,434 
2,871,610 


June 


June Bist .. A.736.841 October 4th 

June 28th ...... 4,806,955 ree yr Lith 4,076,862 

July Sth ...... ..4,728,588 October 18th 4,727,465 

July 12th ...... 1.796.148 alae 25th ... 4,761,087 

July 19th ...... 3,893,651 November Ist... 4,674,532 

July 26th ...... 9.537,954 November 8th 804,456 
679,402 


4 

August 2nd 3,614,776 November 15th 4 

August 9th ...... 2.642, 895 | 

Aucust 16th 3.726.499 November 29th 4 
Aucust 23rd 3,989,762 Wecember 6th 4 808,524 

{ 

{ 


h 
November 22nd 


August 30th — 4.354.98% December 13th 
September 6th 4.509.863 December 20th 


SIGNS AND TRADE MARKS. 
THE NEW ACTS 


Attention is drawn to the provisions of the Patents 
and Designs Act, 1919, and the Trade Marks Act, 1919, 
which received the Royal Assent on the 23rd December, 
1919. | 

These Acts amend the law of Patents, Designs and 
Trade Marks in many important respects 

PATENTS AND Desitans Act. 


PATENTS, D 





With certain exceptions, the Patents and Designs Act, 
1919, came into operation upon ‘he date of the passing 
of the Act, and the following provisions which amongst 
others came into foree immediately should be noted :—- 

Section 4.—Opposition to grant of patent.—The ground 
of opposition to the grant of a patent prescribed by Section 
11 (b) of the Act of 1907 has been extended to include prior 
publication in the United Kingdom (with certain limitations 
as regards prior publication in British specifications), and 
an additional ground of opposition to applications for 
patents under Section 91 of the Act of 1997 is provided. 

Section 6.—Term of Patent.—The term of all patents in 
force at the date of the passing of the Act, and of all 
patents granted after that date, is extended from fourteen 
vears to sixteen vears, subiect to certain safeguards in the 
case of existing patents. The fees to be paid in respect of 
this extension of term will be prescribed and announced in 
due course. 

Section 16. Reastration of assianments, ete., of patents 
and desiqns.—Amends Section 71 of the Act of 1907, and pro- 
vides that all assirmnments, etc.. must now be recistered. 

Section 18.—Reqistrotion of Patent Aacnts.—This section 
provides for the eomnn'sorv registration of all persons 
practising or describing themselves as patent agents. 





THE BOARD OF TRADE —continued. 





Schedule.—Amendment of Section 9 of the Act of 1907.— 
The time tor leaving a complete specification on an applica- 
tion originally accompanied by a provisional specification is 
extended from six months to nine months. 

The times for acceptance of a complete specification and 
scaling of a patent are also extended by three months. 

Trape Marks Act. 

The Trade Marks Act, 1919, will come into operation 
on Ist April, 1920. It amends the law of Trade Marks 
in several linportant respects. 

Copies of the Patents and Designs Act, 1919, price 
3d. each, by post 44d., and of the Trade Marks Act, 
1919, price 2d. each, bx post Sd., ean be obtained from 
the Patent Office Sale Branch, 25, Southampton Build. 
ines, London, W.C.2, 

RULES AND FREs. 

In consequence of this legislation, amendments of the 
Rules and Fees are now being framed and notice will 
ye given in the ** Board of Trade Journal ’’ when the 


tudes cibee published, 


THE NON-FERROUS MINING COMMITTEE. 

The Conunittee appointed by the Board of Trade to 
Inquive Intc non-ferrous mining lias adiourned for the 

ication, after having examined a number of witnesses 
on Lead and Zinc Mining. It will resume its meetings 
under the Chairmanship of Mr. H. B. Betterton, M_P.. 
on the 6th January. 


Mines in the Halkyn District of Flintshire were repre- 
sented by Mr. Noel Humphreys, Managing Director of the 
Kast Halkvn Mining Company, Mr. Walter Conway, Secre- 
tarv of the North Hendre Lead Mining C ompany, and Mr 
J. L. Francis. of the firm of Matthew Francis and Son. 
Managers of the South Halkyn Mines and Engineers to the 
Halkyn District Mines Drainage Company. They stated 
that the mines in the district were now worked down to. 
or below, the level of the existing drainage tunnel, and they 
were of the opinion that the completion of the new sea-level 
tunnel was essential if mining was to continue in the district, 
and that State aid could usefully be given to that end. 
They favoured pumping at the North Hendre, Llynypandy., 
and South H: alkvn mines, under a scheme, inaugurated and 
nearly completed during the war with the financial assist- 
ance of the Ministry of Munitions, as the tunnel could then 
he driven from several points of attack to the iron shaft 
in two and a half vears: while if it were driven from one 
end only it would not be completed for eight or nine years, 
They were of the opinion that if the mines were drained to 
this level there was a promising future for the industry in 
the Halkvn District. 

Mr. J. Dodd appeared for the Halkyn District Mines 
Drainage Company. and explained the plans of that Com- 
pany for draining the mines. The Ministry of Munitions 
holds a mortgage on the company’s assets in respect of the 
advances made in connection with the pumping scheme. 
The Company, if released from this mortgage, proposed to 
raise capital to proceed with the further driving of the sea- 
level tunnel. 

Mr. Philip Jones, Manager of the Holywell Halkyn Min- 
ing and Tunnel Company, and Managing Director of the 
Waen and Lerllyn Mines, Ltd.. described the mining opera- 
tions carried on in the past in the district between Talargoch 
and Halkwn, and recapitulated the historv and financial 
position of the Holywell Haikyn Tunnel Company. He 
thought that the Government could most effectually help 
this district by proceeding with the scheme for the Mid- 
Flintshire Light Railway, by providing cheap electric power 
from a central station to be erected at Queensferry, and by 
euarantceing minimum prices for galena and blende. 

Mr. Areall. Managing Director of the Nantvmwvn Mine. 
gave evidence relating to the work done by this Company, 
and referred to the difficulty placed in the way of further 
development by the shortage of houses in the district. 

Mr. T. Miller, Manager of the Welsh Van Mine, stated 
the reasons for the stoppage of work that had occurred 
there. and explained the plans of his Company for the 
future development of the Van. Nantiago and New Castell 
mines. He advocated the establishment of a Department of 
Mines, the revision of mining and mineral laws, and the 
esteblishment by the Government of a Customs works to 
smelt home-produced ores 

Mr. R. R. Nancarrow, Manager of the Lisburne Develop- 
ment Svndicate. Ttd., and the Welsh Mines Corporation, 
Ltd... gave evidence respecting developments proposed to 
he walee taken by these companies, and ¢ xpressed the opinion 
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that there was a promising tuture for lead mining in this 
country. He suggested that State aid should take the form 
of a bonus of 7s. 6d. a foot on all approved development 
work, and of a minimum price for the products got in rela. 
tion to the increase in mining costs since 1914. He proposed 
that such assistance should be given for five years. 

Mr. Horace Boot, of the Aberllyn Mines, Ltd., represented 
the mines of the Conway Valley. He referred to the difh- 
culties caused by high wages and the shortage of labour, 
and was of the opinion that help should be given to the 
industry by the guarantee of a market for blende at a 
reasonable price, by an amendment of the system of royal- 
ties in vogue and by the establishment of a Department of 
Mines to investigate and remedy the troubles of the mine- 
owners. 

Professor O. T. James, of the University of Manchester, 
gave the Committee the benefit of the results of the investi- 
vations he has recently undertaken for the Geological Sur- 
vey in the mining district of Cardiganshire and West Mont- 
gomeryshire. He expressed the view that new ore bodies 
eould only be opened up in this district by extensive 
prospecting and development. 


me i. 6 


EXPORTS CREDIT SCHEME. 
the Board of Trade announce that Roumania bas 
been added to the list of countries to which the 
Exports Credit Scheme applies. 





———— eee 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


VISIT OF H.M. COMMERCIAL COUNSELLOR 
FOR JAPAN TO THE UNITED KINGDOM. 
In aC -cordance with the practice that has been estab- 

lished for His Majesty ~ chal Commercial Intelli- 

sence Officers when in this country to visit various 

‘dustrial and commercial areas in order that imanu- 

facturers and merchants may have the cpportunity of 

consulting them on any matters connected with thei 
business or of obtaining information as to the possi- 
pilities of extending their overseas trade, it has been 
wranged for Mr. FE. F. Crowe, C.M.G., His Majesty's 

Commercial Counsellor in Japan, to undertake « tour 

of certain areas, 

Mr. Crowe is at present in London and will com- 
mence his tour in the beginning of the new year. It 
is proposed provisionally that visits shall be paid to 
Dublin, Belfast, Birmingham, the Potteries, Coventry, 
Manchester, Liverpool, Leeds, Sheffield, Bri \dford, 
Glascow, Ne — on-Tyne, Nottingham, Leicester, 
and to such other centres as British firms desire and 
circumstances permit. Mr. Crowe will be pleased to 
meet manufacturers and merehants who wish to consult 
him in regard to steps to be taken for opening up trade 
with Jnpan, and who are desirous of obtaining advice 
and information as to the state of trade in that country. 
Among the matters in regard to which he will be pre- 
pared to give information and advice are the general 
state of trade in Japan, appointment of agents, methods 
of marketing and distribution of goods, terms of pay- 
ment, statistics of imports, rates of Customs duties, ‘ana 
general information as to the openings existing for 
British goods. 

Firms desirous of meeting Mr, Crowe should com- 
municate with the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 


Old Queen Street, S.W. 








CATALOGUES AND SMALL SAMPLES FOR 
ANTWERP. 

H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp states that in view 
of the fortheoming transfer of the Consulate-General 
t more commodious premises it is desired to obtain 
the supply of a larger and more varied collection of trade 
catalogues and samples than is available at present. 
In the new offices a large room is being set aside solely 
for the exhibition of British trade catalogues, ete., ond 
itis hoped that it will be possible to keen this room well 
provided with printed matter and small samples cover- 
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ing us far as possible the greater part of British 
Industries. 

The catalogues received hitherto, it is stated, have 
been confined almost entirely to the engineering 
and building trades, but Belgium is now sufficiently 
restored to be interested in the whole range of British 
manufactures. 

In the case of manufactures of small bulk, or of those 
which do not lend themselves to representation in cata- 
logues, the receipt of small samples for exhibition would 
be welcomed by the Consul-General. Catalogues, ete., 
should be posted direct to His Britannic “Majesty’s S 
Consul-General, British Consulate-General, Antwerp. 





BRITISH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
FORMED IN VIENNA. 

As the transaction of business in Austria was 
rendered extremely difficult by the various restrictions 
in force in that country, British merchants carrying 
on business there considered that the time had arrived 
when they should hiave some organisation to help them. 
They, therefore, held several meetings, with the result 
that a British Chamber of Commerce has now been 
constituted in Vienna, with offices at 7, Giselastrasse, 
Vienna, 

In connection with the inauguration of the Chamber 
the followmg appointments have been made :— 

Hon. President, Sir Maurice de Bunsen, late H.M. 

Ambassador. 

President, Hon. I°. O. Lindley, H.M. High Com- 

missioner. 

Vice-President, Mr. O. S. Phillpotts, O.B.E., British 

Commercial Commissioner. 

Secretary, Mr. Huber. 

Treasurer, Mr. Lowe. 





IMMEDIATE REQUIREMENTS OF SERBIA. 

A number of schedules may be consulted on applica- 
tion to the Near East Section of the Department of 
Overseas Trade, setting out particulars of the damage 
to factories in various towns in Serbia, and indicating 
approximately the requirements of the factories (of 
which the names are also given). The schedules are 
translations from the originals which were lent to the 
recent Mission to Serbia by the Serbian Chamber of 
Industries at Belgrade. he schedules are of interest 
to general merchants, particularly those who contem- 
plate sending travellers to the country. 





COMMISSION AGENTS OVERSEAS. 

Advices received by the Department of Overseas 
Trade from various parts of the world, and particularly 
from the Latin American countries, indicate that there 
are many young and energetic Britons resident abroad 
who see possibilities for the extension of British trade, 
and who wish to be given an opportunity to push busi- 
ness in certain lines. 

In view of the fact, however, that their experience 
has been confined to subordinate positions in a merchant 
house, there is a certain amount of hesitancy on the 
part of United Kingdom houses to accept their services 
if they desire to go into business on their own account. 
This is to be r¢ earetted in that trade opportunities may 
thereby be missed. 

The aspirant agent is usually only able to work en a 
comisission basis, but should United Kingdom firms 
desire to give a trial to an application that may be 
before them, particulars as to the general character and 
eommerecial ability of the ipplicant ean be obtained 
for them by the Department of Overseas Trade. In 
cases Where an application has, in the first instance, 
been made through an Overseas Representative of the 


Department, the latter supplies the necessary informa- 


ne concerning the anplicant, together w ith his view 
to the desirability of fixing up an agency. 
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Special Articles. 
THE AMERICAN COTTON BELT. § 


PRESENT CONDITIONS AND FUTURE 


PROSPECTS. 

In August Jast Mr. J. A. Todd, Secretary of the 
Empire Cotton Growing Comittee, went to the United 
States, and during September and October made a 
tour of the American Cotton Belt. The main purpose 
of his journey was the investigation of the following 
points: — 

1. The extent ot the Boll-weevil invasion into the 
Sea Island territory, and the possibility of com- 
bating the pest. 

2. The prospects of ** Meade ’’ cotton—a long staple 
Upland variety in the Sea Island districts of 
which the Committee had heard very favourable 
reports. 

3. The prospects otf development of Egyptian cotton 
in Arizona and California. 

|. The progress made since his last visit in 1913 in 
the developments of medium staple cotton in 
various districts in America, and 

5 The general position with regard to the cost of 
production of cotton in America and its effect on 
prices and on the future prospects of the acreage 
to be placed under cotton, 

Mr. Todd has made a detailed report te the Com- 
mittee (of which Sir Henry Birchenough, K.C.M.G., 
is the Chairman) upon the results of his investigations, 
and we propose to give a considerable number ot 
extracts from that Report. The latter portion, which 
deals with the costs of production and the prospects 
of future acreage, is given in full. 











SEA ISLAND POSITION. 

Mr. Todd traces the progress of the boll-weevil 
since It first came into Texas from Mexico in 1892. 
In 1918 its depredations reduced the total Sea Island 
crop to about 50,000 bates. The weevil further advanced 
in 1919, and the crop in the ‘ Islands”? was not 
expected to exceed 5,000 bales, and in Florida’ and 
Greorgia 10,000 bales. The Report proceeds :— 

The prospects for next year (1920) point to the virtual 
abandonment of Sea Island cotton in Florida and Georgia. 
The whole position of the Seca Island crop is therefore as 
serious as it well could be, and the only hope is that some 
method of combating the pest may still be evolved. In 
this connection I made careful enquiries as to the prospects 
of a new method of poisoning which has been put forward 
by the Federal Department of Agriculture and has been 
very carefully tested on a large estate in Mississippi and also 
at a Government Experimental Station in Louisiana. The 
results are very hopetul, but there are serious practical diffi- 
culties to be faced in the application of the system which 
may prevent its general adoption. The method is to spray 
the plants with a very fine powder of calcium arsenate, but 
the work must be done under special conditions and with 
yreat care. A deputation of planters from the Sea Island 
districts recently visited the Mississippi plantation, and on 
their return issued a report to the Sea Island planters 
giving the result of their enquiry. They are evidently deter- 
mined to give the method a full trial in the Sea Island 
country next year, but it is doubtful whether it will be a 
success except on the large estates owned by white planters, 
and even there it will be necessary to reduce their acreage 
considerably in order that the area under cotton may be 
effectually dealt with. While therefore there is reasonable 
ground to hope that part, at least, of the area under Sea 
Island cotton may be saved, it would be unwise at the present 
stage to expect that this method will be generally adopted 
throughout the Cotton Belt, especially by the small planters 
who still constitute a large proportion of the cotton growers. 
[t is very doubtful therefore whether any substantial part of 
the Florida and Georgia crop will be saved. 


“ MEADE” COTTON. 


Of ‘‘ Meade ’’ cotton Mr. Todd says that this rew 
variety is in certain respects the most promising of the 
many long staple varieties that have been evolved during 
recent vears bv the work of the Federal Department of 
Acriculture. It was first discovered by chance at the 
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Governinent Experiment Station at Clarksville, North 
Texas, in a field of a black-seeded variety which appears 
to have been contused with another well-known variety 
called ** Black Rattler.”” It has been tried in various 
districts, but so far without any conspicuous success, 
except, apparently, in the former Sea Island districts 
of Florida and Georgia. He adds :— 


} was unfortunately unable to meet the members of the 
staff who are mainly responsible for it, as they were on 
tour in different districts; but from all the information | 
was able to gather it would apparently be dangerous to 
promise great results from this cotton. The staple is un- 
doubtedly of good length (14 in.), but so far it seems to be 
lacking in strength, and although this may be remedied by 
further selection, it is doubtful whether the variety will 
compete successfully with other medium staple cottons. It 
appears, however, to have a good chance in Florida and 
Georgia, where, although not so good as the real Sea Island 
varieties, it is much better than the short staple varieties, 
which are at present the only alternative in these districts. 

There are, however, already indications that the extended 
use of Meade cotton in these districts is likely to meet with 
the same difficulty that has obtained in the production ot 
improved cotton, not only throughout America but in every 
other part of the world, namely, the difficulty of keeping 
the seed supply pure. Thus in one trial row of Meade cotton 
Which [I saw at Hartsville, South Carolina, I found a typical 
Sea Island plant, duc, in all probability, to accidental mix- 
ture of the seed, which was grown in a Sea Island district. 
The Department of Agriculture have already had the greatest 
difficulty in getting the growers of Meade cotton to keep it 
apart, not only from Sea Island but also from the short staple 
varieties which are now generally grown in the inland Sea 
Island districts. There is, therefore, grave reason to fear 
that the possibilities of Meade cotton may be thrown away, 
owing to the difficulty of preventing mixture with other 
varieties. 

Another very interesting experiment has been made with 
this cotton in an entirely different district, namely the 
Imperial Valley in South Carolina. One large estate there, 
Which is actually across the Mexican berder in the Southern 
end of the Imperial Valley, has for some years been trying 
the Meade seed and the manager has promised to let us have 
samples of this year’s crop. It would be rather surprising 
if a cotton, which is apparently doing well under Sea Island 
conditions, should also prove a success under the totally 
different conditions of a very much hotter country under 
irrigation, tut the results will be awaited with great inter- 
est. It would be a matter of great importance if Meade 
cotton were a success in California, because there it would be 
possible, though not easy, to secure its general adoption as 
the exclusive seed supply for a whole district, so as to avoid 
the dangers of mixing above referred to. 

ARIZONA AND CALIFORNIA, 

Much interest has been aroused in this country by 
reports of the development of good Kgyptian cotton in 
Arizona and California, and Mr. Todd spent some time 
in both these districts. The position, he says, has now 
become fairly clear. 

In the Salt River Valley in Arizona there is a very sub- 
stantial acreage under a variety known as Pima, which is 
apparently a selection from the earlier varieties of Egyptian 
cotton introduced into Arizona some years ago, and it is 
said to give a lint equal to the best varieties of Egyptian 
Sakel. The industry has been taken in hand in a most 
satisfactory way, which is largely due to the fact that there 
are in the district a number of men of good standing, and 
with large financial backing, who, under the guidance of the 
Federal Department of Agriculture have adopted methods ot 
maintaining a pure seed supply with this extremely satis- 
factory result. The whole district, which is irrigated by 
canals from the Roosevelt Dam and by wells, is now under 
the one variety of cotton and the methods of ginning and 
handling of the crop leave very little to be desired. The 
only drawback is that the climate is not quite rainless, and 
rain sometimes occurs during the picking season. The re- 
sult is that the condition of the crop is not so satisfactory 
as it might have been. At the same time the ginning out- 
turn is very low, being only about 26 per cent. 

Another interesting feature of the district is the develop- 
ment of a problem similar to that experienced in Egypt 
since 1909, namely, the water-logging of the sub-soil. This 
again, however, is being tackled in a very efficient manner 
by putting down a number of deep wells, which not only 
help to keep the surface water table at a safe level, but 
have also added materially to the water supply available 
for irrigation. The two estates of the Goodyear Tyre Com- 
pany, for example, are almost entirely worked by this well 
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water, Which though shghtly alkaline tn character seems so 
far to be satistactory. 

There is, however, one difficulty to be faced in this dis- 
trict, namely the iack of labour, especially for picking. The 
local labour force is entirely inadequate, and has to be sup- 
plemented every season by importing large drafts of labour 
from across the border in Mexico. In view of the American 
labour laws this could only be done by special licence as a 
War emergency measure and great efforts are being made to 
have it continued. The cost of picking shows a strong ten- 
dency to rise, At present it is 3 cents, a lb. for seed cotton, 
which with the low ginning out-turn above referred to means 
a picking cost of 10 to 12 cents per Ib. for the iint. The 
whole organisation of the district is being directed towards 
preventing the price rising above this level; but it is open 
to doubt whether in view of the rising costs everywhere else, 
their success in keeping the price down may not lead to a 
reduction of the supply of labour. Egyptian cotton is much 
more difficult to pick than American short staple, and in 
adjacent districts (Yuma and the Imperial Valley) the price 
of picking American is only with great difficulty kept under 
3 cents per lb. Compared with this, 4 cents a lb. for Egyp- 
tian would not be too high, and that rate is often paid in 
the Imperial Valley. 

This imported labour is also responsible for another great 
danger which threatens the Arizona crop, namely the intro- 
duction of boll weevil and pink boll worm. Every care is be- 
ing exercised to prevent this, but on several occasions the 
Mexicans have been found in possession of cotton bags 
which had already been used in districts affected by these 
pests, and there is considerable anxiety lest in this or some 
similar way these pests should evade the vigilance of the 
authorities. If they do so, the consequences are hound ta 
be serious. 

PossiBLE EXTENSION. 

With regard to the possibilities of extension of the area 
under Egyptian cotton in Arizona, the prospects are hopeful 
though rather vague. There are many small isolated valleys 
scattered over this part of the continent’ where, 
either by large irrigation schemes or the development of 
pump irrigation, a water supply could be secured which would 
enable good Egyptian cotton to be grown. Several of these 
schemes are in a more or less advanced state, but it is not 
possible yet to say when they will give definite results. At 
present the total yield of Egyptian cotton for 1919 is vari- 
ously estimated at from 40,000 to 60,000 bales, and there is 
every reason to hope that this total might be increased in 
course of time to 100,000 bales or perhaps even some day to 
950,000 baies. That figure, however, would probably be the 
outside limit. and its possibility is very remote. 


Yuma AND THE ImMpreRIAL VALLEY. 

Passing on to Yuma and the Imperial Valley the state of 
affairs there is very unlike that already described in the 
Sait River Valley. This is all the more regrettable because 
it is clear that at first these districts proved equally suitable 
with the Salt River Valley for the growing of fine cotton, 
and the fact that they have ceased to do so is almost entirely 
due to the conditions under which the crop has been handled 
rather than to any natural difficulties. The root of the 
difference is that there are no big men in these districts to 
control the industry and see that it is run on proper lines. 
Cotton is grown by small planters, mostly white, and the 
attempt to organise the industry on a community basis, with 
a proper system of seed selection and control, has broken 
down coinpletely. The result is that the bulk of the cotton 
now produced in these districts is a heterogeneous mass of 
almost every kind of cotton, from Egyptian down to short 
staple American, and with.every sort of hybrid between these 
different varieties. It must, however, be pointed out that it 
is still not too late to remedy the present unsatisfactory con- 
dition of affairs, and throw the whole of these districts back 
to fine cotton, if the matter were taken up with sufficient 
energy by the proper kind of people, who would organise 
the community on the lines followed so successfully in Salt 
River Valley. 

Finally it should be noted that in the southern part of the 
Imperial Valley across the Mexican border there is a con- 
siderable acreage under cotton where the conditions, especi- 
ally in respect of the labour supply, are entirely different 
from those north of the border line. Being free from the 
American prohibition of the import of contract labour, the 
Plantérs in this part of Mexico are able to import Chinese 
labour under agreement for a period of years, and the re- 
sult of this system is that the industry there is flourishing. 


MEDIUM STAPLE COTTONS. 

In 1915 Mr. Todd was struck by the development 
which had taken place in the production of improved 
upland cottons of medium staple, say, about 11 in. 
In many parts of the United States, for example, at 
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Clarksville (North Texas) and in Hartsville (South Caro- 
lina), he found planters who, working with improved 
seed, were producing increasing quantities of good staple 
cotton under proper conditions of seed selection, ete. 
These districts were in addition to the well-known 
staple districts of the Mississippi Delta between 
Memphis and Vicksburg, and very little was known out- 
side of America of their existence. Perhaps the most 
interesting of these developments was the work of Mr. 
D. Kt. Coker, at Hartsville, South Carolina, who had 
been for some years constantly selecting and improving 
several varieties, particularly *‘ Webber ’’ and ‘* Harts- 
ville,” and it was a small sample of the former variety 
which, having reached Mesopotamia through’ the 
Punjab, gave such extraordinary results in the first 
experiments in Mesopotamia in 1918. Mr. Todd says: 

On re-visiting Mr. Coker’s district this year (1919), 
I was very much struck by the progress he has made during 
the interval. He has now established the reputation 
of his seeds among the growers, as well as of his cotton 
among the spinners, and is doing a considerable business of 
a most satisfactory kind. Mr. Coker’s experience, however, 
bears out what we have seen elsewhere, namely, the difficulty 
of finding a proper market for improved cottons in the 
pioneer stage. Mr. Coker has himself faced these difficul- 
ties. and has established connections in Boston and Liver- 
pool, of which his whole district gets the benefit. But there 
is still one difficulty to be faced in the apparently spasmodic 
character of the market for staple cotton. In the autumn 
of 1918, for example, the demand for staple cotton fell off 
completely, with the result that the growers were able to get 
almost no premium at all. This inevitably resulted in a 
serious reduction of the acreage under staple cotton in 1919, 
and now the demand for staple cotton has become so aggres- 
sive that prices have again risen to unprecedented figures. 
This state of affairs is extremely unsatisfactory. There are 
apparently two obstacles to be overcome here. The one is 
the fluctuating character of the demand for staple cottons, 
and the other is the apparently ineradicable tendency of 
certain dealers, when buying staple cotton, to pay for it not 
its full market value but the lowest price that they can 
induce the seller to accept. It was repeatedly pointed out 
to me, as indeed our own experience elsewhere shows, that 
this state of affairs is militating very strongly against the 
development of long staple cottons in America. 

THe DemManp For Motor Tyres. 


This is a]l the more regrettable in view of the fact which 
impressed me almost more than anything else throughout 
this trip, of the enormous demand that is now arising in 
America for staple cotton for automobile tyre fabric. The 
use of automobiles in America is increasing by leaps and 
bounds. The result is a demand for tyres and tyre fabric 
which is likely to become the most serious factor in the whole 
situation with regard to staple cotton. I tried to obtain 
materials for an estimate of the amount required. There 
are said to be over six million cars in the States to-day, and 
this should require something approaching 500,000 bales per 
annum, mostly staple cotton. 


IMPORTING Ecyptian Corton. 


It is interesting to note that during my visit the spinners 
of Egyptian cotton in America were able, owing to the 
foreign exchanges, to import Egyptian cotton at a con- 
siderably lower price than they were paying for cotton of a 
similar character grown in America, and the imports of 
Egyptian cotton into America at that time were very large. 
T see no limit to the quantity of Egyptian cotton which the 
American spinners would use if they could get it at anything 
like a reasonable price, and I think the fine spinners in 
England will have to face very keen competition from the 
American spinners for the reduced supply of staple cotton 
which is now available. Owing to the reduction of the 
Egyptian crop and the reduced area under medium staple 
cotton in America this year, I think it may be estimated that 
the World’s supply of staple cotton, say. 14 in. and above, 
which before the war probably touched two million bales per 
annum, has now been reduced to not more than 13 millions, 
and I need hardly point out that the addition of a new 
demand of anything approaching half-x-million hales is a very 
serious matter. 


COSTS OF PRODUCTION 

ACREAGE. 

We give the text of Mr. Todd’s observations on the 
subject :— 


AND FUTURE 


There is probably no more disputed question than that of 
how the cost of the production of cotton should be calculated 
and what it now amounts to. It is, of course, obvious that 
there is great room for differences of opinion as to the 
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basis of calculation. Everything depends, for example, on 
the average yield per acre which is taken as the basis of the 
estimate. At the Conference, however, we had evidence 
submitted, which seemed fairly reliable, that the cost in 
North and South Carolina, based on an average yield of 2U0 
Ibs, per acre was now a little over 30 cents. On the other 
hand we heard a statement, not very reliable, that the cost 
further South in boll weevil country was as high as 47 cents. 
I do not attempt to express any opinion on these figures, but 
| took the opportunity of going over again the estimate 
which I made in 1913 in Texas and which then brought 
out the figure of 12 cents. That figure must now be raised 
on the same basis to at least 21 cents. Further I am con- 
vinced that the basis of 200 Ibs. per acre upon which I was 
then calculating was too favourable. The average yield in 
Texas now is probably not more than 160 Ibs. per acre, and if 
my calculation is revised on that basis the cost of production 
would be tully 25 cents. I am afraid, therefore, that the 
cotton industry must tace the tact that the cost of production 
is now a great deal higher than it ever was hbetore, and 
certainly a great deal higher than the trade had believed it 
to he. 
Scarcity or Lapocur. 

Whiie, however, it may be impossible to arrive at any 
agreed figure about the cost of production it is quite certain 
that the rising cost is likely to prove a serious factor in 
the future development of the American crop. ‘The rise is 
largely due to increased labour costs, but the planters would 
not mind paying these high wages if they could get the 
labour. The situation is, however, that labour is almost un- 
obtainable at any price. The planters are competing with 
each other for the available supply, with the result that it 
is difficult to state any limit to probabie prices. This year 
for example when I visited South Carolina, where 
the picking rate six years ago was about 75 cents per 100 Ib., 
the season opened at 150 cents per 100, but it very quickly 
rose to two dollars because one planter or another, finding 
it impossible to get Jabour, secretly raised the rate and 
others had to follow suit. This labour scarcity is not a new 
thing. lt was already becoming noticeable six years ago, 
but the war has greatly aggravated it owing to the transter 
of a considerable amount of negro labour to the industrial 
districts of the north, and as long as wages remain so much 
higher in these parts than they used to be, and still are, 
in the South, there is no prospect of the situation being 
remedied. It is affecting the cotton crop in every way. This 
season for example, owing to the wet weather in the early 
summer, the opportunities of cultivating the crop were seri- 
ously restricted, and owing to the inadequate labour supply 
it was impossible to get the fields properly taken care of. 
The result was that in many districts field after field pre- 
sented the appearance of a waving crop of weeds with an 
odd cotton plant standing up here and there among them ; 
and it is said that the acreage abandoned through this and 
other causes will probably amount to at least 4 per cent. of 
the whole area originally planted. 

INFLUENCE oF THE Bott WreEvIt. 

The next factor in the reduction oi acreage is the advance 
ot the boll weevil. The past season nas been ideal from the 
point of view of the pest—a mild winter followed by a wet 
summer—and its progress north and eastwards has been 
very marked. As frequently happens, when the boll weevil 
first strikes a new district the damage done in the first 
year is very serious, and in parts of North Georgia between 
lia Grange and Atlanta it is hard to describe the extent of 
the damage. In many cases large plants had not a single 
flower (square) or young boll left, the plant had been strip- 
ped of everything except half-a-dozen semi-matured bolls at 
the foot, and most of these were pierced by the boll weevil. 
The result has been to create a feeling of alarm amongst the 
planters in this district which will almost certainly lead to 
a reduction of acreage next year, and this applies over a 
very considerable area of country. It must be remembered 
that in former years the crop in Georgia was the second 
largest of all the States. 

MoveMENT Towarvs Diversity or Crops. 


But perhaps the strongest factor in the question of the 
future acreage is the cry for diversification which has come 
as the result of the war conditions and has apparently come 
to stay. The position of the cotton growers has for some 
years back been gradually changing. In the old days they 
grew practically nothing but cotton and bought all their 
supplies. Even before the war, however, the prices they were 
paying for supplies were making a serious inroad on the 
profits from the cotton, and the enormous rise in the price 
of cereals and other foodstuffs during the war has brought 
matters to a head. A very strong agitation has been going 
on to remedy this state of affairs by introducing a crop rota- 
tion, which would not only give the planter more varied 
crops but would also be a much sounder policy for the land 
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irom an agricultural point of view. The Government have 
themselves been pushing this policy, and I think most of the 
delegates at the Conference were convinced, first that the 
planters in the south are determined to adopt this policy, 
right or wrong, and second that it is probably right. It 
may be hoped that in the long run its adoption will not result 
in any reduction of the cotton crop. Diversification and 
more intelligent farming would certainly lead to much 
better cultivation, and everyone admits that a larger yield 
of cotton per acre could easily be obtained throughout 
America, if more efficient methods were adopted in such 
niatters as seed selection, the use of fertilisers, etc., but the 
fact must be faced that the regeneration of the ordinary 
smal! planter on these lines will take a great deal of time, 
and it is very probable that the reduction in acreage will 
come first, and the increased yield per acre not till some time 
Jater. It must, of course, be borne in mind that the weather 
during the five years of the war has been abnormally un- 
fortunate. We have now had five bad years in succession 
(four years of drought and one of flocd), and the chances are 
that next year weather conditions should be more favourable 
with a correspondingly higher average yield per acre. The 
climate of the Cotton Belt, however, is so unreliable that 
this chance cannot be counted on. 
Position 1N TEXAS. 

The question of climate again is likely to affect the 
acreage in Texas, which it must be remembered is the largest 
cotton-yielding State in the Belt, and was responsible in 
pre-war years for the greater part of the annual increase of 
the acreage. The opinion is now gaining ground that 
cotton has been pushed too far in Texas, that in many of 
the new districts, especially in the West, the rainfall is 
normally inadequate, and it is likely that the acreage in 
Texas, instead of continuing to increase, will remain under 
pre-war records. Another small factor tending in the same 
direction is that in many parts of Texas the introduction 
of cattle as an aspect of diversification was impossible, 
owing to the existence of a cattle tick. The Federal Depart- 
ment of Agriculture seem now to have gained control of 
this pest, and it is likely that cattle-dealing in Texas will 
recover at the expense of cotton, to some extent at least. 
Again, the development of the new oilfields in Western 
Texas, though not a serious demand on labour, is a further 
counter-attraction. 

PROBABLE Maximum Crop. 


To sum up, the position with regard to the acreage is as 
follows: For at least twenty-ftve years betore the war the 
acreage in America was on the whole going up steadily, yet 
the increased crop was insufficient to meet the demand, and 
prices were rising. During the war the acreage has heen 
substantially reduced, and now it is absolutely essential 
that we should have within the next few years a return to 
the pre-war acreage and the pre-war rate of increase 1f we 
are to meet the revival of demand to which everything 
points, as soon as conditions become anything like normal 
again. But it is as nearly certain as anything can be that 
we are not going to have a resumption of the pre-war rate 
of inerease of the crop. We shall indeed be fortunate if the 
pre-war acreage of 37 millions is maintained, let aloe 
exceeded, and we have therefore to face the tact that for e 
vood many years to come 15 million bales is likely to be the 
maximum crop that we could expect irom America instead 
of being, as it had become in the years immediately pre- 
ceding the way, a fairly reliable average. 

. Tur ‘‘AUTUMNAL SLuMpP.”’ 


One point more is of great importance. Much has been 
said in recent years of the improved financial condition of 
the cotton growers, and all the evidence | was able to obtain 
certainly went to confirm the truth of this as regards the 
hetter class of planters; but there is a very large class of 
small men, both negroes in the Atlantic States and white 
men in Texas and the other Gulf States, whose financial 
condition is still far from satisfactory. Many of these men 
oily take a farm for one year and are therefore known as 
‘‘croppers.”? They borrow all their supplies and live from 
hand to mouth during the season. If they make a good 
crop they do fairly well; if not, they simply disappear at 
the end of the season, and leave their creditors to bear the 
loss. It is this class of small planter who is responsible tor 
the rush of cotton to the market in the early part of the 
season, which causes the pressure to sell and produces what 
is known as the ‘‘autumnal silump.’’? This has become 4 
regular feature of the cotton season, and its importance 18 
much greater than appears at first sight. The effect is to 
depress the price every year round about December to 
March, which is just the most critical period of the year 
when the planters are making up their minds how much 
cotion to sow. On looking at the records of acreage, 
especially since the war, it is very noticeable that out of the 
five years this autumnal slump took place in all but four, an 
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this one exception, 1918, was the only year when the acreage 
approached the 1913 record. The 1919 crop offers a pertect 
iilustration of the effect of this annual slump, The price 
began falling about August, but the fall became very marked 
aiter the Armistice, and continued in this country till 
February, and in America till March or April. The result 
was a reduction of acceage of about 8 per cent. That and 
the unfortunate weather of this season have resulted in a 
very short crop again, with the consequent rise of prices to 
higher levels than ‘ever. {t need hardly be pointed out that 
this wide fluctuation of prices is very bad for all parties 
concerned, and it is desirable that the attention of the 
Trade should be drawn te the necessity of thinking out ways 
and means for checking it. It may seem a very extreme 
measure to propose that the trade itself should take steps to 
prevent a tall in the price of their raw inaterial; but 
there can be little doubt that 1f the price last year had been 
prevented from falling belew 30 cents, there would have 
been no need for it to rise this senson to 40 cents. The matter 
js one of urgency because there is reason to believe that a 
similar slump may occur again this winter, and if it does 
the result will certainly be as before, an unsatisfactory 
acreage and a crop much toe small for the probable require- 
ments of the world in the season 1920-21. 
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TRADE IN SOUTH CHINA. 


A VISIT TO SWATOW, FOOCHOW AND AMOY. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
HONGKONG. 





Having returned trom a visit to the ports of Swatow, 
Amoy and Fooechow, a review of the trade situation im 
these areas should be of interest to British traders. 
Trade has to a certain extent been disturbed by the con- 
fused political situation in the interior, So far as 
foreign merchants are concerned, interference with 
trade is shown rather in the decreased demand tor 
imported goods, and in the unwillingness of native 
merchants to risk more of their capital than is abso- 
lutely necessary in replenishing their stocks than in 
any direct attacks on foreign goods in transit through 
the country districts. Illegal seizures, however, of 
coods belonging to foreign firms have been compara- 
tively rare, and the exactions of likin and other tax 
stations are hardly more onerous than usual. It js 
obvious, however, that the absence of any responsible 
civil authority in the greater part of these Provinces 
must react disastrously on all trade, domestic and 
foreign, and there can be no hope of any great com- 
mercial development in this part of China until order 
has been restored. 

The trade and industries of the centres visited are 
reviewed below :— 

SWATOW. 

Swatow is a city with a population estimated at about 
80,000, and has few loca] industries, but is of importance as 
the seaport for a very rich and thickly-populated agricul- 
tural district, having an excellent system of communications 
by means of inland waterways. 

In the. volume of its trade it comes eighth in the list of 
Chinese ports, the total for last year amounting to over 
90,000,000 Haikwan_ taels, A remarkable feature of the 
trade of the port is the great preponderance of imports over 
exports, the value of the former amounting to almost 75 per 
cent. of the total, and it is generally held that the balance 
of trade must be redressed by the large sums remitted 
annually to this district by Chinese settlers in foreign 
countries. 

INDUSTRIES. 

There are no large manufacturing establishments in the 
port itself or in the district for which it serves as the outlet, 
hut various native industries provide employment for a con- 
siderable section of the population. One of the principal 
industries is the manufacture of a very coarse type of paper 
of which large. quantities are shipped to Singapore and 
Bangkok, and amongst other important trades are sugar- 


making, oil-crushing, and_ the preparation of salted 
vegetables. A sugar mill was erected here some years ago 


by a foreign firm, but owing to the growing competition of 
Formosan and Java sugars it was found impossible to work 
it, and it has recently been entirely dismantled. 

There are two fruit-canning establishments doing a fairly 
‘arge business. and a proportion of their output is shipped 
to the Straits Settlements and other countries where Chinese 
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setuers are numerous, but the sanitary conditions existing in 
these factories are not such as to commend the products to 
Kuropean consumers, 

Phere is also a small sock-knitting factory’ using American 
machines operated by steam-power, which, it appears, has 
proved very successful, especially since the hoveott of 
Japanese goods has been in operation. 

Loca. Textire INpUSTRIES. , 

The manutacture of cotton cloth on native hand-looms is 
a thriving industry throughout the district, and, in addition 
to the coarse-cloth known as ‘‘Nankeen,”’ yarn-dyed_piece- 
goods of excellent quality are now being produced in con- 
siderable quantities, For the coarsest type of cloth the varns 
are mainly of Indian origin, the finer counts coming from 
Shenghai and Japan. A British firm at Swatow has devoted 
a good deal of attention to this industry, introducing 
patterns from Japan and the United Kingdom, and sugvest- 
ing improvements in the method of manufacture; eid 
although the cloths naturally lack the ‘‘finish’”’ of Manchester 
geods, they compare very favourably in every other respect 
with the foreign product. Originally all the looms came from 
Japan, but recently they have mostly been manufactured 
locally at about a tenth of the cost of the imported machines. 
the cost of manufacture is extremely low, weavers receiving 
liitie more than a dollar a month in addition to their food. 

The manufacture of filet lace is also a growing industry, 
and the export, especially to the United States, is increasing. 

Dyes Wantep. 

German dyes are still being used, although stocks must 
now be extremely low and prices are ten times higher than 
before the war. American dyes are gradually being intro- 
duced, but the Chinese do not appear to regard them with 
much tavour, and the nanager of one weaving establishment 
stated that in order to obtain the desired results he found it 
necessary to add a proportion of German colours, 

In this connection it must be regarded as most regrettable 
that British manutacturers have as yet made no serious 
effort to introduce their dyes te the Chinese market. Even 
if conditions are such that no very considerable quantities 
of British dyes are yet available for export, it would appear 
to be highly desirable that sufficient supplies should be 
furnished to secure some slight footing in this market, and 
to familiarise Chinese buyers with the British product before 
the arrival of new stocks of German dyes renders competi- 
tion still more difficult. 

Other local industries are the manufacture of grass-cloth, 
pewter, a low-grade soap, and coarse glassware. 

VEGETABLE OILS. 

The extraction oi vegetable oils (ground nut, pea, wood, 
tea, etc.), which are the products of most interest to foreign 
exporters, is effected entirely by native methods, the common 
Chinese wooden press operated by driving in a series of 
wedges being invariably employed. The manager of a 
British firm, which, besides buying the output of various 
small Chinese concerns, also produces a considerable quantity 
of ground-nut oil in its own premises, gave it as his opinion 
that this very primitive native inethod was not only the 
ost effective in securing the maximum yield of oil, but was 
also more economical than any form of mechanical press, 
the cost of labour being extremely low. 

In developing its export business at Swatow the firm above 
referred to has adopted a policy which deserves the careful 
consideration of British exporters in other parts of China. 
They have endeavoured to dispense as far as possible not 
merely with the services of a compradore, but also with all 
unnecessary brokers and middlemen, and instead of purchas- 
ing their oils in large quantities from dealers established in 
Swatow, they send Chinese representatives to buy up the 
output of some of the innumerable small oil presses 
established in every village and country town. 

This system naturally demands special qualifications in the 
men conducting the business. It involves much additional 
work and organisation, and is calculated to meet with opposi- 
tion from various vested interests, but in endeavouring to 
reach the actual sources of production and to eliminate un- 
necessary commissions, it would seem to be the most logical 
method of developing the natural resources of the country, 
and it also tends to check the practice of adulteration, for 
vlich the dealers are inainly responsible. 

It is naturally impossible to say how far the system would 
be applicable to other trades and other localities, but in the 
particular instance referred to the firm concerned appears 
to be well satisfied with the success of its experiment. 

[port TRADE. 

A very large proportion of the import trade of Swatow 
consists ef Chinese produce and foodstuffs, especially bean- 
cake, rice and flour. Of the foreign imports, cotton piece- 
goods, cotton varn, kerosene, matches, medicines, and soap 
are among the most important. 
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No great demand for machinery has yet been developed. 
but there would seem to be a good opening (under normal 
conditions) for electric lighting plants, marine motors of 
hight weight and simple construction, and possibly for smal! 
rice mills, Much pioneer work would, however, have to be 
undertaken in creating a demand for these or other types of 
machinery, and the manufacturer must be prepared to share 
with the local merchant the initial expense that would 
necessarily be involved. 

\s regards electric lighting installations, it is understood 
that a fair number of the American “Delco” plants have 
already been sold in this district, and there is no doubt that 
China offers a very favourable market for small installations 
of this type. 

Exvort TRADE. 

As in the case of imports, the export trade of Swatow i- 
mainiy in Chinese hands, and consists largely of vegetables, 
tres and preserved, fruits, sugar, soy, coarse paper, fans, 
umbrellas, and native goods and comestibles of all kinds 
shipped to Hongkong, and to countries such as the Straits 
Settlements and Java having a large Chinese mage 
Some of these trades have been seriously interfered with by 
the oppressive measures of the present rulers of the district, 
the preserving industry being particularly affected by the 
extortionate prices now demanded for salt. 

The staples of most interest to foreign consumers are 
vegetable oils, lard, groundnuts, feathers, hides, fibres, 
bamboo, grass cloth and lace. The first-named is of special! 
importance in view of the present world shortage of edible 
fats, and the trade should be capable of very considerable 
development. 

FOREIGN FIRMs. 

In addition to the shipping interests and the oil and tobacco 
cunmpanies, there are four British firms doing a general 
uuport and export business, and other Hongkong firms are 
contemplating the establishment of branches in Swatow. 

There is one French firm doing a small business; also one 
American firm has a representative at Swatow. Japan 1s 
represented by a leading bank, two large merchant houses, 
and a number of small dealers. 

Generally speaking, a visit to this port leaves one wiih 
the impression that Swatow possesses undoubted pessibilities 
as a trade centre, and that given a reasonably eflicient pro- 
vincial administration, there should be good prospects of 
considerable expansion in the future. 

fn one respect—the entire absence of any likin stations 
throughout the Prefecture of Clvao Chou it is exceptionally 
favoured, and in normal times importers of foreign goods 
have little to complain of in the way of extra-Treaty taxation. 

INLAND COMMUNICATIONS. 

Communications with the interior are maintained mainly 
by means of launch and junk traffic on the rivers and creeks 
intersecting the country in every direction. Swatow and 
Ch’ao Chou Fu are the headquarters of numerous companies 
running regular services of passenger launches (steam and 
motor), and if the country were administered with authority 
there can be no doubt that the development of trade in the 
inJand waterways would be extremely rapid. 

Many of the Chinese boats are of an unsuitable type. 
having too deep a draught for navigation during a great 
part of the year, and it is not surprising to find that most 
of the concerns engaged in the trade are in serious financial 
difficulties. 

A British firm owns five motor boats plying in these 
waters, and appears to be meeting with a fair measure of 
success in spite of the present very unfavourable conditions. 
The beats used by this firm are w ooden vessels with a draught 
of 24 inches, built under their own supervision and equipped 
with Bolinder engines. 

With the exception of two small motor boats operated by 
a French firm, the other vessels engaged in this trade are 
all owned by Chinese. 

The railway between Swatow and Ch’ao Chou Fu is being 
operated under even more adverse conditions than the 
launch companies, and it is difficult to understand how train 
services (two daily, each way) can still be maintained. No 
money is available for very necessary repairs and replace- 
ments. 

There can be little doubt that the construction of additional] 
lines connecting the various centres in this district would 
not merely develop the trade of the country but would, 
under normal circumstances, be remunerative enterprises. 

MINING. 

During the war a large business was done in wolfram. 
tungsten, and (to a smaller extent) molybdenite, but for the 
time being the export of these minerals has_ practically 
ceased, 

Amongst other ores known to exist in the district are 
graphite, bismuth, lead, copper, and silver, but they have 
not yet been developed on a commercial scale. An American 
mining syndicate has for some time past been investigating 
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the mineral resources of this part of Nwangtung, but it i, 
stated that up to the present no very tangible results have 
been attained. Coal is known to exist in many localities, but 
difficulties of transport render its exploitation expensive, 
and so tar it has been found to be more economical to 
import Hongay and Japanese coal. 


Britisu Bank WANTED. 


Qne potat on which much stress was laid was the lack of 
baaking facilities, no British bank having yet considered it 
expedient to open a branch at Swatow. A local firm holds 
the agency of the Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Cor- 
poration, but apart trom the fact that their functions are 
restricted to certain special departments of banking business, 
it is not in all cases convenient for a merchant to disclose lis 
transactions to another firm in the same line of trade, and 
us a consequence a large proportion of the commerce of the 
port is financed through the Taiwan Bank, which has opened 
an office in Swatow, or through Chinese bankers, There are 
no doubt excellent reasons, including the absence of any 
sound local currency, to explain the reluctance of British 
banks to establish themselves at Swatow, but it would cer- 
tainly tend to place the trade of the port on a sounder fvot- 
ing if they should find it possible to do so. 


AMOY. 


From a commercial point of view Amoy has been steadily 
on the down grade tor several years past, and there appears 
to be no immediate prospect of improvement. The total 
trade for 1918 was valued at less than 14,000,000 taels, ot 
which exports accounted for only 2,500,000 taels. The loss of 
the Formosan tea trade was a serious blow to the prosperity 
of the port, and no sustained effort has vet been made to 
offset this loss by the development of the natural resources 
of the district. 

Imports. 

The imports are mainly foodstuffs—rice, men, and Hour— 
from North China, beancake, sugar, and medicines. Oi 
imports of foreign origin the most important are plece-gouds, 
cotton varn, kerosene. oil, and cigarettes; but, with the ex- 
ception of the two articles last mentioned, the import trade is 
almost entirely in the hands of Chinese dealers, who make 
their purchases in Shanghai and Hongkong. Besides the 
shipping companies and the banks, there are two British 
firms doing a general import and export business, but their 
interests have not been extensive since the disappearance of 
the tea business. 

exports. 

The small export trade consists almost exclusively of the 
shipment of foodstuffs and other requisites to Singapore, 
Java, and neighbouring countries having a large Chinese 
population. There are also small shipments of bricks, tiles, 
and iron pans to Hongkong and other southern ports, but 
apart from these purely native trades, only one article— 
narcissus bulbs—was mentioned to me as being exported 
from Amoy to foreign countries. 

There has been a great development of the cultivation of 
— in the neighbourhood of Amoy during the past two 

‘ars, and whilst most of the output is consumed locally, 
i illicit export is believed to have attained very consider- 
able dimensions. 

The shipment of emigrants to the Straits Settlements and 
other places where Chinese labour is in demand is, however, 
by far the most important feature of Amoy’s foreign com- 
merce, and the large sums of money remitted or brought back 
by these men serve, as at Swatow, to adjust the balance of 
trade. 

Whether anything could be done to develop new lines of 
export and import trade is a question on which a flying 
visit to the port hardly qualifies one to express an opinion, 
but difficulties of transport and the lack of natural products 
suitable for industrial uses render the prospects less promis- 
ing than at the neighbouring port of Swatow. In any case 
the present time is particularly unfavourable for any such 
experiments, and the restoration of a settled form of Govern- 
ment must be the first preliminary to any expansion of trade. 

INDUSTRIES. 

The only industries of any importance existing in the dis- 
trict surrounding Amoy are brick and tile making, the 
manufacture of paper, fireworks, and iron pans, and there 
are also a couple of canning establishments preparing fruit, 
vegetables, and Chinese delicacies of various kinds. 

There is an electric light installation at Amoy, with a 
capacity of 500 kilowatts, equipped with Babcock and Wilcox 
boilers and American generators. There is also an ice 
factory producing about four tons a day, the machinery being 
American, and smaller electrical and ice-making plants have 
heen established for the use of residents at Ku Lang Su. 

In the interior very few of the cities and towns in this 
district have yet been provided with electricity, and there 
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SPECIAL ARTICLES —continued.° ; 

should undoubtedly be good opportunities for business in this 
direction when conditions are more settled. Apart from 
electrical installations the country supplied through Amoy 
would not seem to offer a very tavourable market for 
machinery, the lack of communications and the absence of 
raw materials suitable for manufacture rendering any great 
industrial development more than usually difficult. 

Mining is still entirely undeveloped, the difficulties of 
transportation of goods anv. produce up coluntry a slow and 
of the coal, iron, graphite, and other minerals known to exist 
in this part of Fuhkien, and very little has yet been done 
to investigate the possibilities of the district. 

CURRENCY. 

At Amoy the currency employed in most commercial trans- 
actions is a purely fictitious unit known as the ‘‘Spanish” 
dollar, not represented by any coin but treated as being 
practically equivalent to the Hongkong dollar. When pay- 
ments have to be made in hard cash the equivalent in silver 
dollars has to be calculated at the rate of exchange ruling 
on that day, and at the present time this involves a discount 
of about 15 per cent. on ‘‘Spanish’’ dollars, cheques, notes, 
and drafts. It is difficult to see what advantage accrues trom 
this peculiar arrangement (beyond the fact that it is doubt- 
less convenient in some respects to have a currency practically 
at a parity with that of Hongkong), and it obviously tends 
to complicate business transactions and acccunts, 

It is believed that the mercantile community would 
welcome the adoption by the British banks of the silver or 
‘‘Mexican”’ dollar as the local unit of currency, but there are 
doubtless special difficulties in the way of effecting this 
alteration at present owing to the shortage of silver and the 
prohibition against its export from Hongkong. The Taiwan 
Bank already issues silver yen notes, payable locally at their 
face value, and keeps accounts in that currency. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

Trade with the interior is hampered by the lack of navig- 
able waterways and of passable roads. The only railway in 
the district, designed to connect Amoy with the city of Chang 
Chou Fu, but never completed, is at present interrupted 
owing to the occupation of Chang Chou by the Southern 
troops, and in any Case its engines, rolling stock, and rails 
have been so neglected as to be little better than scrap-iron. 

There are some twenty steam launches plying between 
Amoy and Chuanchou, Anhai, and other towns on the coast 
and estuary, but most of the streams are not navigable 
during the greater part of the year by any but the smallest 
native boats. Some of the launches engaged in this trade 
are owned by Japanese, others by British, Spanish, and 
Portuguese subjects of Chinese extraction, and the remainder 
by Chinese, The traffic suffers less than at Swatow from 
military exactions, but it does not appear to be a very profit- 
able business or to be capable of any great expansion. 

The hilly and difficult nature of the country renders the 
transportation of goods and produce up country a slow and 
expensive business. 





FOOCHOW. 

At Foochow one finds the note of pessimism as to the 
outlook for trade even more accentuated than at Amoy. So 
far as foreign merchants are concerned, the prosperity oi 
the port has hitherto been bound up with that of the tea 
trade and has steadily declined in sympathy with the falling 
off in that business. Many of the old tea hongs have closed 
down, and in other cases one man has no particular difficulty 
in looking after the interests of several firms formerly 
employing large staffs of their own. The present season 
has seen a slight recovery owing to the re-opening of British 
and other markets closed by the war, but the local merchants 
do not anticipate any permanent revival of trade, and 
appear to regard it as inevitable that, apart from a small 
demand for certain particular varieties of high-priced teas 
appealing to a very limited public, the more scientific 
methods of cultivation and distribution adopted by the 
planters of India, Ceylon, and Java should practically oust 
China teas from the markets of the world. It is at least 
obvious that enly by very drastic reforms in the local 
methods of tea-growing could the trade be restored to the 
former position, and no serious efforts in this direction have 
yet been even suggested. 

Exports. 

The export of timber, especially fir poles, has always been 
an important trade at Foochow, but it is almost entirely a 
domestic business, and until recent years was solely in 
Chinese hands. A few years ago the China Import and 
Export Lumber Company established a saw mill at Pagoda 
Anchorage, and has been doing a considerable business, and 
there are also a Japanese and two Chinese sawmills, Jt is 
understood, however, that the more acessible sources of 
supply are rapidly being exhausted, and that within a few 
years logs of suitable size will probably be unprocurable. A 
certain amount of afforestation has been undertaken, but 
not on an adequate and scientific scale. 
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_ There is a large export of paper, but of commodities 
interesting to foreign shippers the only local products 
shipped in any considerable quantities are tea, tea oil, tea 
seed cake, Jacquer ware and camphor. Shipments of tea oil 
amcunted last year to about 2,500 piculs, and of tea-seed 
cake (all to Formosa) to some 24,000 piculs. The camphor 
business has shrunk to very small dimensions, amounting 
last year to only 424 piculs, all taken by Japan. It is stated 
that the camphor resources of the district are far from 
being exhausted, but that the competition of the Japanese 
monopoly render any attempt to develop them difficult, if 
not impossible. 
Imports. 

As regards imports, the situation seems to be at least 
as unsatisiactory, brigandage and disorder in the interior 
interfering with commerce to a very serious extent, and one 
is chiefly surprised to find that trade, even on its present 
limited scale, is at all possible. 

With the exception of the kerosene oil and cigarette 
trades, which are well established and making good progress 
in spite of the chaotic political situation, the import trade 
(other than Japanese) is almost exclusively in Chinese 
iands, supplies being obtained from Shanghai and Hongkong. 
One reason for the disinclination of foreign firms to import 
piece-goods and other commodities on their own account is 
the local system of extended credit, dealers absolutely de- 
clining to do business on a cash basis and merchants being 
equally indisposed to allow payment to be deferred for one, 
two or three months. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

In the matter of means of communication with the interior 
Foochow is very badly served, the Min river being navigable 
by steam launches enly as far as Shuikowfu (about 70 miles), 
and none of the smaller streams and tributaries being 
accessible to any vessels other than native boats. The dis- 
trict is extremely rugged and mountainous, rendering the 
conveyance of merchandise overland a slow and costly 
business, and placing almost impassable obstacles in the 
way of any development of the mineral resources of the 
province. There are about twenty steam launches, some 
ying the British flag, carrying freight and passengers be- 
tween Foochow and various coast towns, but owing to keen 
competition and the unfavourable trade situation the 
business is not a very profitable one. 


River ConsEeRVANCY. 

A scheme for improving navigation on the lower reaches 
of the Min river is in progress, and funds for the work are 
already being collected by means of shipping dues. It is 
estimated that the total cost will be in the neighbourhood 
of 1,000,000 dols., and that the proposed dredging and 
draining works will result in having a channel with a 
minimum depth of 10 ft., giving a depth of 16 or 17 feet at 
high water. 

Lhere seems to be some difference of opinion as to whether 
the regular coasting steamers will derive much benefit from 
the proposed improvements, but in any case the fact that 
launches and their tows will be enabled to ply between 
Foochow and Pagoda Anchorage at any stage of the tide 
should be of considerable advantage to the trade of the 
port. 

CURRENCY. 

As at Swatow and Amoy the dollar used in commercial 
transactions at Ioochow is a weight of silver, not an actual 
coin, and the dollars of various types circulating in the port, 
in many cases ‘‘chopped’”’ and defaced beyond recognition, 
are not accepted by count, but are practically treated as 
sycee. The value of the Foochow dollar, as compared with 
Hongkong currency, is constantly fluctuating. It is at 
present at a premium of about 15 per cent., thereby further 
increasing the difficulties of the export trade. 

The establishment of a uniform national currency for 
China would undoubtedly be a great boon to merchants 
trading at these Southern Coast ports, whose trade is at 
present hampered by the existence of special local systems 
even more clumsy and complicated than those found in cther 
parts of the country. ; 


JAPANESE Boycott. 

At each of the ports visited enquiries were made as to the 
effects produced by the boycott of Japanese goods, and whilst 
it was impossible to obtain any exact statistics, the informa- 
tion furnished made it clear that Japanese merchants and 
ship owners have undoubtedly suffered a very severe loss 
of trade. 

At Swatow it was stated that owing to the refusal of the 
carge coolies and lightermen to discharge Japanese cargo 
the shipping companies in Japan had been advised to defer 
shipments for the present, and ‘although at the other ports 
the same difficulty was not encountered in taking delivery, 
arrivals had fallen off heavily. 


_ 
— 




















THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 





JANUARY 1, 1929-2 


—— 





Notes on Trade 


[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘Journal,’”’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves. | 








GERMAN ACTIVITY IN CANADA, 

A copy of an illustrated circular sent by a well-known 
German hardware firm to certain importing firms at 
Quebee may be censulted on application to the Enquiry 

foom of the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, 5.W.1. 

A study of the circular is interesting, as it has been 
prepared in English, giving all the necessary details 
with regard to prices and sizes—in English currency 
and measurements. Prices quoted are subject to an 
advance of 150 per cent. 

A German manufacturer of trouserings and suitings 
recently corresponded with a manufacturers’ agent in 
Toronto, stating a desire to establish trade relations. 
Not receiving a reply from the local importer, the 
German wrote again stating that, as he had not heard 
from the Ontario correspondent, samples were being 
forwarded for his inspection, and he further expressed 
the wish to establish business relations. 

The materials are of cotton back with worsted face 
of low grade. The prices quoted f.o.b. German factory 
vary from 40 marks to 82 marks per yard, similar goods 
of German manufacture selling in the Toronto market 
before the war at from 2s. 6d. to 4s. per yard. To 
take two examples, the material now quoted at 40 
marks was quoted in 191+ at 2s. 6d. per yard; and the 
material now quoted at 48.50 marks was quoted in 
1914 at 3s. per yard. The terms in 1914 were 23 
per cent. 60 days. The present terms are cash against 
bill of lading, prices subject to market fluctuations. 

Before the war similar goods of German manufac- 
ture were sold in Canada by merchants resident in the 
United Kingdom. A comparison of prices of goods 
sold in that way to buyers in the Toronto area, and 
of goods purchased by local importers direct from 
German manufacturers, shows a difference of one penny 
per yard more for the materials purchased in the former 
manner. 





PROMOTION OF ANGLO-AMERICAN TRADE. 

According to a prominent member of a Commerial 
Delegation recently back from the United States, there 
is a general desire among American manufacturers and 
merchants that the United Kingdom should begin to 
sell to America not only the lines which they formerly 
exported to that country, but many others, even if 
the quantities are not large. Their idea is that if the 
individual items of sale be spread over a large number 
of people on both sides it would bring about a better 
feeling, and the Americans would be better able to under- 
stand the view-point of the United Kingdom than they 
have yet been able to do through mutual commercial 
intercourse. 





1 OPENINGS IN ABYSSINIA. 

Notwithstanding the high exchange the Abyssinian 
market remains open to European initiative, which, 
however, is limited in general to clothing and articles 
of dress. These are the only goods for which the 
Abyssinian is prepared to pay high prices. The cheapest 
goods are bought without consideration of quality. 

Articles for the Abyssinian market may be divided 
into three categories :— 

Constant demand, price not too important: Cotton 
goods, madapolam, cotton threads, cotton blankets, 
soap, sugar, common salt, jute sacks, petroleum, nails, 
zine plates. 

In strong demand, which increases in relation to 
prices—razors, knives, padlocks, black and grey felt 
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NOTES ON TRADE—continued. 





hats, hair grease, cod-liver oil, sardines, olive oil, glass, 
lamp wicks, tumblers, wall-lamps, velvets, silk and silk 


handkerchiefs, manufactured leather goods, dyes, 
decanters, glass bars. 
European demand: Clothing, woollen articles, 


helmets, shoes, waterproofs and all articles in common 
use in the United Kingdom. 





MOTOR TRANSPORT IN AMERICAN — 


INDUSTRIES. 
According to information gathered from the 


* Philadelphia Public Ledger ’’ und sent by H.M. Con- 
sul-General at Philadelphia, the development of the 
motor truck as a commercial freight carrier has attained 
greater proportions in the industrial territory around 
Cleveland than in any other part of the country, this 
being partly due to the impetus given the movement 
by the establishment of trattic bureaux, and an educa- 
tional campaign backed by the Cleveland and Akron 
motor and rubber industry leaders. 

A daily service is now maintained between Cleve- 
land, Detroit, Pittsburgh, Toledo and Youngstown, 
which is utilized by manufacturers, jobbers and whole- 
salergs as a quicker means of obtaining some materials, 
and of delivering products. The cost of transport does 
not greatly differ from that paid the railways, when 
the quicker service is considered. For instance, the 
rate from Cleveland to Detroit ranges from 1:25 to 
1:35 dollars per 100 lb., according to the classifica- 
tion of the goods shipped. 

Traffic and information bureaux to develop such ship- 
ments have been established in Cleveland, Akron, 
Youngstown, Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, Toledo and 
Detroit, and about fifty other cities in the country. 
It is also expected that within a short time services will 
be established to Cincinnati from points in northern 
Ohio, which will also serve the cities of Columbus and 
Dayton. 

It is noted that in shipping goods by motor truck 
an ecomony is effected in less expensive crating, and 
less damage through freight transfers. Another saving 
arises from supplying more promptly some materials 
und products needed in rush work, and there is also 
the convenience of sending shipments from and deliver- 
ing them direct to the shipping department of plants. 

The work of developing inter-state truck shipments 
1as been taken up by Chambers of Commerce in Cin: 
cinnati and other cities of that section of the country. 





SUBSTITUTES FOR TIMBER. 


The second edition of the Concrete Institute’s list of 
structures and articles in which timber can be replaced 
by concrete or reinforced concrete is now available for 
the benefit of Architects, Engineers, Land and Build- 
ing Owners, Farmers, etc. Copies may be obtained on 
application to the Secretary, Concrete Institute, Deni- 
son House, 296, Vauxhall Bridge Road, London, 
S.W. 1. 





SUEZ CANAL TRANSIT DUES. 


The President of the Snez Canal Company has in- 
formed H.M. Ambassador in Paris that the Board of 
Directors have decided that as from 1st March, 1920, 
dues on ships passing through the canal in ballast will 
be lowered to 6 francs per ton. 





SMYRNA MILLET CROP. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at Constantinople cables: 
that this season's millet crop in the Smyrna district is 


reported as very good. Exportation is allowed. 
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Exhibitions and Fairs. 


DANTZIG FAIR. 


Information has been received from the City of Dant- 
zig proposes to hold an Industrial Fair from the 18th 
to the 25th of February next, which will be open to all 
nations. 

Such goods only should be shown by exhibitors as 
are in stock and deliverable to customers, but retail 
business at the Fair is not permissible. 

Floor space will be allotted in parcels of not less than 
2 square metres at the rate of 100 mks. per square metre, 
plus 10 per cent. for incidentals. Separate rooms will 
also be available at 100 per cent, extra. 

Arrangements are in hand for the insurance of exhibits 
through the Fair’s Committee (Messeamt) which is or- 
ganising and managing the exhibition, and it is hoped 
that electric light and power, water and gas will be 
available for exhibits of machinery. 

Firms interested in this Exhibition should communi- 
cate with the Department of Overseas Trade, 








eee 


SWISS INDUSTRIES FAIR. 

The differences which have for some time existed 
between Basle and Lausanne as rival sites for the Swiss 
Industries I’airs have now been settled by a permanent 
arrangements on the following lines :— 

A Spring Fair will be held annually at Pasle under 
the title of ‘‘ Foire Suisse d’Echantillons,’’ while 
Lousanne will hold an Autumn Exhibition called 
‘“Comptoire Suisse des Industries Alimentaires et 
Agricoles.’” This undertaking will have the financial 
support of the Canton of Vaud. 





PROPOSED EXHIBITION AT REVAL. 

H.M. Consul-General at Reval reports that it is 
the intention of the Esthonian Trade Ministry to hold 
an Exhibition early in 1920 (probably February), at 
which British firms are cordially invited to exhibit. 
Space for stalls will probably be free, and every assist- 
ance will be given. 

The following list of articles may serve as an indica- 
tion of the class of goods for which a ready market ean 
be found in Esthonia: 


Flour and flour products. 

Sugar. 

Salt. 

Leather. 

Footwear—boots and shoes. 

Corkwood and corks. 

Shamott stones——fire stones (fireproof bricks). 

Artificial materials for grindstones (mill stones). 

Glass—until local factories work sufficiently. 

Window glass and medical bottles. 

Coal and coke. 

Animal fats, technical (cod liver oil and fats for soaps). 

Mineral fats, e.g., naphtha, masut, petroleum, paraffin, 
stearine, rosin and kaniphol (latter means refined 
rosin). 

Various rubbers and rubber goods. 

Glue. 

Various fertilisers. 

Tanning extracts (Quebracho). 

Iron, tin, copper, iron battens, steel wire rope, hemp 
ropes, sieves, fishing nets, nails, gimlets, files, 
chisels, hammers, saws, hatchets, etc. 

Agricultural machinery and implements. 

Printing machines, textile machines, especially for wool 
spinning. 

Oils and steam engines, locomobiles up to 500 h.p., tur- 
bines, etc., various materials for electric installa- 
tions, e.g., lamps, cords, dynamos, transformers, 
cables, electric counters. 

Spectacles. 

Cotton and cotton wool and wool. 

Nets and sieve nets (gauze). All sorts and meshes. 








VENICE ART EXHIBITION. 


The 12th International Art Exhibition will be held 
at Venice from 15th April to 31st October. Like 


| 





EXHIBITIONS AND FAIBS—continued. 





its predecessors it is organised by the Municipality and 
takes place in the Municipal Exhibition Palace, Centra! 
Gardens. 

Exhibits will be confined to original works of art of 
all kinds, and is open to all artists, but certain masters 
will be invited to exhibit. The Municipality will pur- 
chase a certain number of works of art for the Inter- 
national Gallery of Modern Art in the city. 

Exhibits must reach the Exhibition Palace by 10th 
March. Communications should be addressed to the 





Ufficio di Segretaria dell’Esposizione (Municipio), 
Venice. 
EXHIBITION AT LILLE. 


Under the auspices of the Municipality of Lille an 
international exhibition is to be held in that city from 
May to October, 1920. 

The exhibition bears the title of ‘‘ Exposition Inter- 
nationale pour la Renaissance du Nord de la France,’’ 
and has for its object the demonstration of the best 
means of reconstruction for the devastated areas. Ex- 
hibits will be divided into twenty-one main groups, in- 
cluding architecture, municipal organisation, develop- 
ment of national resources, publicity, metallurgy and 
transport. 

All particulars may be had from the London agents 
for the Exhibition—Overseas Publicity, 61, St. James’ 
Street, S.W.1. 





PARIS SALON FOR APPLIED ARTS. 


The first ‘‘ Salon des Industries de Luxe et des Arts 
Appliqués (formerly Salon des Industries du Mobilier 
Réuni), will take place from March to July, 1920, at 
Paris. Situated in the Tuilleries, along the Rue de 
Rivoli up to the Place de la Concorde, it promises good 
results for exhibitors. The provisional office will be 
at 1, Rue du Helder, Paris (9e). 





FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 


Commencing with this issue a list of forthcoming exhibitions 
and fairs will be maintained on this page. The entries for this 
week cover the year 1920; giving, when possible, time, place, 
organisers’ address and dates for closing of entries, together 
with references to previous numbers containing fuller particulars. 

So many exhibitions of such various kinds are now anticipated 
that it has been necessary to limit the entries to those of which 
authentic information is available. Many annual fairs, for 
instance, will be held this year, of which the final dates have not 
yet been announced. The list will therefore be amended 
progressively, and in due course should cover every exhibition 


or fair of any importance to British trade. 





UNITED KINGDOM. 


Scottish Motor SHow— 
January 23rd-3lst, at Glasgow. 


IpEAt Homes EXHIBITION— _ - 
February 4th-25th, at Olympia. Organising Secretary: 
Ideal Homes Exhibition, 130, Fleet Street, E.C.4. 


British InpusTRIES FaIR— . 
February 23rd to March 5th, Crystal Palace, and 


Birmingham and Glasgow. Secretary, British Industries 
Fair, Depertdneet of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, S.W.1. . 
LONDON Farr AND MARKET— 
LONDON March 16th-26th. at Royal Agricultural Hall. _Inter- 
national Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street House, 


E.C.2. 


APERY EXHIBITION— . 
— April 12th-23rd, at Royal Agricultural Plall, International 


Trade Exhibitions, Ltd.. 31, Queen Victoria Street, E.C.2, 


RAPHIC FAtR— ’ . 
— April 16th-24th, at Horticultural Hall, Westminster. 


Organising Secretary, Sicilian House, Southampton Row, 
W.C.1. 


CANADIAN PRoptucts EXHIBITION— . 
In June, at Agricultural Hall, Islington. 
Essex Street. Strand, W.C. 


Address to 43, 
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FORTHCOMING FAIRS —continuea. 





Empire TIMBER EXHIBITION— . 
July 5th-17th, at Holland Park Skating Rink. Organised 
by B.O.T. 

CLoTHING, Etc., EXHIBITION— . 
July 5th-16th, at Royal Agricultural Hall. International 
Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street House, Old Broad 
Street, E.C.2. 

HEALTH EXHIBITION— —- 

July 19th-August 5th, at Bingley Hall, Birmingham. 
Organised by Royal Sanitary Institute, 90, Buckingham 
Palace Road, S.W.1. Entries by June 26th. 

BAKERS’, CONFECTIONERS’ AND ALLIED TRADERS’ EXHIBITION— 
September 4th-10th, at Royal Agricultural Hall. Trades, 
Markets and Exhibitions, Ltd., 31, Queen Victoria Street, 
E.C.4. 

INTERNATIONAL ENGINEERING AND MACHINERY EXHIBITION— 
September 4th-25th, at Olympia. The Machine Tool Trade 
Association, Incorporated. Applications by July 31st to 
Secretary, Queen Anne’s Chambers, Tothill Street, West 
minster, 8. W.1. 

Grocers’, Provision Dearers’ & Attiep Traprrs’ ExuiBITlion— 
September 18th-24th, at Royal Agricultura] Hall. Trades, 
Markets and Exhibitions, Ltd., 31, Queen Victoria Street, 


E.C.4. 


OVERSEAS. 

Caracas ExHrsBi11i0on— | 
Venezuelan and British. Commenced December 19th, 
1919, open till February 8th, this year. 

MINING EXHIBITION— 
Johannesburg, South Africa, Fourth annual Exhibition, 
January 2l1st-3lst. (See “Board of Trade Journal” 
December 11th.) 

Urrecut Inpustries Farr— 
Fourth annual, February 25rd to March 6th. General 
Secretariat, Jaabans, Administratiegebaw. Vredenburg, 
Utrecht. 

Lyons Farr— 
March 1si-15th. <A special building Exhibition will be 
held in conjunction with the Spring Fair. British Agent: 
M. A. Rousset, 69. Wood Street, London, E.C. 

Paris InpustrR1AL Art SaLon— 
March to July. Provisional Office : 1, Rue du Helder, 
Paris (9e). 

Tokio OvEeRSEAS EXPANSION EXHIBITION— 
March 15th to June 7th. 

Miran Fatrr— 
Allied and Neutral, industrial and agricultural fair. 
April 12th. Sixty stands reserved for British Exhibitors. 
Agents for British Empire, British Italian Corporation, 
Ltd., 12, Nicholas Lane, E.C.4. 

Sao Pavto Fancy Goops Exurprrion— 
Anglo-Brazilian Exhibition, to be opened on April Ist. 
(See “Board of Trade Journal.” December 11th.) 

BresseErs ComMERCIAL Farr— 
April 4th-21st. Open to allied and neutral countries. 
Applications by January 15th to Comité directeur de la 
Foire Commerciale, Grand’ Place, Brussels. (See “ Board 
of Trade Journal,’ December 11th.) 

Swiss SaMprE Farr— 
Apri! 15th-29th, at Basle. 

BANDOENG FarR— 
Mav, 1920° (See “Board of Trade Journal.” December 
18th.) 

BarRcELONA INTERNATIONAL FatrR— 
Mav 15th-30th. Applications to La Direccion General de 
la Feria de Barcelona, Fernando 30, Barcelona. by January 
15th. Also an International Business Organisation 
Exhibition (office furniture, appliances, etc.) at Palaccio 
de Bellas Artes, Barcelona, from April 2nd-12th. 

VENICE Art Exutpitrlon— 
Twelfth Exhibition of International Art, April 15th to 
October 31st by manicipality at the Exhibition Palace. 
Exhibits to be received by March 10th. Address : — 
Ufficio di Segretaria dell ’Aspozione (Municipio), Venice. 

LitLte INTERNATIONAL Exutprtion— 
May-October. Organised by Corporation. 

Papvta SAMPLE Farr— 
June, 1920. Applications to:—la, Camera di Commercio 
di Padova. 

BorDEAtx TrapE Farr— 
Fourth annual] fair, June 5th-20th. 

Swiss JEWELLERS’ Farr— 
July 11th-25th. at Geneva. A National Fair. 

Herstncrors Trape Fatr— 
To open in third week of July. Apply to “Forhindets 
for Inhemskt Arbite.” 

SPRING Fatrs— 
Will be held in Lausanne and Lucerne, Switzerland; 
Valencia, Spain; Prague, Czecho-Siovakia, frederica, 
Denmark. 
_A British Industrial Art Exhibition will tour the 
Northern capitals. under the direction of the British 
Institute of Industrial Art. 

ScumMMER Farrs— 
Are anticipated at Malmo (Sweden), Antwerp, Quebec 
and Libau. 








Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


‘ BRITISH EMPIRE. 
WEEKLY CABLE. 


The Indian Trade Commissioner in London has received 
the following cable, dated 23rd December, from the 
Director-General of Commercial Intelligence Department, 
Calcutta :— 





“ 





SEASON. 

Light rain in North-West Frontier Province, Lower 

Burma and Southern India. Dry elsewhere. 
Crops. 

During the week ending 13th December sowing spring 
crops continued in North-Western and Western India. 
Neared completion North-Eastern and Central India. 
Harvesting autumn crops progressed, Bombay, Central 
India, and to the North-West. Harvesting paddy continued 
North-Eastern and Southern India. Sowing progressed 
Madras. Cotton plucking completed Burma, continued else- 
where. Plucking tea continued Assam. General crop con- 
ditions good. Useful rain has fallen in Punjab, but more 
badly wanted there. 

MARKETS. 

Bombay cotton market steady. Fully good broach, April- 
May, Rs.552. Piece-goods market firm with demand 
slightly reduced. Calcutta gunny market heavy goods im- 
proved demand with steady prices. Hessians quiet. 

RAILWAYS. 

Nanjangud Palakodu Dalavayhalli Railway reconnaissance 
survey 50 miles metre gauge railway by South Indian 
Railway sanctioned. 

No change in Bank rate. 


CANADA. 
EXCESSIVE FIRE LOSSES IN ONTARIO. 


General statements to the effect that fire losses in Canada 
are vastly greater per capita than in any other country 
in the world have been made from time to time, but so far 
without raising more than temporary and fleeting public 
interest. Upon investigation, states the Ontario Insurance 
Commission in the Report of the Insurance Commission 
for 1918, it was a matter of some surprise to find that not 
only were these statements based upon ascertainable facts, 
hut that fire losses in Ontario are greater per capita than 
in any other province in Canada, 

In the year 1916, which was abnormal owing to the 
occurrence of three extensive fires, the total loss in the 
province amounted to over 16,000,000-00 dols., or approxi- 
mately 6°40 dols. per unit of population. In the year 1917 no 
abnormal fires were recorded, but, nevertheless, the _ loss 
reached the amazing total of 11,500,000-00 dols. or 4°61 
do!s. per capita, as compared with an average of 3-24 dols. 
per capita for the whole Dominion. 

Fire Loss 1n ONTaRIo. 
The actual figures for 1917 are as follows :— 








Dols. 
Losses insured with Tariff companies 6,495,100 
Losses insured with non-Tariff companies 2,003,648 








Losses insured with unlicensed companies 571,589 
9,070,337 

I TI. eiititvinntd: ciundaeaidciadiniion 2 468,092 
IE. ninntndindakssysimsimibonmis 11,538 429 


Fires recorded by the Ontario Fire Marshal’s Department 
in 1917 numbered 9,601, or 38 per 10,000 of population in 
the province, as compared with an average of 29 per 10,000 
for the whole Dominion. 

Despite the fact that per capita figures are sometimes 
misleading, the following comparisons emphasise the deplor- 
able conditions that exist in Ontario in respect to both the 
frequency of fires and the extent of fire waste :— 

Loss per Fires 
Capita. per 10,009 


Country. Dols. of population. 
TERMGMTOO CIDE) ncsec-cssccesceess 4°61 38 
SE SINS, kdvcenrdvnvvevnces 2:26 — 
errr sonal pneiaani ‘97 —— 
DEE ssretpnehesnice emnainndinds ‘74 12 
Enea ‘64 8 
S-  eninaterehiontercenanenaemes ‘DD 1] 
DC. epinsienniguienueasiigsmasdieiti 53 9 
ia cla illite tililetiaaialie -42 7 
ii a a Ba -28 11 
NE iit eecneniiniin 13 — 


*Figures for the foreign countries are the average for 
four years, 1912-15. 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—coniinued. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


ELECTRIC POWER SUPPLY AND PLANT: 
REGULATIONS. 


An Order-in-Council, dated 22nd September, giving 
the Regulations governing electric power supply and the 
construction of plant and appliances, is published in the 
“New Zealand Gazette’’ of 25th September. 

These Regulations are made under Section 2 of the Public 
Works Amendment Acts of 1911. They may be consulted 
on application to the Department of Overseas Trade (Room 


40), 35, Old Queen Street, S.W. 1. 











SOUTH AFRICA. 
CO-OPERATIVE FARMING MOVEMENT. 


The Federated Farmers’ Co-operative Association of South 
Africa, recently established, embraces 25 co-operative 
societies in the Union and Rhodesia, has a membership of 
35,000 to 40,000, and represents a capital of £1,750,000. 


ScorpE AND OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 





The Association is interested in practically all farming 
activities, including, states the ‘‘Cape Times,”’ maize, wool, 
watile bark, hides and skins, butter and cheese making, 
meat, wine and tobacco. 

Its London office is working in conjunction with the New 
Zealand Farmers’ Co-operative Association. Branches have 
been established in Paris and Rotterdam, and an office is to 
he opened in New York. 

In addition to finding the best markets for South African 
products, overseas representatives will buy agricultural im- 
plements, machinery, and fertilisers for Association members, 
according to their needs. 

ORGANISATION. 


In the course of a conference lately held at Bloemfontein 
it was decided that, after individual farmers had been 
organised into co-operative societies, these in turn should be 
linked up through central committees, preferably, but not 
necessarily, on a provincial basis, the final step being to 
link np the central companies into one federal organisation. 

The conference decided to insist upon the following in the 
articles of association of anv co-operative company :— 
(a) Dividends must not exceed 10 per cent. ; (b) shareholders 
must be farmers; (c) transfer of shares must be controlled: 
(d) no shareholder should have more than one vote; (e) all 
transactions to be on a cash basis. 


ELIMINATION OF MIDDLEMEN. 


One of the objects of the Association is the elimination of 
the middleman and his profits, both in buying and in selling, 
states the Johannesburg ‘“‘Star.’?’ Manufacturers are said 
to have hitherto refused to supply individual co-operative 
societies, and this has influenced to an important degree the 
federation movement. 

Functions oF OvERSEAS OFFICES. 

The overseas offices will provide the link between the 
producer, represented by the Association and its constituent 
societies, and the consumer. They will find out where a 
demand exists for any particular product and will cable the 
Association with advice as to the prices obtainable. The 
Association will disseminate the information among its con- 
stituent companies, ascertain quantities available, and cable 
offers, upon which contracts will be entered into. 


IMPORTANCE OF QUALITY. 


The necessity for a high standard of quality of products 
sold through the medium of the Association has been fully 
realised. Responsible officers will undertake examinations 
of all produce before shipment, and nothing but first-grade 
will hear the registered stamp of the Federated Association, 
which is ‘‘Fedfarms.”’ 





FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 
INCREASED AMERICAN COMPETITION. 


The shipping difficulties that arose from war conditions 
afforded United States trading interests many opportunities 
of extending their Malayan connections at the expense of 
their rivals, especially those engaged in the conflict. of 
which they naturally took advantage. 

From 1906 to 1910, both years included, the average value 
of imports from the United States was. according to the 
Malay States Information Agency, £400,510 per annum, 
while that of exports to the United States amounted to 
£2.313.680 per annum. 








IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





The tendency towards expansion was fairly well marked 
before the rupture of peace, as in 1913 imports totalled 
£745,060, and exports £5,285,000. The latter figure, how- 
ever, showed a slight setback from the 1912 exports of 
£5,531,980. 

The general dislocation of trade which followed the com- 
mencement of hostilities was apparently the cause of 
declines in both imports and exports in 1914, for the former 
dropped to £594,300, and the latter to £5,036,730. 

War-Time Trape Expansion. 

From 1915 onward, however, rapid growth has been 
witnessed in the values of both incoming and outgoing mer- 
chandise. In the year mentioned the amounts were respec- 
tively £829,730 and £11,328,800. There were rises in 1916 
to £1,317,160 and £15,687 ,450 respectively, and two vears 
later import values were returned as £2,007,480, and export 
values as £25,289,130. Considerable allowance has, of 
course, to be made for the enhancement of prices during 
the war period, although rubber, the chief export, declined 
in value in 1918; but even so, Malayan-American trade 
must be recognised as having grown decidedly after it had 
rallied from the disturbance caused by the outbreak of war, 
while the comparison of 1918 trade with the 1906-10 average 
is even more striking. 

Principat Imports. 


The leading imports from the United States in 1917 and 
1918 included cigars and cigarettes (£417,200 and £587,950 
respectively); hardware, ironware, and cooking utensils 
(£112,700 against £142,100); motor cars and accessories 
(£289,910 against £126,460); condensed and sterilised milk 
(£210,230 against £84,210): petroleum and lubricating oil 
(£121,560 against £176,630); and machinery (£101,730 
against £70,460). Rubber tyres were imported to the value 
of only £13.650 in 1917; in the following year their value 
was £106,750. . 


Cuter Exports. 


The principal articles of export to the United States in 
1917 and 1918 were: rubber (£17,329,200 against 
£13,296,730): tin (£5,056,100 against £10,493,460); and 
pepper (£576,030 against £644,700). The export value of 
copra increased from £37,910 in 1917 to £225,630 in 1918, 
but those of rattans, gambier, gutta-percha and tapioca all 
decreased. 

It is noteworthy that of 109,594 tons of rubber shipped in 
1918, no less than 79,420 tons went to the United States. 





COOK ISLANDS. 
TRADE IN 1918-19. 


According to the Report of the Resident Commissioner of 
Raratonga for the vear ended 31st March, 1919, the total 
value of imports for the year ended 3lst December, 1918, 
was £99,632, and of exports, £82,708, making aggregate 
trading worth £182,340. 

These figures show increases of £19,571 in imports, and 
£22,518 in exports, and a total expansion of £42,089. 

The following tables show the direction of the bulk of 
the trade during the past vear:— 


Imrorts,. 1918. 





Exports, 1918. 


Country. Value. Country. Value. 
£ 
New Zealand ...... 70.773 New Zealand ....... 42,919 
United Kingdom... 8.474 Tahiti ................ 5,445 
Ee 2,504 United States. ..... 34,344 
United States ..... 15,324 


CHARACTER OF EXPORTS. 


The chief exports were 150,000 cases of fruit valued at 
£41,000 (as against 165,000 cases, of the value of £36,500 
in 1917), and 1.750 tons of copra (£37,000), as against 700 
tons valued at £19,000. 

Copra and fruit—oranges, bananas, and tomatoes—were 
the main products for export. The orange output increased 
by 14.901 cases, but bananas decreased by 14,901 cases and 
tomatoes by 10,484 cases. Had it not been for the influenza 
epidemic the export of bananas would have been much 
ereater. Between 31st October and 23rd April, with the 
exception of a few small shipments by mail steamers to 
Wellington, the whole of the banana production was lost 
for export. 

Tomato shipments fell from 16,804 to 6,330 cases. This 
industry promised well a few years ago, but growers, having 
suffered severe reverses through lack of shipping facilities, 
do not yet feel inclined to plant extensively. Of 1,752 tons 
of copra exported, practically the whole went to America. 
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ResvuLT OF SHIPPING SHORTAGE. 

As much as other parts of the Empire—periaps more, 
hecause of geographical position—the Cook Islands have 
suffered from the economic pressure of the war, and 
especially from the dearth of shipping. The six months 
ended March, 1919, were the most disastrous experienced 
since the war began, owing to the influenza epidemic here 
and in New Zealand, and to resultant labour difficulties. 

The export of fruit during that period sank to the lowest 
on record. This season matters opened much better, though 
not more than one-third of the fruit crop of these islands 
was being exported to New Zealand, the controlling factor 
being the lack of shipping space. 

. IMPROVED SHIPPING PROSPECTS. 

As shipping is released from war contracts the position will 
continue to improve. A cargo service to New Zealand that 
will carry every available case of fruit, say 500,000 cases, 
instead of 150,000 cases, during the season, can be antici- 
pated at an early date. This must mean an unprecedented 
expansion of trade; and, as the fruit business is being so 
reorganised as to assure to the fruitgrower a profitable 
return for his produce, the outlook is a bright one. 





CYPRUS. 
THE LOCUST BEAN CROP. 


The 1919 crop of locust beans, according to the estimates 
of the Commissioners of the different districts, amounts 
approximately to 148,000 aleppo cantars, or 33,435 tons. 

The details of each district are :— 





Cantars. 
FOMMMUSER —..n..2cc.cccccsccrcevccoeveecses 8,000 
RR arrears eye mere 29 O00 
NEE sctnnssnnevonsdusiassvconennsonsen 70,000 
PID nncccescesscccssenccsceconscocoveenens 18.000 
Ee eer ene eer ee ere 1,800 
EE snccccsecnerscnsosesncvasesonsertes 22,000 





EUROPE. 
BELGIUM. 
INLAND POSTAL TARIFF. 


(From T.M. Commercial Seeretary.) 
BRUSSELS. 








The new Belgian inland postal tariff came into force on 
15th December ult., and is as follows :— 

Letters.—15 centimes per 20 grammes. 

Postcards.—10 centimes. 

Postcards with reply paid.—20 centimes. 

Printed matter (including periodicals not appearing at 
least once a quarter).—Up to 25 grammes gross weight, 2 
centimes; from 25 to 100 grammes, 5 centimes for each 100 
erammes or fraction. There is no modification in the tariff 
for newspapers or quarterly publications, 

Printed cards or visiting cards.—10 centimes. 

Visiting cards (with a maximum of 5 written words).— 
5 centimes. 

Samples.—Up to 100 gr. gross weight, 10 centimes; from 
100 to 350 gr., 15 centimes; from 200 gr. to 350 gr., 20 
centimes. 

Business papers.—5 centimes per 100 gr. or fraction. 
Minimum tax, 15 centimes per packet. 

Receipts, advices of payment of postal orders, and advice 
of payment or non-payment of commercial bills handed to 
the post for collection, 15 centimes. 

Express letters.—Fixed charge, 50 centimes. Additional 
charge for delivery outside the local radius of 2 kilometres ; 
up to 3 kilometres, fr. 0°50; from 3 to 4 kilometres, fr. 1-00; 
from 4 to 5 kilometres, fr. 1:50, and for all distances over 
5 kilometres, 40 centimes per kilometre or fraction. 

From Ist April, 1920, the charges for letters, newspapers, 
and periodicals between Belgium and the Belgian Congo 
will be as follows: — 

Letters.—15 centimes per 20 grammes or fraction. 

Newspapers and periodicals.—5 centimes per 100 grammes 
or fraction. 

Letter cards and stamped envelopes will be sold for the 
present with a surcharge of 3 centimes on the cards and 5 
centimes on the envelopes. 
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GREECE. 


TRADE AT THE PIRAUS. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 








ATHENS. 

The Pirzeus Customs House receipts during the first twenty 
days of October (old style)—14th October to 3rd November— 
were :— 

1 ,642,624-80 drachmas from imports, 
139,405-50 drachmas in fees (i.e., clearing papers, etc.). 

Compared with the corresponding period of last year, the 
following excess 1s shown for the present year, viz. :— 

847,011-00 drachmas from imports. 
115,466-50 drachmas in fees. 
TRAvDE FoR Ten Monrus. 

According to statistics issued by the Customs authorities, 
the sum collected at the Pirzus from Ist January, 1919, to 
the end of October, 1919, amounted to drachmas 
43,376,609: 25. 

This total—for ten months only—exceeds already the total 
for the whole twelve months ot 1918 by eleven million 
drachmas. 

it is estimated, therefore, that, as the months of 
November and December still remain to be added, the total 
amount collected for 1919 at the Pirzus will exceed thie 
total collected in 1918 by some sixteen or seventeen million 
drachmas. 

In commenting upon this state of affairs the local press 
draws attention to the fact that these satisfactory results 
are due not only to the increasing post-war flow of com- 
merce, but to the activity and skill of the Director vi 
Customs acting under the instructions of the Ministry of 
Vinance. 

Menace OF Hicu Import DvtIEs. 

Looking at it from the traders’ point of view, however, 
this means to say that the Greek authorities are taxing the 
importers on the highest basis possible, and there are 
numerous complaints daily in the commercial world of 
articles previously entering under a lower tariff classification 
being now charged arbitrarily at a higher rate. 

The Government is naturally anxious to increase its 
revenues by any means available, but doubts have been ex- 
pressed as to whether such action will pay in the end as, 
if imports continue to be taxed in this way, trade may be 
driven away, as the mass of consumers have to pay such high 
prices for every commodity of life that people may find it 
impossible shortly to purchase anything but the barest 
necessities. General import might, therefore, be restricted, 
and it would then be for the Government to calculate whether 
they would not have gained more by adhering to a lower 
tariff and so obtaining a greater flow of imports than by 
forcing up the Customs tariffs. As it is, considerable dis- 
satisfaction has been expressed at the heavy dues, and un- 
equal incidence, of the existing scale of duties. 

A new tariff classification, now that Greece has annulled 
her commercial treaties, is at the present moment under 
consideration. 





~ GREECE (Chios). 


PRODUCTION IN 1918. 


(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
ATHENS. 

The leading agricultural productions of the Island during 
1918 were corn, 1,064,273 cokes; barley, 604,354 okes; beans, 
peas and lentils, 453,288 okes; potatoes, 188,550 okes ; onions, 
253,900 okes; and cabbages, 416,950 okes. 

Among the fruit yields were grapes, 222,970 okes; olives, 
363,460 okes; figs, 315,300 okes, and pears, 30,650 okes. 

Oranges showed a yield of over 19.500,000 in number, ex- 
clusive of the 1,000,000 bitter fruit; lemons totalled 
9,240,000, and tangerines no less than 80,143,000. 

Among miscellaneous products the outturn of must totalled 
253,975 okes ; that of olive oil, 925,250 okes; almonds, 506,98) 
okes; carobs, 700,600 okes; tobacco, 578,456 okes; and 
faskomila (a variety of sage exported to the United States) 
300,000 okes. 

Notr.—An ‘ oke ”’ is equivalent to rather more than 23 
lb. avoirdupois. 








LIVONIA. 
TRADE SITUATION. 


(From the British Assistant Commissioner in the 
Baltic Provinces.) 





RiGéa. 
The only commodities of importance available for export 
at the present time are flax, linseed and timber. The trade 
in fax and linseed has been monopolised by the Government. 
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As to timber, the quantity available for export only amounts 
to about 3,000 standards (exclusive of sleepers and hewn 
timber), as part of the existing stocks has already been sold 
to the United Kingdom or bought up by neutral firms. 

As regards the question of imports, it is natural that there 
is a great shortage of several classes of goods. The Riga 
Exchange Committee express the opinion that the usual 
praculice of submitting samples and price-lists should be 
abandoned, as the local exchange is so unstable that traders 
dare ot commit themselves by ordering months beforehand 
t© any considerable amount. 


ProrosEp ScHEME For IMpPorRTs. 


In order to obviate such an eventuality the Committee 
put forward a scheme for the import of necessities. Their 
suggestion is that British firms should consign a small 
steamer cargo direct to Riga, or partial cargoes via Copen- 
hagen and Stockholm, and that reliable clearing agents in 
Riga (a list of whom may be obtained from the Department 
of Overseas Trade) should be entrusted with the clearance 
of the goods, defrayment of local duties and other charges, 
etc., and the sale to retailers would be placed in the hands 
of a local committee, to be appointed by the Exchange 
Committee and Merchants’ Chamber. . " 

Retailers would be supplied against cash, and thus a turn- 
over would be obtained for the exporter within the space of, 
probably, two months. The Lettish duty, as well as local 
expenses, would have to be added to the British c.i.f. prices, 
The Committee state it would be impossible to give any 
figures for these local expenses, as they depend upon the size 
of cargo, on the weight of each parcel, and if stored, also 
upon the cubic measurements of the parcels. The expenses 
for discharging and storing, inclusive of insurance and 
delivery to the buyers, would for somewhat larger cargoes of 
groceries amount to Rb. 13 to 3 per pood (386 Ib.), according 
to the class of goods. 

Commercial relations could be established forthwith on 
these lines, bearing in mind that the quantities of goods 
needed would be limited to commence with, increasing 
month by month, as more business is gained. The most suit- 
able goods for this market at the present time are ready- 
made articles at fixed pricés, and certain specialised and 
well-known articles of general utility or consumption, which 
would be in demand, regardless of cost. 

At present the greater part of the trade 1s carried on by 
means of small shipments from Denmark and Sweden, which 
amount in the aggregate to a very considerable sum. The 
prices vary so, however, from day to day, that local traders 
conduct merely a from hand-to-mouth business. Payment 
is made for these goods by timber purchases in local paper 
money to the importers, who either send it to Copenhagen 
or Stockholm, or purchase curios, pictures, household 
property, etc., which can be obtained advantageously here 
owing to the low exchange value of the rouble, and to the 
compulsory disposal of their property by the impoverished 
Letts. 

Danes, Swedes, and others are laying a commercial founda- 
tion in the Lettish market which it would be unwise for 
British traders to ignore, The Co-operative Associations 
expect shortly to be in a position to place large orders for 
all classes of goods. 


SOUTH RUSSIA. 


ACTIVITY OF CZECHO-SLOVAK MISSION. 
(From H.M. Vice-Consul.) 
Rostov-on- Don. 


An unofficial Czecho-Slovak Mission, composed of repre- 
sentatives of various trades, has been here for some time, 
and has succeeded in securing some very important contracts, 
particularly with co-operative societies. 

It is reported that the new Mission also intends to 
establish a Czecho-Slovak Bank here, and it is proposed 
to form the capital in roubles by employing the proceeds 
derived from the sale of goods imported from Czecho- 
Slovakia. 

_ The following information regarding the Mission is taken 
trom a local newspaper : — 

A Trading and Industrial Mission of the Czecho-Slovak 
‘Republic has arrived at Rostov-on-Don from Novorossisk. 
The Mission comprises 26 persons, and is headed by Professor 
Kveton, Minister for Trade and Industry, and Mr. Mat- 
touschek, General Secretary of the Economic Association for 
East Slavonia at. Prague, is acting as his assistant. 

The Mission is accompanied by representatives of all 
branches of the rich and well-developed industries of Czecho- 
Slovakia, including representatives of the Metallurgical 
Syndicates (agricultural implements, machinery, ploughs, 
tractors, engines, motor cars, electrical appliances, etc.), the 
Syndicates of the Textile Industry (ready-made clothes, 
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underwear and other textiles), the Leather Syndicates, 
Glassware, Potteries, Enamel Ware, representatives of 
Export Banks, engineers interested in the construction of 
works, sugar factories, flour mills, etc. 

The Mission is supplied with samples and models of Czech 
manufactured goods, and it is proposed to open an exhibition 
as soon as suitable premises can be found. 

The principal aim of the Mission is to conclude a Com- 
mercial Treaty with the Government and barter goods direct 
through the Ministry or co-operatives, avoiding all middle- 
men and profiteers in order that the people may procure the 
articles they require at normal prices. 





NEAR EAST. 


PALESTINE. 


COMPANY REGISTRATION IN OCCUPIED 
ENEMY TERRITORIES. 

An Ordinance has been issued by the Occupied Enemy 
Territories (South) Administration at Jerusalem providing 
for the registration of companies, and for their authorisa- 
tion before commencing business. This Ordinance provides 
in Art. 6 that the persons desiring to form a company to 
carry on business in Occupied Enemy Territory (South) must 
submit two copies of the proposed Articles of Association to 
a special Commission. 

The text of the Ordinance is given below :— 

REGISTRATION OF COMPANIES AND PARTNERSHIPS. 








Whereas the Ottoman Commercial Code requires that all 
commercial partnerships and companies should be registered 
in the Commercial Court, and that an Imperial Decrce 
should be issued authorising the incorporation of a limited 
company, and whereas it is desirable to make fresh pro- 
vision for the authorisation of companies and partnerships 
and to amend in certain respects the rules of the Ottoman 
Commercial Code concerning them, it is hereby ordered as 
follows : — 

1. Any commercial partnership or company carrying on 
business in Occupied Enemy Territory (South), whether with 
or without limited liability, and whether established in the 
Ottoman Empire or abroad, shall be registered within one 
month of the issue of this Ordinance in the Court of First 
Instance of the district in which it has its principal seat or a 
branch establishment. 

Any commercial partnership or company hereafter 
established and carrying on business in the Occupied Enemy 
Territory (South) shall be registered within one month of the 
date of its establishment. 

2. A partnership which requires to be registered shall 
lodge with the President of the Court of First Instance a 
declaration signed by the partners, which shall contain :— 

(a) The name in full, description and residence of the 
partners other than the shareholders with limited 
liability or the dormant limited partners 
(commanditaires). 

(b) The firm-name of the partnership. 

(c) The names of the partners who are authorised to 
administer the affairs of partnership, to manage 
it, and to sign it. 

(d) The amount of capital paid-up or to be paid on on 
shares or by the commanditaires partners, and 

(ec) The date of commencement and termination of the 
partnership. 

3. A limited liability company shall lodge with the 
President of the Court a declaration which shall state 

(a) The name of the company. 

(b) The country in which the company is established 
and its nationality. 

(c) The objects of the company 

(d) The authorised and paid-up capital of the company 
and the nominal value and number of its shares. 

(e) The place of the principal residence of the company 
and any places in the Occupied Enemy Territory 

(South) where the company has a branch. 

(f) The names of the managers or other persons 
authorised to administer the affairs of the 
company and to appear in legal actions on behalt 
of the company. 

Two copies of the Articles of Association of the 
company sealed with its official seal shall be 
attached to the declaration. 

4. The declaration so registered shall be posted as a public 
notice at the Law Courts, and published in at least two 
issues of the Official Gazette. 

5. Any change in the constitution of the partnership or 
company shall likewise be registered and a similar declara- 
tion as to the change shall be submitted to the Court and 
published in the way above-mentioned. 
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6. A company with limited liability, a limited 
partnership, and a co-operative society, and any other 
form of commercial association with limited liability, must 
obtain an authorisation from the Occupied Enemy Territory 
(South) Administration before commencing _ business. 
The persons desiring to form such an association shall 
submit to the Administration two copies of the proposed 
Articles of Association, A special commission, consisting of 
an Officer of the Judicial Department, an Officer of the 
Finance Department, and an Qfficer of the Commerce 
Department, shall examine the Articles of Association, and 
if satished, submit them to the Chief Administrator for his 
approval. When the Articles of Association have been 
approved and ail the fees due on the formation of the 
Association have been paid, a copy of the Articles so 
approved shall be delivered to the founders, and the 
association shall be authorised to commence business. 

7. The fees prescribed by the Stamp Law of 6th of 

February, 1321, shall be payable on the formation of a 
partnership or company. 
8. A fee of £EI15, prescribed by the Ottoman Law of 380th 
Ociober, 1330, shall be: payable on registration by a com- 
pany established outside the Ottoman Empire, except where 
the company proves that it has already paid the fee and 
obtained an authorisation to carry on business in the 
Otioman Empire. 

9. Any partnership or company o1 association which con- 
travenes any of these rules shall be liable to’a fine not 
exceeding £E250. , 

10. The provisions of the Ottoman Commercial Code, so 
far as they are not inconsistent with these rules, shall con- 
tinue to apply to all commercial associations in the Occupied 
Enemy Territory (South). 

11. This ordinance is substituted for the ordinance dated 
lth January, 1919, which is hereby repealed. 





MOROCCO. 

COMMERCIAL VALUE OF 
LEAVES. 

(From H.M. Representative.) 





PALMETTO 


TANGIER. 

An article appeared in a recent issue of ‘‘Nouveau Maroc’”’ 
dealing with the commercial value of palmetto leaves, and 
recommending that steps be taken for their more extensive 
exploitation. 

The Palnetto (Chamaerops humilis) is found generaily 
ail over Morocco, but particularly in the western plains, 
where it is calculated that thousands of hectares exist which 
have up to the present remained practically untouched. 

ComMERCIAL Uses. 


The uses to which this product can be put include fibre, 
peper pulp, tannin and gallic acid, alcohol, fecula, fuel, 
cattle fodder. 

Fibre is largely used, under the name of ‘‘crin végétal” 
or ‘“‘yegetable hair.’’ for mattresses and furniture, and to 
replace esparto in basket-making, mat-making. etc., also for 
rope-making, sacking, harvesting cord, in which it replaces 
that made of American sisal costing 750 francs a ton. Before 
the war the price of palmetto fibre delivered on quay at 
Bordeaux was 140 francs a ton, though now the price 
delivered quay Bordeaux is 506 to 600 francs a ton; but it is 
expected that on the resumption of normal communications 
the prices will fall considerably. 

Paper pulp can be made from the leaves and the roots of 
the palmetto, as well as from the residue of the manufacture 
of fibre. It can be produced from the former, it is stated, 
more easily than from esparto, and requires no special 
process. Only a half of the quantity of soda is required 
compared to esparto, giving 28 per cent of pulp against 40 
per cent. by esparto. The low percentage is, however, com- 
pensated for by (1) the lower cost of palmetto; (2) economy 
in production; and (3) more rapid bleaching. 

The pulp is said to be supple and very fibrous: it felts 
very well and is easy te make into very thin sheets, while 
drving is rapid. The resulting paper is of good quality, and 


> 


is claimed, equal to or better than that produced from 
esparto, Made from the roots it gives a pulp superior to 
wood and less costly to work. 

Before the war Algeria exported 50,000 to 60,000 tons, of 
which 1,600 tons went to England, 2,500 tons to France. and 
the rest to Hamburg. 

As the Palmetto-bearing lands are uncultivated and form 
part of the Makhzen domains, the writer points out that it 
would be in the interest of the State to reserve some 
thousands of hectares of these lands for the growing of this 
plant and to enter into some combination by which the 
Treasury would benefit indirectly through the increase of 
commerce which would follow on the improved circumstances 
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ot the natives providing the labour required for their ex- 
ploitation, etc. He adds that certain recent laws in France, 
and others projected, provide for the participation of the 
State in concessions for railways, mines and hydraulic power, 
and that these laws are applicable, if not in the letter, at 
least in the spirit, to all French possessions. 

He consequently suggests that, the purchase of the lands 
being out of the question owing to the capital which would 
he involved, the Makhzen should resort to a system of con- 
cessions, and proposes that such concessions be gratuitous, 
the concessionaire paying a portion of the yearly profits to 
the Sheriffian Government. The Government would thus 
benefit doubly, i.e., indirectly by the employment of labour 
on lands at present unproductive and by its participation in 
the profits, to which may be added other benefits to the 
country arising from transport, ete. 





ASIA. 
STAM. 








TRADE OF BANGKOK, 1918-19. 
(From HI.M. Vice-Consul.) 
BANGKOK. 

During the Siamese year ended 31st March, 1919, the 
imports into the port of Bangkek amounted in value to 
£7,930,147, and the exports from Bangkok to £12,463,956, 
giving a total trade of £20,394,103. The chief point to be 
borne in mind is that of this total Great Britain and her 
Colonies accounted for 68°6 per cent. (65 per cent. of the 
iniports and 70°8 per cent. of the exports). 

These latter figures contrast somewhat unfavourably with 
the corresponding figures for the previous year (ending 31st 
Starch, 1918), in which the British Empire secured 84! per 
cent. of the total trade of Bangkok (70-8 per cent. of the 
imports and 94:8 per cent. of the exports). The difference is 
to be explained largely by a special factor, viz., the great 
demand which arose during 1918-19 for Siam rice from the 
Netherland East Indies and Japan. 

ii should be mentioned, however, that the bulk of the 
trade of Siam passes through the great British entrepdts of 
Singapore and Hongkong, undergoing transhipment at one 
or other of those ports. The large preponderance in com- 
mercial matters apparently enjoyed by the British Empire 
is thus somewhat illuscry, since it by no means follows that 
goods assigned to Hongkong or Singapore in the Customs 
Returns have a British origin or destination, as the case 
may be. 

In 1917-18 the exports from Bangkok to Netherland East 
Indies amounted only to £273,935 ia value; in 1918-19 their 
value rose to £1,877,508. 

GREAT INCREASE IN Exports To JAPAN. 


The value of the exports to Japan from Bangkok shows 
an even greater proportionate increase in 1918-19 over the 
previous year. In 1917-18 their value amounted to cnly 
£42,050; in 1918-19 it rose to £1,054,185. 

INFLUENCE OF Rice Exrorts. 

The whole of the increments mentioned, both to the Dutch 
Kast Indies and to Japan, may be credited to the export of 
rice from Siam to those countries. These figures do not 
represent the normal trade between Siam and the two above 
countries, and no doubt when the supply of cereals in Japan 
and Jaya is again more equal to the demand the export of 
rice to both of them from Siam will not be maintained. 

On the other hand, the exports (mainly rice, since that 
commodity in 1918-19 represented 81:5 per cent. of the total 
value of exports from Bangkok) to Hongkong, Singapore and 
the United Kingdom barely maintained in value their lvvel 
of the former year. 

Those to Hongkong increased a little, it is true, from 
£3,078,636 to £3,450,670; but to Singapore a small decrease 
in value is noted from £5,129,385 to £4,909,124; and a much 
larger proportionate decrease to the United Kingdom direct 
from £367,309 to £106,543. In all three instances the 
quantity of rice exported shows a considerable decrease. 

tick Exports AND THE CURRENCY. 

The actual quantity of rice exported during the year ended 
3lst March, 1919, was not so great as in the bumper year of 
IS17-18, amounting to about 850,000 tons, compared with 
1,100,060 tons then, but the value was increased to such an 
extent that imports no longer balanced exports in value, and 
the Exchange Banks had to obtain large sums of money from 
the Government Treasury in Bangkok against sterling pay- 
ments in London, to finance the export trade. 

This action reacted on the Treasury, whose coffers soon 
became practically depleted of silver and even of notes, an 
who, in addition to issuing a new note of the value of 1 tical 
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at the end of 1918 (in order to save the silver currency), were 
forced early in 1919 to surcharge large quantities of this 
1 tical note with the value of 50 ticals. 

This last action proved unpopular, as forgeries at once 
began to appear, and owing to new supplies of notes having 
now been received, the surcharged notes have been withdrawn 
from circulation. 

It may be added that a considerable portion of the rice 
trade was diverted direct to Java and Japan, owing to the 
prohibition by the Government of the Straits Settlements of 
the export of rice from that colony. 

DEMAND For ContRoL oF Export. 


In the spring of 1919 the cost of rice having forced up 
local prices all round to an astonishing degree, the public 
began to take alarm, and the press to demand some measure 
of control of the export of rice, as well as of local prices, by 
the Siamese Government. 

As the paddy crop of 1917, exported in 1918, had been some- 
what damaged by floods, and had therefore been considerably 
less than the previous year’s crop; and as the demand from 
abroad, and the prices offered were too attractive to be 
ignored by the local millers, it was feared that in 1919-20 
there would not be sufficient rice left in the country to meet 
the home needs, especially if the 1919 crop did not come up 
io expectations. The local press laid such insistent stress 
upon these fears that eventually in July, 1919, the Govern- 
ment issued a Decree appointing a Rice Controller and pro- 
hibiting the export of rice from Siam, except under licence. 
This Decree still remains in force. 

As regards the import trade, it is stated that the majority 
of the native importing houses have been, since the Armis- 
tice, chary of placing large orders for goods in Europe and 
America, in the hope that prices will soon go down. The 
market is therefore in a very uncertain condition. 

The value of silver having passed the limit at which not 
only the silver tical, but also the subsidiary silver coinage, 
is safe from the melting-pot, on 4th of September, 1919, the 
official exchange value of the tical, although on a gold 
standard basis, was raised from 1s. 63d. to 1s. 8d.; and on 
6th October, was further advanced to ls. 10d. 


Cuier Exports. 
The principal articles of export from Siam in 1918-19 were 
as follow :— 


Article, Quantity. Value. 
Tons. £ 

aE meee ee ae 815,323 10,161,260 

BS 20h ieatoinnmieeacsaninenl 36,930 430,590 

EE ee ere ee Sere ae eee 2 346 130,265 
Rolls. 

Silk piece-goods _............. 69,394 123.547 
Tons. 

PN as sinicindainnders timed 1,406 108,983 


Principat Imports. 
The chief articles of import into Siam in 1918-19 were :-- 


Article. Quantity. Value. 
Tons. £ 
Cotton manufactures ...... 3,925 1,924,014 
(4+ 304,424 corges) 
ee , 147 343,250 
(Linen, silk and wool) 
Metal manufactures ......... 6,335 405,131 
peer Saeinniciaswactin 1,218 336,615 
NE  ksicnicceienes » . ebabe 23,110 316,409 
Bales 
Gunny bags ............ ehannes 18,839 397 444 
Paels. 
TE en ETT ee 48,650 339,192 
Gallons. 
| ree 4,174,120 252,968 


Banance or TRADE. 

The trade of Siam is thus largely concerned with the 
import of cotton manufactures and other textiles and the 
export of rice. 

As a rule, of late vears exports and imports have approxi- 
mately balanced one another in value, and this fact has made 
the work of the Exchange Banks, which operate in Bangkok, 
easy in arranging credits. 

CEREAL SHORTAGE AND Rice Prices. 

Put during the year 1918-19 a great shortage of cereals 
hecame evident throughout the Far East, and the price of 
rice began to soar towards the end of 1918, as the result of 
enquiries for large quantities from Netherland East Indies 
and Japan. In May, 1918, the price of Siam No. 1 rice was 
locally 13 ticals a picul (1331 lb.) ; in November, 1918, it had 
risen to 17 ticals a picul, and in June, 1919, to 41°50 ticals 
per pr By October it had fallen back to 24 ticals per 
picu 
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Position oF BANGKOK. 


The trade under review is borne to and from the port of 
Bangkok entirely by sea. As Bangkok is the only important 
commercial centre in the kingdom, the figures given above 
may be taken as applying practically to the whole of Siam. 

[Nore.—An article cn the ‘‘Foreign Trade of Bangkok,’’ 
based on the Report on the Foreign Trade and Navigation 
of Bangkok, 1918-19, was published in the ‘Journal’ of 
380th October (see p. 534-5). This gave in detail much in- 
formation concerning the sources of imports, the destina- 


tions of exports, cte. | 


INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT. 
(From H.M. Vice-Consul.) 





BANGKOK. 

The industrial development of Siam, as the term is under- 
stood in the West, is at present only in its infancy, but 
factories have been set up in Bangkok within the past few 
years for the manufacture of: (1) Cement; (2) ice, aerated 
waters ; (3) soap; (4) cigarette-making ; (5) tanning of hides 
for leather. 

There are seven factories in all. These comprise one 
cement factory with a capital of 1,500,000 ticals (£115,000) : 
three aerated water factories; one soap; one cigarette; and 
one leather factory. 

ToreEIGN Caritat. 


The cement, the leather, and one of the acrated water 
companies are registered as Siamese limited liability com- 
panies, though the management and a large part of the 
capital are in all three cases foreign. The Privy Purse owns, 
however, half the shares in the cement company. One of the 
aerated water factories is a branch of a British Singapore 
firm (capital, £42,000). 

The third aerated water factory and the soap factory were 
both Siamese-owned, but the soap factory is now in Anglo- 
Danish hands. The cigarette factory is the property of a 
Greek. There are also two or three Chinese tanneries in 
Bangkok. 

TrmMBER-MILLING. 

The milling of timber is confined to Bangkok, and with 
one British-Chinese exception, is in the hands of five Euro- 
pean firms, four of which are British and one Danish. 

The timber milled is principally teak, which is floated 
down the great river-system of the country from the 
northern forests of Siam. But other hard woods are also 
worked to a certain extent. One Siamese company, for which 
one of the above four British firms acts as the managing 
agents, was formed some years ago for the purpose of ex- 
tracting and milling a number of hard woods, of which the 
chief is ‘‘Mai Yang.’’ In this case the milling takes place 
at Sriracha. a small town on the east coast of the Gulf of 
Siam, about 80 miles from Bangkok. The Danish company 
mentioned above is also working hard woods in the Bandon 
district of the peninsula. 

Each of the five above firms has its branches scattered 
throughout the North of Siam for the extraction of timber, 
and the men employed in the industry are principally 
Burmese and Shan British subjects, as regards sub-contrac- 
tors, and Kamouks (French protégés from the east bank of 
the Mekhong), and Laos. as regards forest workers and 
elephant drivers. : 

TIN-MINING. 

Tin-mining has been confined hitherto to the central 
portion of the Siamese Malay Peninsula, viz., the districts 
of Langsuan, Renong, and Puket, but is gradually extend- 
ing over the major part of the Siamese portion of the 
Peninsula, and is likely to develop to a considerable extent. 
The companies interested at present are chiefly of Australian 
origin. 

WoLrram. 

Wolfram-mining is carried on, on both sides of the 
Peninsula, in the provinces of Nakawn Sritamarat, Singora, 
and Puket, but mainly on the East coast, and the whole out- 
put was recently being utilised for Allied war purposes. This 
output has not yet reached, however, a very large figure. 

DIAMONDS. 

Ruby and sapphire mining are carried on to a certain 
extent in the Chantaboon district of Siam, chiefly by 
Burmese, though the major portion of the stones found 
comes actually from Pailin, which is now in French territory 
outside Siam. The export trade in these stones is still 
mostly carried on through Bangkok. 

Rice-MILLING. 


Rice-milling, which is mainly carried on to meet export 
demands, is also engaged on account of local consumption. 
It is confined almost entirely to Bangkok, but there are a 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





jew small mills at Sanggora, Ratburi, Patriew, and other 
towns of the interior of Siam. 

Nearly all the mills are Chinese-owned, though a few are 
the property of Siamese, European firms have attempted 
the milling of rice in competition with the Chinese, but un- 
successfully, and their mills are now closed down or sold to 
Chinese firms. A Swiss firm is, however, about to make 
another attempt to compete | 

Export oF RIcE. 

The export ot rice to Europe, South Africa, ete., which 
amounts to about 30 per cent. of the total exports of rice, 
and consists chiefly of white polished rice, is mainly in the 
hands of Europeans, chiefly British firms. The remaining 
‘ per cent, is exported by the Chinese mills to Hongkong 
for China, and to Singapore for Federated Malay States 
consumption, and for transhipment to the Dutch East Indies. 

WoovEn Boat-BvuILpIne. 


The building of sampans, padi-boats, and house-boats (for 
up-country travelling) of teak wood is in Chinese hands, and 
supplies local requirements only. 

The Siamese proprietor of one of the aerated water fac- 
tories has lately, in view of the greatly enhanced value of 
tonnage, built in Bangkok an ocean-going wooden vessel 
fitted with a motor, of about 200 tons. 

FURNITURE-MAKING. 

A very considerable industry is in the hands of the Chinese, 

who use wood (chiefly teak) and cane (rattan), 
RikIsHAs, GHARRIES, ETC. 


A great number of rikishas are manufactured annually. 
The tyres and hubs are imported. This industry is also in 
Chinese hands. 

SILK AND CoTTon WEAVING 

Native skirts (*‘sins’’) are woven throughout the North 
of Siam by the Laos, for local use, of silk and cotton. Native 
nether garments (‘‘panungs’’) as worn by the Siamese are 
woven in the Chantaboon district of Siam, of cotton. The 
yarn, both silk and cotton, is all imported; in the north 
chiefly through Burma; in the South through Bangkok. 
There is also a small amount of silk and cotton-weaving 
carried on in Bangkok by Burmese, Siamese, and Mons. 

Sunk DyYEIne. 

This is carried on in Bangkok by the Chinese, Black and 
blue are the colours in use, and only vegetable dyes are used. 
The silk is sent in large quantities from China for the pur- 
pose of being dyed, and is then re-exported to China, Singa- 
pore, and elsewhere, the reason being that the dye is 
obtained from perishable fresh fruit, which cannot therefore 
he exported for the required purpose. 

Topacco. 

Grown chiefly in the Chantaboon district for general ccn- 
sumption, it is also produced in the north and other districts 
of Siam for local consumption 

The Chantaboon tobacco is cured in the district and then 
sent to Bangkok, where many small native factories exist, 
for the rolling of cigarettes in banana, areca-palm, and lotus 
leaves. There is also now an increasing export of Chanta- 
boon tobacco to Singapore. 

In the main, Siam may be said to preduce her own raw 
materials for such few industries as she possesses. She is, 
however, essentially an exporting country and procures from 
elsewhere almost exclusively such manufactured articles as 
she requires. 





LATIN AMERICA. 





BRAZIL. 
THE ANHINGA FIBRE INDUSTRY. 


The plant known as anhinga is a native of the State of 
Para, Brazil, and it is declared that this State alone is 
capable of producing 100,000 tons annually for export. 

The anhinga constitutes the raw material from which 
cellulose for the manufacture of linen paper is obtained. The 
fibres may also be transformed by a chemical process into an 
artificial cotton fibre. The fact that this fibre does not 
decay gives it an advantage over that obtained from analo- 
gous plants. 

The anhinga grows along the banks of all the rivers of 
Para, which have a slow current, permitting a soft bed of 
mud for their roots. In 1908 the Commercial Association of 
Para received a letter from a paper factory as to the 
possibilities of obtaining this fibre in large quantities, but 
at the time the association was unable to find anyone to 
exploit the industry, because of the large and easily acquired 

profits afforded by the rubber industry. 





However, experi- 
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ments were made last year with excellent results, and those 
interested in the new industry have recommended that 
abandoned sugar mills be fitted up for the treatment of the 
fibre. 

A mill already in operation is producing 600 kilos daily. 
The price of the fibre at Para is 300 to 350 reis per kilo, It 
is stated that the head of the Para State Chemical Labora- 
tery has discovered a new process for dissolving the fibres, 
transforming them into very fine, white fibres, like cotton 
fibre of prime quality. Moreover, their structure, it is 
stated, is superior to that of the cotton fibre, since the lines 
are straight and parallel. 


CHILE. 
ADDITIONAL LOANS TO NITRATE 
PRODUCERS. 

(Krom H.M,. Minister.) 








SANTIAGO. 

Among the measures adopted by the Chilean Government 
during the war tor assisting the Nitrate Industry was the 
passing ot a series of Laws—on 12th August, 1914, 21st 
September, 1917, and 2lst August, 1918—authorising the 
Treasury to make advances of money to the nitrate pro- 
ducers on the stocks of nitrate ready for transportation or 
shipment. 

The loans made to nitrate producers up to the end of 
June, 1918, amounted to 98,170,393 pesos, of which all but 
4,899,491 pesos has been repaid. 

The terms on which the advances have been made have 
been modified to suit the conditions of trade, and when last 
established by the Law of 21st August, 1918, fixed the sum 
advanced on a Spanish quintal (of 46 kilos) of nitrate ready 
at the port for shipment at six pesos, and on that ready 
at the works for transportation at four pesos, the minimum 
interest payable being 4 per cent., and authority being given 
for advances on a maximum aniount of eight million quintals 
of nitrate. 

The Chilian Government now propose to increase the 
maximum amount of nitrate on which the loans are based 
from eight to twelve million quintals, in order to stave 
off the paralysation of the nitrate industry by the closing 
down of the works which is threatened by the unfavourable 
state of the nitrate market, and, moreover, with the object 
of avoiding a further increase in the number of unemployed 
workmen, 

This measure has been sent to Congress for its approval, 
but has not vet actually come into force. 





CUBA. 
FOREIGN TRADE, 1918-19. 


Statistics turnished by the Consul in London tor the 
Republic of Cuba show that the total value of the foreign 
trade of Cuba during the past official year was 792,800,03)) 
pesos, toward which imports contributed 315,578,167 pesos, 
and exports 477,221,863 pesos. These figures mark a sub- 
stantial increase on those of 1917-18, when the total foreign 
trade was valued at 682,408,460 pesos (imports 302,624,175 
pesos, and exports 379,784,285 pesos). The following com- 
parative tables give the direction of trade during both the 
periods under review :— 





Exports. 


1917-18. 1918-19. 

Pesos. Pesos. 
United States of America ...... 978,703,690 350,327 ,887 
Other American countries ...... 9 729,109 9 258,748 
SEIN \- stcuncuunuenvaneenamnecnden neniehi 4,198,741 6,045,196 
RT eT Oe TTS home 8.965,231 11,323,841 
United Kingdom ......... ankineie 76,722,355 96 813,956 
Other European countries ........ 347 034 2,346,594 
Cther GOUMETIES .........6c066cc0000- 1,118,125 1,105,641 

IMPORTS. 

1917-18. 1918-19. 

Pesos. Pesos. 
United States of America ...... 928,101 .754 235,628,661 
Other American countries ....... 21,905,975 92. 516,99 
SE Edvieasinaaiamagneies Litanieudes 11,694,829 13,331,728 
EE. nn scinesnciniciwnmetit tudes 6,874,981 8,264,853 
United Kingdom _...............45: 12,508,056 9 349,063 
Other European countries 3,095 962 2,186,480 
Te rere re 18 442,354 24.309,462 


As will be seen above there were considerable increases 
in exports to the United Kingdom and European countries, 
as well as to the United States, during 1918-19. Imports from 
the United Kingdom decreased about 25 per cent. 


—— 
= _ 
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Finance and Banking. 


ITALY. 


OPERATION OF FINANCIAL MEASURES. 
(From H.M. Commercial Counsellor.) 








Rome. 

The following summary, taken from the ‘‘ Giornale 
d'Italia’ of 30th November, shows the dates on which the 
various measures are to come into force :— 

The 5 per cent. consolidated loan, to be issued at 87-50, 
will be open for subscription between 5th January and 
7th February, 1920. 

The tax on war profits came into force on 26th November 
last. 

The Extra-Ordinary Levy on fortunes will be in force from 
Ist January, 1929, until 3lst December, 1949. 

The new income tax comes into force on Ist January, 
1921. 

The special tax on the dividends derived from Bearer 
Bonds—that is to say, the increased taxation of from 2 to 
5 per cent.—will be enforced for all companies whose balance- 
sheets were made up after 26th November last. 

The new tariff for registration taxes is applicable from 
Ist January, 1920. 

The new scale of taxes on inheritances and legacies dates 
from 26th November last. ia 

The Stamp Taxes on the sale of objects of luxury 
are to begin on Ist January, 1920, and all tradesmen dealing 
in such objects had to declare their requirements before 
31st December, 1919. 

On Ist January, 1920, the list of the dividends and interest 
payable on shares in commercial and communal companies 
will be subject to the graduated stamp tax. 

The new scale of mortgage taxation comes into force on 
Ist January, 1920. 

The new scale of taxes on Government concessions and 
other administrative measures will be introduced on 
Ist January, 1920. 

The increased death duties are to date from Ist January, 
1920. 

The new taxes on bicyeles, motor-cars, ete., are to be im- 
posed from Ist January, 1920, 

The stamp tax on mineral waters is to date from Ist Janu- 
arv, 1920. 

The new scale of taxation on insurance policies comes into 
force on Ist January, 1920. 

The stamp tax on hottled wines came into 
December, 1919. 

The special tax on sales of luxury tissues and gloves will 
he applicable on a day to be fixed by the Minister of Finance, 
and at the expiration of the fifth succeeding day all manu- 
facturers of articles subject to this tax must inform the 
authorities at the Ministry of Finance. 

The excise on beer came into force on 27th November, 
1919, ; 

The increase in the statistical tax at the Customs House 
hegan on 27th November, 1919. 


lst 


force on 





THE CAPITAL TAN. 
(From H.M. Commercial Counsellor.) 
Romp. 

Some typical examples of the working of the capital tax, 
taken from the ‘‘ Tribuna,’’ are given below. The tax, as 
stated previously, will be spread over a period of thirty 
years : — 

(1) Persons employed by the State or other public body 
with income of lire 13,200 will pay 9 per cent. normal tax 
and 1:92 per cent. supplementary tax. 

(2) A professional man with an income of lire 40,000, all 
earned, will pay 15:6 per cent. normal tax and 4:14 per cent. 
supplementary tax. 

(3) The owner of land to the value of lire 100,000 and 
income of lire 4,500 will pay 15-23 per cent. tax and super 
tax, 2°33 per cent. capital tax, 155 per cent. supplementary, 
total 19°81 per cent. (sic). 

(4) A capitalist with a fortune of a million made up of 
lire 700,000 in land and lire 300,000 in consolidated stock, 
with an income of lire 46,500, will pay 10-97 per cent. 
normal tax, 4°8 per cent. capital tax, and 4:52 per cent. 
supplementary tax; total, 20°29 per cent. 

(5) A manufacturer with a fortune of a million, made up 

of lire 700,000 in his business and lire 300,000 in house 
property, with an income of lire 88,000, will pay 18-2 per 
cent. normal tax, 3-97 per cent. capital tax, and 5-44 per 
cent. supplementary ; total, 27°61 per cent. 
_ (6) A landed proprietor with ten million capital and an 
income of lire 450,000 will pay 16:2 per cent. normal tax, 
10-48 per cent. supplementary tax, 6°48 per cent. capital tax ; 
total, 33-16 per cent. 
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(7) A capitalist with a fortune of ten million made up of 
three million in land, three in house property, and 1 in 
shares, with an income of lire 275,000, will pay 21-19 per 
cent. normal tax, 6°19 per cent. capital tax, and 7-9 per cent. 
supplementary tax ; total, 35°28 per cent. 

(8) The owner of house property to the value of lire 100,000 
and income of lire 6,000 will pay 30°66 per cent. normal 
tax, 3°77 per cent. capital tax, and 1-26 per cent. supplemen- 
tary ; total, 35°69 per cent. 

(9) A holder of house property to the value of ten million 
with income of lire 600,000 will pay 30°66 per cent. normal 
tax, 8-98 per cent. capital tax, 8-22 per cent. supplementary 
tax; total, 47°86 per cent. 

(10) A capitalist owning a hundred million, 70 million in 
shares, 10 million in land, 10 million in house property, and 
10 million in Treasury Bonds, with income of 73 million, pays 
21-21 per cent. normal tax, 11:07 per cent. capital tax, and 
22 per cent. supplementary ; total, 54°28 per cent. 





CAUSES OF HIGH RATE OF ENCHANGE. 
Dealing with the causes of the high rates. of 


exchange prevailing against Italy during the last few 
months, ‘* I] Corriere Economico ”’ analyses them as under: 

(1) The continual increase of toreign imports. During 
the first half of 1919 imports exceeded exports hy seven 
milliard lire. 

(2) The prohibition to export several articles necessary for 
home consumption. 

(3) The running out of credits abroad, especially in 
America and England, and the difficulties of obtaining 
others, principally in the former country, which seems ‘to 
he waiting to see clearly our internal political situation. 

(4) Exaggerated fear regarding the internal situation of 
the country, which operates not only in the sense of making 
difficult the obtaining of credits from foreign Governments, 
hut impedes, if it does not actually. stop, the openings of 
credits by private individuals. 

(5) The diminution in the remittances of emigrants, 
which, according to the figures being compiled by the Com- 
missary of Emigration, is very considerable, also the con- 
tinued absence of foreigners in the country. 

(6) The uncertain pronouncements regarding taxation 
which affect foreign capital in Italy, and the consequent exit 
not only of much foreign but also of Italian capita#, especi- 
ally under the form of failure to import the payments for 
goods exported. sums which some persons prefer to keep on 
deposit out of Italy. 

(7) Speculation. 

An exception is the exchange in France, which is in direct 
and evident relation with the present extremely favourable 
halance of Italian trade with that country. 





MEXICO. 


NEW COINAGE. 

The “Diario Oficial’? of 31st October publishes a Decree 
establishing a new silver and copper coinage in Mexico. 
This measure is due to the rise in the price of silver and its 
consequences. The Decree stipulates as follows :— 

DoLiLar. 

This coin will have a diameter of 34 millimetres, a weight 
of 16-666 grammes, and will contain at least 12 grammes of 
pure silver. : 

The face of the coin will bear the National Shield with 
the inscription ‘Estados Unidos Mexicanos’ in the 
exergue. The reverse will bear the Phrygian Cap with the 
value ‘Un peso’’ inscribed and date of issue. Towards the 
rim it will have ornamentation on both sides. On the rm 
will be engraved ‘‘Independencia y Libertad.” 


Firty Cents. 
This coin will have a diameter of 27 millimetres, a weight 
of 8-333 grammes, and will ¢ontain at least 6 grammes ot 


pure silver. 
The design will be similar to the present fifty cent piece. 


CENTS. 





TWENTY 


This coin will have a diameter of 19 millimetres, a weight 
of 3:333 grammes, and will contain at least 2-400 grammes 
of pure silver. 

The design will be similar to the present twenty cent 
piece. 

Ten CENTS. 

A new bronze coin will be issued. 

The above coinage can be changed into gold at the Ministry 
of Finance on the presentation there of amounts of 20 dols. 
or over. 
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Shipping and Docks. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
CASUALTY RETURNS, NOVEMPER 1919. 


The Liverpool Underwriters’ Association has issued the 








following returns of casualties to vessels of 500 tons gross 
register and upwards, which has been posted in the Loss 
Book during the month ended 30th November, 1919 :— 


Gross 
1919. Number. Tonnage. 
British R Sebtecutgundsinwebinnia 2 3,275 
S eee ‘) a ams 
ee sencenneenne ees r 24,652 
oe _— Sail TE pee eee 5 3,526 
- ee 18 36,161 
32 67.614 
Gross 
1918 Number Tonnage. 
Briticl a ee _— — 
selena natal SENONE siescnpecsnnances G6 19,833 
— DEE Kactuwiesevacasenen a 4.665 
Pemakes Ms to 
——— IN, .cdtncuhanseuienn iG 33, 10% 
26 57.605 
Gross 
. r, 
1917 Number Tonnage. 
British ME. icin buuneusueutans’ 1 569 
Foes Savsnwatatena SNL: . scucnedvwsnsbuieed G 9.373 
me |: eres | 5.672 
‘ "OVO? ial fal : 
cee | (“a SHese I Steam’ wo... 16 32.034 
27 47.648 





AUSTRALIA. 
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN HARBOUR 
REGULATIONS. 

The Board of Trade have received a copy of the following 
Regulations made by the Governor of South Australia in 
Council on 21st August and 16th October last respectively: 

By virtue of the powers conferred by the Harbours Act, 
1913, His Excellency the Governor in Council, on the re- 
commendation of the South Australian Harbours Board, 
hereby makes the following regulation : — 


CoNTROL OF FISHING ON JETTIES AND WHARVES. . 





No person or persons shall place or leave, or cause or 
permit to be placed or left, any filth, refuse, objectionable 
matter or article on, or foul by landing or cleaning fish, 
any jetty or wharf now under the control or which may 
hereafter be placed under the control of the South Austra- 
lian Harbours Board. 

PENALTY. 

The penalty for a breach of this regulation shall be a sum 
not exceeding one hundred pounds, and, in addition to the 
penalty, any expense incurred by the Board or any person 
in consequence of the said breach shall be paid by the 
person committing such breach. 

By virtue of the powers conferred by the Harbours Act. 
1913, His Excellency the Governor in Council, on the re- 
commendation of the South Australian Harbours Board, 
hereby revokes the regulation under the said Act made on 
the 9th dav of October. 1919. and makes the following 
regulation in lieu thereof :— 

(1) Notwithstanding anything to the contrarv contained 
in anv regulations heretofore made by virtue of the powers 
conferred by the Harbours Act. 1913. the following services 
shall he charged and paid for at a rate twenty per centum 
in addition to the dues, fees, tolls, rents, and other rates in 
force on the 39th day of September, 1919, viz. :— 


Tonnage rates. 

Wharfage. 

Storage. 

Explosive rents and other 
charges. 


Port dues. 

Pilotage dues. 

Mooring dues. 

Mercantile marine fees. 
Survey and examination fecs. 


(2) This regulation shall operate as from the 16th dav 
of Octoher. 1919, and shall not apply or be chargeable in 
respect of fish, small parcels, milk and cream, or other goods 
upon which the authorised charges have hitherto been paid 
by means of duly authorised stamps. 








—!- 


SHIPPING AND DOCKS —ccntinued. 





FIJI. 
IMPORTANCE OF SUVA. 


In Suva excellent harbour accommodation has been pyro- 
vided By the completion of the harbour works at a cost of 
a sum of £215,000. Vessels drawing up to 30 feet of water 
can be berthed at the wharves, while the reclamation works 
provide ample space for storage sheds and business premises, 

It would be a distinct advantage to the Colony, states 
the Colonial Report for 1918 (No. 1006), if vessels from 
and to the United Kingdom and India could be induced to 
call at Suva. As much of the goods imported for use in the 
Coiony is produced in the United Kingdom, and as one of 
the principal exports (copra) is, or should be, shipped 
thence, there is an excellent opening for a direct line of 
steamers to call at Suva, 

As regards India, foodstuffs for use of the Indian popula- 
tion could, with advantage, be imported direct, while the 
vessels would affcrd opportunities for passenger traffic 
between Fiji and Jndia, of which advantage would be taken, 

The nationalities of vessels visiting the Colony are shown 
in the following table :— 





1917. 1918. 
Nationality, No. Tons. No. Tons. 
I oo heal ecewietarbaes 1384 337,629 «126 = =308,61] 
United States of America 23 11,443 46 22,421 
| 1 2.345 2 4,690 
BINS . vinhaxenaicesamuRuneinies 4 3,908 6 1 ,232 
ES Si ite cea calcnetiateae | 904 — — 





163 355,829 180 336,954 





The increase in the number of vessels belonging to the 
United States of America calling at Fiji is accounted for 
by the fact that all the copra exported during 1918 was 
shipped to the United States, principally in American 
schooners. The Japanese auxiliary schooners belonging to 
the South Pacific Trading Company continue to call here 
from Japan. They sometimes go to New Zealand and 
return to Fiji for copra and trocas shell, afterwards pro- 
ceeding-to Japan. 





BELGIUM. 
HARBOUR DEVELOPMENTS AT OSTEND. 


(From H.M. Coimereial Secretary.) 


BRUSSELS. 





The Town Council of Ostend has unanimously decided to 
put into execution at the earliest possible moment the plans 
for the construction of a fishing harbour on the east of the 
watercourse. 

The three commercial basins are to be retroceded to the 
town, the State reserving the right to requisition such por: 
tions of the one situated between Ostend Quay Station and 
the bridge of the rue de la Chapelle, of the Park Marie 
Henriette, the creosoting vard, and any other grounds 
belonging to the town which shall be found necessary for the 
construction of a single station—Ostend Quay. This to be 
a combination of the two existing stations. 

Two harbours for yachts will be made by the Ostend town 
authorities out of the dry dock at present reserved for incom- 
ing fishing boats, and the creck existing near the locks of 
the commercial basins. 

Tue Fisutnea Port. 


The fishing port will be taken over by the State, and will 
include a dry dock with a careening installation, a floating 
dock with a harbour annexed, a lift lock with a channel of 
approach communicating with the outer harbour, a dry dock 
for steam trawlers, ete. 

The town of Ostend will contribute towards the cost of the 
above-mentioned work up to the sum of 2,000,000 francs. 

New Larcer Lock. 

The lock of the commercial basins in front of the quay 
station, the Slykens harbour, and the bridge of the outer 
harbour (Yacht Club) will be replaced by a large lock to be 
constructed above the actual lock at the end of the outer 
harbour. <A bridge will be constructed on each of the pro- 
posed large lock heads. 

All this work will be executed at the expense of the State. 
and subsequently handed over to the town of Ostend, and 
the latter will ensure the upkeep and exploitation. 
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SHIPPING AND DOCKS—continuwed. 





The State will construct a large dry dock above the new 
lock of Slykens. They will alse construct a thermal estab- 
lishment on a site not yet determined, at an estimated cost 
of 15,000,000 francs. 

CONCESSIONS TO BE GRANTED. 

The State and the town will grant concessions under the 
control of a Comunission and according to specifications 
mutually agreed upon :— 

1. On the part of the State: The construction of the new 
fishing harbour, of the large dock of Slvkens, of the com- 
mercial dry dock, and of work of secondary importance. 

2. On the part of the town: The fitting up of the fishing 
harbour, ihe establishment of two basins for yachts, the 
filling up of the commercial basins, and the establishment of 
an industrial port. 

Further concessions will be granted in respect of the use 
of different installations, harbours, bridges, locks, and mari- 
time constructions. The grantees may possibly be expected 
to subscribe to a loan, the amount of which will be deter- 
mined later, made in Belgium or abroad by the State or the 
town of Ostend. Rights of exploitation are to be granted 
for sixty-six years, 





FORMOSA. 





TAKOW HARBOUR WORKS. 


(From H.M, Acting Consul.) 
TAMSUCI. 


The work for which expenditure has already been sanc- 
tioned only extends to the 4,500 feet of quay. The open 
dock and extension of quay have yet to receive official 
approval. 

Owing to the narrow entrance, vessels over 6,000 tons 
cannot enter the harbour at present, but part of the rocky 
promontory on the north of the entrance is to be removed, 
and vessels up to 10,000 tons will then be admitted. The 
width of the existing entrance is only 380 feet. When the 
entrance is widened, Takow will be a much better harbour 
than Keelung, the small size of which renders it dangerous 
for shipping in a- typhoon from the north or east. 

Takow is free from this drawback, as the harbour 1; 
much less cramped. It is true that the spit of land en- 
closing the lagoon on the south-west is too low to afford 
protection from the wind, and much inconvenience is ex- 
perienced in the season of the south-west monsoon, but it at 
least forms an adequate breakwater. The harbour will 
always remain very difficult and even dangerous to enter 
in a gale, but for shipping inside it will be much safer than 
Keelung. Another advantage which Takow enjoys is that 
the lagoon (eight miles long by one mile wide at its broadest 
point) will afford plenty of space for expansion in the future. 

Yhe two German cranes mentioned on the quay are what 
is known as semi-potal cantilever cranes. Though the 
machinery, etc., came from Germany, the steel frame go- 
downs which they serve are of American manufacture. Kach 
crane serves two godowns, one behind the other, the capa- 
city of each of which is 80,000 bags of sugar. These 
‘“Luther’’ cranes are apparently especially adapted to the 
handling of large quantities of cargo uniformly packed in 
bags, such, for instance, as sugar. More cranes are re- 
quired, and also more warehouses. An engineer connected 
with the Takow works is at present in America, and he may 
be making arrangements for the foregoing. 

FUTURE OF THE PorT. 


It is difficult to predict the future in regard to this port, 
but it seems highly probable that it has an era of great 
prosperity and expansion before it. The interesting ques- 
tion is whether it will continue to depend, as at present, 
almost entirely on the sugar trade for its imports and 
exports, or whether developments in other directions will 
be witnessed. 

This question must, of course, have relation to the birth 
of industry and production (other than sugar) in the south 
of the island, for which the inception of the enterprise of 
the Formosan Hydro-Electric Company at Lake Candidius 
undoubtedly opens up great possibilities. The supply of 
cheap and plentiful hydro-electric power, together with the 
great natural fertility of the soil, leads one to think that 
the ambitions of the Formosan Government may perhaps 
prove well founded. There remains the question of labour, 
but it must be remembered that, apart from the native 
population, the great reserves of China are close at hand 
to draw on, provided the present difficulties created by the 
silver exchange do not continue indefinitely. 
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Railways, Etc. 


FRANCE, 


ADMINISTRATION OF RAILWAYS 
EXTENDED. 

As the railroad administration in France informed the 
Minister of Public Works in June last that the railways 
are not yet In a position to revert to their pre-war services, 
a Presidential Decree, dated 15th October, provides for their 
administration until 3lst December, 1920. 

According to the Decree, the principal railways must 
give priority in the following cases: 








(1) To the transportation of goods destined for the 
reconstitution of the liberated regions, along the 
lines of the programme laid down by the Ministry 
for the Liberated Regions. : 

(2) To slow freight, in carload lots, along the lines 
recommended by the Ministries of Revictualling 
and Industrial Reconstitution in regard to the 
supply of fuel and revictualling of the whole 
country. 


A provisional committee will be formed to decide upon the 
necessary measures to insure the proper compliance with 
these provisions and the satisfactory working of the great 
railroad systems. Another committee will be appointed to 
deal with questions relating to railroad supplies and rolling- 
steck, and to co-ordinate the action of the railroads in 
respect to such matters. 

This latter committee will include among its members 
three manufacturers of railroad material designated by the 
Ministry of Public Works.. Its decisions are final, with 
the exception of measures relating to closing stations, sup- 
pression of trains, or limiting shipments. In such cases 
its decisions are subject to revision by the Ministry. 

The effect of the above is that the railroad administrations 
are not claiming a prompt return to entire liberty of action, 
but they ask for the maintenance of a certain number of the 
regulations at present in force, and particularly those re- 
specting priority of transportation for certain essential 
products; and they also ask that the regulations governing 
delivery of goods be modified to a certain degree. 





ITALY. 


ELECTRIFICATION OF LEGHORN-FLORENCE 
AND ROME-ADRIATIC LINES. 


(Krom H.M, Commercial Counsellor.) 





Rome. 

A writer in the lialian press has stated his cpinion that 
as low grade fuel (turf and lignite) can undoubtedly be used 
for the purpose, the electrification of the Leghorn Railway 
can easily be accomplished in a Jittle more than ten years 
provided that the Ministry of Transports and the ‘‘Ilva’’ 
company can come to an understanding. 

The ‘‘ Ilva’’ is mentioned because this company controls 
the ‘‘ Societa delle Torbiere d’Italia,’? which, in order to 
utilise the turf in the Massaciuccoli basin, is constructing 
an electric station of 10,000 kw. power and capable of an 
output of 40 million kwhr, per annum. The principal scope 
of this plant is the electrification of the State Railways. 

A plant of this kind can certainly be used for the eiectrifi- 
caiion of a railway line for goods and passengers, with 
heavy traffic, of over 200 kilometres. The Leghorn-Florence 
line is only 99 kilometres. 


RomME-ADRIATIC LINE. 


It is well to add, however, that the State Railways intend 
to electrify the Roma-Sulmona-Castellammare Adriatico 
iine. This line is 240 kilometres and is somewhat difficult 
owing to the numerous curves and steep gradients, but has 
fess traffic than the Leghorn-Ftorence line. 

'To electrify this line the State Railways ask for a station 
of 4,000 kw. power with an average employment of 3,000 hrs. 
per annum, which would mean 40,000,000 kwhrs. per annum. 

An article on the Royal Decree for the electrification of 
certain Italian Railways appeared in the ‘Journal ”’ of 25th 
September (p. 40L). 


Itaty AND BowemMIA, 


It was reperted in the Italian press recently that the 
Italian and Bohemian Governments had stipulated a Con- 
vention by which the railway passing through Bavaria, 
Kujstein and the Brenner shall also be used for through 
traffic. 
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RAILWAYS, ETC.—continued. ., ._ 


JAPAN. 


UNDERGROUND ELECTRIC RAILWAY 
FOR TOKIO. 


(From H.M. Vice-Consul.) 








Tokio. 

Definite applications have been made for franchises for an 
underground electric railway in Tokio. Official sanction has 
been given to a private syndicate for the construction of such 
a railway, and the ‘“‘ Tokio City Company ”’ has been formed 
with a capital of probably 50,000,000 yen (about £5,000,000) 
for the purpose. 

It appears that the length of the first section of the line 
will be nine miles, and the period for the completion of that 
section three years. 








POLAND. 
DIRECTIONS TO INTENDING 
TRAVELLERS. 


(From H.M. Legation.) 
WaRSAW. 

The following directions are submitted for the guidance 
of business men who may be desirous of travelling trom 
the United Kingdom to Warsaw :— 

The route is via France, Switzerland, Austria, Czecho- 
Slovakia, Poland, and visas must be obtained from these 
countries in the ordinary way through their Missions in 
London. 

At present a special French military train runs through 
from Paris to Warsaw, and permission to travel on it must 
be obtained from the French military authorities in Paris 
through the intermediary of the British Embassy there, As 
the train leaves only three times weekly (on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays), and as, moreover, accommoda- 
tion on it is very limited, the British Embassy should be 
notified at least ene week before the date on which it 1s 
desired to leave Paris. Intending travellers should be 
warned, however, that they may have to wait in Paris until 
accommodation can be secured for them, and that the allo- 
cation of places on the train is not known at the British 
Embassy until mid-day on the day of departure of the 
train. 

At present the train leaves the Gare de |’Est at 7.20 p.m., 
and travellers should allow ample time at the station, as 
even at the last moment there is apt to be uncertainty as 
regards securing the places assigned. The luggage must be 
registered in the ordinary way, the official maximum weight 
allowed being 50 kilogs. 

The ticket from Paris to Warsaw, including wagon-lit, 
costs about frs. 500, and is paid for on the train as well as 
the cost of the luggage. To this must be added the cost 
of subsistence during the journey—about frs. 40 per day. 
A very good restaurant car is attached to the train. 

Ail luggage is examined by the Customs authorities on 
the French-Swiss frontier, and again at Warsaw, Officially, 
no French gold and not more than frs. 1,000 in French notes 
may be taken out of the country, and no articles de luxe, 
including jewellery, cigarettes, etc., may be taken ito 
Foland. 

Accommodation in Warsaw is very difficult to obtain, and 
should, if possible, be arranged for beforehand. 

The return journey to Paris is arranged for by the 
British Legation at Warsaw, ten days’ to a week’s notice 
being required in order to secure a seat. 


URUGUAY 


STATE ACQUISITION OF RAILWAYS. 
(From Ti.M. Minister.) 








MONTEVIDEO. 

The Uruguayan Government having recently purchased 
from the Central Uruguay Railway Company the line from 
the port of Paloma to Rocha, has now taken over the 
property of the Eastern Railway, namely, the line to 
Maldonado from Olmos Junction on the Minas branch of the 
Central Uruguay Railway. 

These two acquisitions render more probable the construc- 
tior. of the long-talked-of line from San Carlos (near 
Maldonado) to Rocha, the object being to connect by rail 
the latter place with Montevideo and facilitate the develop- 
ment of the comparatively isolated department of Rocha. 

The Government also owns a line from Durazno on the 
main line of the Central Uruguay Railway to Trinidad, the 
capital of the Department of Flores. This line, forty-seven 
kilometres long, was constructed on Government account 
and has been open to traffic since 1917. 


GE 
<_" 














Minerals and Metals. 


COSTA _ RICA. 
MINING LAWS. 


In a report on Costa Rican mining laws, the American 
Consul states that they are generally regarded as inadequate 
and that both the Congress and mine operators have been 
contemplating a revision. 

The method of acquiring titles in Costa Rica other than 
by purchase is briefly as follows: —The Government is vested 
with the ownership of the subsoil; therefore the right to 
mines may only be obtained by denouncement or filing of 
claim. 

The formalities of survey and location and the preliminary 
mine work having been fulfilled, the judge makes delivery 
of the mine and issues the respective title thereto, which 
holds good while the mine is being developed, but should 
the property be abandoned for a term of two years the 
miuing title is lost. As soon as the delivery of the mine 
has been made, the denouncer possesses all the right of full 
ownership, and may therefore sell, mortgage, or dispose of 
it in any way that he desires. Like any other real estate 
property, mines are subject to the payment of a land tax 
and also to the payment of a 2 per cent. tax on the net 
output. 

No distinction is made between native and foreign ac- 
quisition or mining rights or concessions, nor the administra- 
tion or distribution of the mineral production. 
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JAPAN. 


PRODUCTION, EXPORT AND IMPORT 
OF COAL, 1913—18. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 





YOKOHAMA. 


The production of coal during the six years 1913-1918 
aggregated 141,392,580 metric tons. The output in the first 
year totalled 21,315,962 tons, but while there was an 
increase to 22,293,419 tons in 1914, the following year 
witnessed a fall to 20,490,747 tons, the smallest out-turn of 
the series. In 1916, however, there was a recovery to 
22,901,580 tons, which was followed by an -expansion to 
26,361,420 tons in the ensuing year, and a further increase 
to 28,029,452 tons in 1918. ~ 

Exports. 

The exports during the period under review amounted to 
18,427,108 metric tons. The first year, 1913, showed the 
largest figures, at 3,870,600 tons, and, with the exception of 
a slight recovery to 3,016,947 tons in 1916, there was a 
continuous decrease until, in 1918, the shipments were 
approximately only 2,215,201 tons. 

Imports. | 

The coal, arriving in Japan during the same period totalled 
4,192,487 metric tons. The yearly figures show great irregu- 
larity. The 1913 imports were 576,772 tons; those of 1914 
jumped to 957,709 tons. In the next year there was a 
decrease to 614,677 tons, and in 1916 a further shrinkage to 
596,110 tons. There was a substantial upward movement to 
713,080 tons in 1917, and the country’s receipts of coal from 
abroad were again enlarged last vear, when 774,139 metric 
tons were imported. | 


UNITED STATES OF AMERIC A. 
TRON, STEEL AND COPPER MOVEMENTS. 


The demand for iron and steel products at home and 
abroad should tax the capacity of all the steel plants for 
an extended time, states the Report of the United States 
Bureau of Mines. The largest domestic demand for steel 
comes from the railroads, the oil industry, automobile 
manufacturers, agricultural implement makers, and con- 
structional engineering firms. Foreign buyers will be 
subject, in consequence, to rather indefinite future delivery. 








STEEL WorKERS’ STRIKE. 


Before the strike the production of steel was about 85 per 
cent. of normal, Even in districts where the stoppage was 
most severely felt steady increases of output have been 
recorded since, and in the Birmingham field the October 
production was expected to equal, if not actually exceed, 
the normal out-turn, At the end of September the produc- 
tion of the whole of the steel-producing districts was 
estimated at from 50 to 60 per cent. of the pre-strike rate. 


Pic-Iron Propvwction. 


The estimated September output of pig-iron, at 2,402,011 
tons, marked a decrease of only 12-4 per cent, from the 
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MINERALS AND METALS —continued. 





August production, whereas the number of furnaces in 
operation decreased 35 per cent., showing that there was a 
substantial increase in the rate of output on the part of the 
163 furnaces continuing in operation. 

EXPoRTs AND Imports. 

Exports of pig-iron during September, at 158.976 tons, 
were only about 25 per cent. in excess of the imports of 
15,168 tons, and compared with the August shipments of 
35,764 tons show a decrease of nearly 45 per cent. in spite 
of an insistent foreign demand. 

OvuTLOOK Fok Correr. 

In some quarters it is not expected that production will 
return to normal until the Central Powers again become a 
factor in the market. The September output of the metal, 


at $2,298,000 Ib., was rather below the previous month’s, 


p roduction, 
Exvorts AND IMPORTS. 


Exports during September amounted to 65,880,000 Ib., 
as compared with 52,686,000 Ib. in August, thus indicating a 
continuance of the decided improvement established by the 
latter month on July. Imports in September totalled 
36,703,000 lb., a moderate increase on the August figures of 
34.350,000 lb. The stock of unsold copper in the United 
States in October was estimated at up to 500,000 tons. 





THE MONUMENTAL GRANITE INDUSTRY. 

The production of granite for the manufacture of monu- 
ments is an industry of considerable magnitude in the 
United States, and, according to the United States Bureau 
of Mines investigations, is increasing in importance every 
vear. While this industry might be regarded as non-essen- 
tial in the prosecution of the recent war, there is probably 
no industry thus classified that suffered less during the war 
period. Although there was a considerable falling off in 
orders, Operators were enabled to maintain their organisa- 
tions and activities approximately on a normal footing. The 
most serious interruptions have taken place subsequent to 
the signing of the Armistice, and were occasioned by strikes. 

The granite industry in the neighbourhood of Barre, 
Vermont, suffered a brief hold-up in August through lack 
of hydro-electric power occasioned hy a severe drought in 
that neighbourhood. The plants are now in full operation, 
and, for the first time since the war, conditions in the 
Rarre district may be regarded as normal. 

Business is very active in the Quincy, Mass., district, and 
the abnormal strike conditions that prevailed during the 
early part of the year are almost overcome. There was a 
steady increase in production during July, and August was 
the best month since the beginning of the war. 

At Keene, N.H., and Milford, Mass., quarry production 
ean scarcely keep pace with the demand for finished stock. 
Similar conditions of prosperity prevail in the St. Cloud 
district of Minnesota, It is estimated that for the present 
vear there will be a 25 per cent. increase in volume of 
production over last year’s figures. 

UTILISATION OF WASTE GRANITE 


An important development in the St. Cloud granite field 
is the recent construction of several large crushing plants to 
utilise the great heaps of waste granite at the various 
quarries, and the spalls at the finishing plants. The exten- 
sive road construction programme in the central region of 
Minnesota has created a keen demand for crushed stone, 
and it has been found that granite is a superior material 
for road costruction. As the percentage of waste at monu- 
mental granite quarries is unusually high, granite producers, 
it is considered, should take advantage of every opportunity 
that may arise for the profitable disposal of waste heaps that 
hot only represent a vast amount of labour from which no 
Profit is gained, but also encumber the ground and, in many 
instances, impede operaticns. 


_ 
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Textiles. 


MESOPOTAMIA. 








CLASSES OF MARKETABLE WOOLS. 
The present wool position in Mesopotamia is described in 
a Memorandum issued by the Director of Agriculture, Bagh- 
dad. According to this, wool dealers and exporters of Bagh- 
dad Yecognise three distinct varieties of Mesopotamian 
wools. These are ‘‘Arabi,’’? ‘“‘Awassi’’ and ‘“‘Karradi.”’ 


ARABI. 


Arabi is the name given to wool from the sheep owned’ 
by the Arabs of the plains of ‘Iraq. It is superior to 
Awassi and Karradi, and compares very favourably with the 
best wools of India, China and the North Coast of Africa, 
including Egypt. This wool is exported to Bradford, where 
it is used in the manufacture of cloth. As regards colour, 
it ranges from so-called black to white, the various colours 
occurring in the following proportions:—48 per cent. 
Lrowns, 25 per cent. fawns and greys, 15 per cent. blacks 
and 9 per cent. whites. The best qualities—strength, fine- 
ness, softness and flexibility, waviness or curliness, length 
and uniformity of staple, lustre, etc.—are found amongst. 
the browns and blacks. The whites are poorest in quality 
and approximate to the Awassi wools. : 

AWASSI. 

Awassi wool comes from a breed of sheep chiefly owned 
by the Arabs whose habitat is in the region between Mosul 
and Aleppo. This breed of sheep is said to be a cross 
between the Arabi and Kurdish, or Karradi. The wool 
produced is white in colour, is long stapled, coarser and less 
wavy than Arabi, but superior in all respects to Karradi. 


KARRADI. 


Karradi is a commercial name ot the wool of the Kur- 
dish sheep bred to the North and West of Mosul on the 
Kurdish hills. In colour it resembles Awassi; it is longish 
in staple, very slightly curled; the fibres tend to coarseness, 
and the fleece staples are matted with locks characteristic 
of an inferior breed of sheep. 

Awassi and Karradi wools are exported from Bagbdad to 
America and there used in the manufacture of carpets. 


PRODUCTION AND QUALITY. 


Wool is one of the most important economic products ot 
Mesopotamia. Its production is inexpensive, and in normal 
times it finds a ready market. It is desirable that careful 
consideration should be given to the following points as 
regards Mesopotamian wool :— 

(1) Possibility of increased production ; 
(11) Possibility of effecting improvements in quality. 
of the various breeds found in the country, 

The leading factors governing production are :— 

The extent of summer grazing grounds within easy reach 
of water, and possibly, to a lesser extent, the numbers of 
sheep-owning Arabs. Extension of summer irrigation will 
naturally tor a certain time provide extra summer grazing 
grounds. Extension of summer irrigation, however, pre- 
supposes extension of agriculture, which tends to decrease 
grazing grounds for sheep. As, however, intensive agri- 
culture is not and will not for a long time be practised 
in Mesopotamia, we may take it that increase in production 
of wool tor the next ten or fifteen years or more is a 
certainty. 

Causes affecting the quality and properties of wool are 
almost entirely climatic. Although from the remotest ages 
sheep have been found in Mesopotamia, the country is not 
the most tavourable for perfect development. The finest 
wools are produced in a humid, temperate climate. Sheep. 
are not found in the tropics, and in countries bordering on 
the tropics, ¢.g., in the Sudan,-the sheep is hardly recog- 
nisable as such to the uninitiated. They do not produce 
wool, but a short hairy growth of practically no value. Any- 
one setting out to improve the quality of Arab sheep must 
bear in mind that the existing breed has been established 
for a period beyond calculation and that it is absolutely 
adapted to the existing conditions. If the object in view 
is the production of a white wool, the probabilities are that 
it could be obtained but with a loss of most of the other 
desirable qualities such as fineness, strength, waviness, lusire, 
etc. The dark colours of this wool are due to a natural 
process of colour protection. If a white wool breed were 
produced, absence of protective colouring would reflect on 
the stamina of that breed, and if this breed were left for a 
time, it would revert again to the original colourings, o: 
die out. 
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TEXTILES — continued. 





CHARACTERISATION, 


Ir comparing the characteristics of Arabi, Awassi and 
Karradi wools, it appears that the two latter named are 
white wools of inferior quality. The possibility of producing 
good white wools to the North of Mosul is somewhat greater 
than in ’Iraq on account of a more favourable climate. In 
these regions, however, the possibility of increased production 
is doubtful. Suggestions have come from some quarters for 
the improvement of local breeds by the introduction of 
Merino blood from Australia. Before such an experiment 
is tried, it seems much more reasonable to attempt the 1m- 
provement by selection of the indigenous breeds. It is 
very unlikely that a better type of wool-producing sheep 
than Arabi can be found in any part of the world where 
the climatic conditions are such as prevail in ‘Iraq. 





CHINA. 





FOR BRITISH MANUTIAC- 
TURERS. 


(From H.M. Commercial Counsellor.) 
SHANGHAI. 


OPENINGS 


The remarks addressed to American manufacturers in a 
recent issue of ‘““Cemmerce Reports’ are so applicable to 
United Kingdom textile trading interests that they are 
reproduced below. 

British manufacturers who wish to extend their business 
in the markets of China must be prepared to compete with 
other countries, not only in prices, but in pleasing and 
novel patterns, for the Chinese men are very particular, and 
the women buy few foreign goods unless tempted by attrac- 
tive saniples. 

CLasses oF Goops IN DEMAND. 

There is a tendency to adopt foreign styles in dress and, 
in consequence, a growing demand for worsted suitings, 
dress coatings, cream serges and cream flannel, all 54 to 56 
inches wide, for black and blue cashmere of 58, and silk 
linings of 39 to 40 inches width. In Shanghai medium 
heavy-weights (18 to 24 cz.) are preferred to light-weighis. 
Suit lengths from 31 to 3} yards sell at relatively higher 
prices per yard ihan the ordinary trade lengths. Cheap 
cotton trouserings of fancy pattern are much worn, and 
there is a market for cheap and medium-grade army 
blankets. Dark blue flannel shirting commands a ready sale. 

Hostery aNp WINTER WEAR. 

Cheap light-weight cotton towels, cotton handkerchiefs, 
and both light and heavy cotton underwear and hosiery are 
in steady request. Velvets, velvetecns, and heavy sheetings, 
drills, jeans and shirtings are a feature of the winter trade 
of Northern China. 

Prices anp TERMS. 

It is important that local trade customs should be 
followed. Prices should always be c.i.f. port of delivery. 
The usual terms of sale are drafts at 120 days. Most 
business is done by indent, and shipments should be made 
at the time agreed upon. 

IuPORTANCE OF PACKING. 

Market customs as to packing should be carefully observed. 
Each piece of cloth should be rolled on a board made of well- 
seasoned wood 7 inches wide and 4 ¢nch thick, and should 
be well covered with paper to exclude moisture and prevent 
mildew. Eight pieces of medium-weight cloth should be 
packed in a strong, tin-lined wood case. Canvas bales should 
be avoided. 

SAMPLES. 

Samples of fabrics are best when about 20 inches square, 
though 6 in. by 9 in. is the size sometimes adopted for the 
better grades, and 9 in. by 9 in. for the cheaper materials. 
Many buyers take away samples of the fabrics they have 
ordered, thus giving rise to a heavy demand for constant 
supplies. 
TRADE MARKS. 

Goods should bear a simple, striking trade mark, such as 
a black dragon or red flower, and appropriate to the country 
in which they are marketed. 

Neither the goods nor their trade marks or “chop”? should 
ever be altered in the least degree, as the Chinese object 
strongly to changes or substitutes, even of better qualities, 
and will often pay more for a brand well known to them. 
Popular trade marks consequently frequently acquire con- 
siderable commercial value and should be registered with 
the Chinese Government. 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 


PROHIBITION OF THE IMPORTATION OF 
CERTAIN FOOD CONTAINERS. 
The ** Commonwealth of Australia Gazette’ of 23rd Octo- 
her publishes a Proclamation, dated 15th October, 1919 
which prohibits the importation into Australia of any pack. 
age, container, or appliance used for manufacturing, keep- 
ing, or holding moist or liquid food substances which shal] 
have in contact with such food a surface— 
(a) Consisting wholly or in part of lead or zinc: or 
(b) Consisting of any metal alloy containing more than 
10 per centum by weight of lead or zine; or 

(c) Tinned inside with a metal alloy containing more than 
1 per centum by weight of lead; or 

(d) Containing enamel or glaze of india-rubber or gutta- 
percha which on boiling for thirty minutes with 
vinegar containing 4 per centum by weight of acetic 
acid yields lead to the latter; or 

(e) Containing more than one-fourth of one grain of arseni- 

cum per pound of metal alloy or enamel or glaze or 
india-rubber or gutta-percha. 

The present Proclamation revokes the Proclamation which 
was issued on 15th May, 1918, prohibiting the importation 
of any package, container, or appliance used for manufac- 
turing, keeping, or holding a moist food substance or a 
liquid, which shall have in contact with the food or liquid a 
surface composed of lead or zinc. 


CANADA. 
CUSTOMS DECISIONS. 


Appraisers’ Bulletin No. 2012 which has been issued by 
the Department of Customs, Canada, contains a number of 
customs decisions and departmental rulings relating to the 
classification of imported goods, the principal of which are as 
follows: 

Wrappers of an advertising character designed to be 
pasted on cans or other containers are dutiable under Tariff 
item 178. 

Ships’ port lights, and pulley blocks of wood or iron, 
single, double, triple and quadruple, up to 18 in. in dia- 
meter, are now manufactured in Canada and therefore not 
entitled to free entry under Tariff item 470. 

Continuous feeders for printing presses, ruling machines 
or folding machines, whether imported separately or with 
the machine with which they operate are dutiable under 
Tariff item 453. 























FOREIGN. 


BRAZIL. 
EXPORTATION OF FROZEN MEAT PROHIBITED. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at Rio de Janeiro reports 
that the Brazilian Government has prohibited the exporta- 
tion of frozen meat from Brazil for a period of two months. 
He points out, however, that export had already automatt- 
cally ceased as the result of the rise in the Brazilian ex- 
change, so that the imposition of the prohibition is of little, 
if any, commercial significance. 











DENMARK. 





INCREASE OF IMPORT DUTIES ON MOTOR 
VEHICLES, ETC. 


Under a Danish Law of 4th October, the Customs duties 
on motor vehicles, chassis, bodies, ete., imported into Den- 
mark are now leviable at the following rates :— 

Motor vehicles and chassis 
of three or more wheels, 
whether complete or in- 
complete (not including 


motor-cycles with side- 25 6re per kilog, 


SD ---ancideniine eteideenaunen plus 5 per cent. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 





Prior to the passage of this Law, such vehicles, chassis, 
and bodies (including baby carriages) were dutiable at the 
rate of 1) Gre per kilog. 

(100 Ore (1 krone) = Is. 14d. at par, and about Ilfd. at present 
rates; kilog 2.2046 Tb., > aT 


EXPORT PROHIBITIONS RAISED. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of a copy of a Notice issued by the Danish Ministry 
f Justice, dated Sth December, in virtue of which the pro- 
hibition on the export from Denmark of coffee and tinned 
cans for packing purposes is withdrawn. 


CUSTOMS DECISIONS. 
The following Hotice CLVeS the substance of some decisions 
as to the Tariff classification of certain articles on importa- 

















tion into Denmark as given in a recent Circular of the 
Danish Customs Department :— 
| Tariff No. | 
Articles. under w hich} Rate of 
| Dutiable. | Duty. 

» -- —-—-— - - — - 
| | Kr. Cre. 
| per kilog. 

So-called putty (Beg), in a yellow mass,| 

consisting Of resin with addition ” 

wax, ete. | OF 0 03 
Enamelled wire, made of lac que red coppe r | 

wire ie ~ 193 1 0 Qs 
A Tabl: Top, made of common wood, | 

the surface and edges being covered) | 

with oxidized sheet brass a | 165 | 0 TH) 
Floating dock, consisting of a closed} 

barge-like pontoon, with ercetions 

along the sides, and furnished with 

machinery and travelling cranes 229 Bree 


_— - 


FRANCE, 


EXPORT OF FLAX PROHIPITED. 
%th December 


The ** Journal Officiel © (Paris), for 

tains a Decree dated 19th December, in virtue of which the 
exportation and re-exportation (after warehousing. transit. 
and transhipment) from France of flax, raw,  hackled, 
combed, or in tow (No. 142 of the Customs Tariff) is pro- 
hibited as trom 26th December. 


COll- 


NETHERLANDS. 


ee 


P ROHIBI TIONS RELAXED. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of information from 
H.M. Commerciah Secretary at The Hague to the effect 
that the prohibition on the exportation of the following 
goods trom the Netherlands has been temporarily raised :— 

Casings (as trom 31st October). 

Magnesia (as trom Ist November). 

Hops (as from 6th November). 

Basketware (as age) 6th November). 

Hides (as from 8th November). 

Gums of all kinds (as from 8th November). 

Tanning material and tanning extracts (as 
November) 

Carrier pigeons. 

Matches (as from 11th November). 

Paper of all kinds (as from 15th November). 

Split rattan for chair seating, and malacea canes (as from 
18th November). 

Fusel oil (as from 18th November). 

Iron and steel scrap (as from 22nd November). 

Three-ply wood (as from 24th November). 

Peat (as from 22nd November). 

Tinfoil and capsules (as from 24th November). 

‘Haarlem oil ** (as from 24th November). 

Chicory cide chicory root) and coffee substitutes (as 
from 20th Nove mhe ry, 
“Wikkelband and “ pitriet 
November). 

Blacklead (as from 25th November). 

Knitting-machine needles (as from 25th November). 

Aloxite., ~alundum. emery, carborundum, corundum and all 
Similar abrasives (as from 25th November). 

Malt (as from 26th November). 

Prepared mustard (as from 25th November), 


EXPORT 


from &th 


(rattan) (as from 24th 








CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
—continued. 


PORTUGAL. 


CONTROL OF IMPORTS AND EXPORTS 
AND EXCHANGE OPERATIONS. 

A Portuguese Decree (No. 6,263), dated 2nd December. 
and published in Lisbon on the 3rd, contains the following 
provisions to meet the situation arising from the exchange 
crisis in Portugal :— 

Article 1.—The Government is authorised to double the 
present import duties and surtaxes on all the articles 
specified in the schedule annexed to Decree No. 5,612 of 
LOth May, 1919 [particulars of which were given at pages 58 
to 60 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ’’ of 10th July last’. 
and to include in that schedule goods and merchandise which 
are not indispensable for the preservation of life and the 
development of national industry. 

The duties which are leviable or shall become leviable on 
the goods or merchandise to which this Article refers, shall 
he paid in gold, the conversion being made by taking the 
value of 50 per cent. of the same duties in pounds sterling 
at the rate of the day and the remaining 50 per cent. 
in pounds sterling at the par rate of 4) eseudos for each 
pound. 

The payment of the duties may be made in currency or 
by means of the guias oure referred to in Decree No. 4,133 
of 18th April, 1918 [see the notice at page 684 of the 
‘Journal ”’ for 30th May, 1918.) 

Article 2.—With the exception of cases provided for in 
Laws at present in force, the importation of all goods or 
merchandise not covered by Article 1 is allowed. | 

Persons desiring to import these goods or merchandise 
must submit to the Chief of the Customs, in duplicate, a 
signed declaration, on ordinary paper, with the description 
of the articles to be imported. their quality, country of 
origin, their value in Portuguese currency, the total amount 
to be paid for the goods or merchandise, including any ex- 
penses of transport. etc., and in a period of not more than 
thirty days in which this payment. must be made. 








The heads of the Custom Offices where these declara- 
tions are presented are to authenticate the original with 
their signature, and to hand the same to the owner, send- 


ing the duplicate to the Council Controlling Commerce and 
xchange. 

Article 3.—Persons desiring to import goods or merchan- 
dise covered by Article 1 are to apply for an import licence 
to the Minister of Finance. who, after consulting the Council 
Controlling Commerce and Exchange, can refuse or allow 
importation unconditionally or with such restrictions as may 
he judged to be in keeping with national interests 

The application for the licence must be presented to the 
Directors of Custom Houses or heads of Customs Offices 
or Customs delegations, through which the import is to be 
made, and must contain the declaration referred to in the 
second paragraph of the preceding Article. 

The Council Controlling Commerce and Exchange in 
accordance with the official clearance will give the applicant 
a licence a buy credits or foreign currency. 

Article 4.—Except for the restrictions established by laws 
at semnnieh in force and in accordance with the terms of 
this Decree, the export of national goods or merchandise to 
foreign countries, and also re-export to Portuguese Colonies 
and foreign countries. is free. 

In the clearance paper, persons desiring to make such ex- 
ports or re-exports are to present the invoice in the currency 
of the country of destination, and to sign a bond for the 
sale or cession to the Council Controlling Commerce and 
Exchange of 50 per cent. of the foreign credits or currency 
to the value of the exported or re-exported articles, at the 
exchange of the day. and within a term of thirty days 
counting from the date of the clearance. 

In order not to hinder in any way exports and re-exports, 
the Minister of Finance, after consulting the Council Con- 
trolling Commerce and Exchange and the parties interested. 
imav amend the time-limit referréd to in the preceding para- 
graph in the case of merchandise sold on long terms or on 
consignment. 

Article 5.—Unless authorised in writing by the Minister 
of Finance, or unless in one of the cases provided for in this 
Decree, all persons, either nationals. or judicially domiciled. 
or residing, in Portugal, acting on their own account or on 
account of others, are forbidden io transfer outside Portu- 
gal hy any method of credit or transfer. including postal 
remittances in their own or third persons’ favour, any funds 
in securities or in currency, to lend sums to anyone not 
residing in Portugal, to buy outside the country securities 
or property or produc ts of any kind. and in general, to 
undertake any operation which entails a transfer of funds, 
credits or securities outside Portugal. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 





Litecie 6.—The sending of securities out of Portugal will 
only be allowed by the Minister of Finance when the opera- 
tion involves a remittance of money to the country or a 
credit in toreign money, and the sender first of all satisfies 
the condition imposed in the second paregraph of Article 4. 

Article 7.—Funds and securities which the persons con- 
cerned, with domicile or residence outside of Portugal, may 
possess in Portugal are exempted from the provisions of 
Articles 5 and 6: but when sending such funds or securities, 
proot of the respective property must be given. 

Article 8.—Except with the written authorisation of the 
Minister of Finance. the importation of all kinds of securi- 
ties, and in general, any kind of stocks or shares representing 
directly or indirectly, participation in any property or 
credit, is prohibited. . 

From this prohibition, the following are excepted :—(1) 
Bonds already due, or coupons payable in Portugal; (2) 
securities which can be proved to have belonged to the 
importer betore the publication of this Decree, or which 
he hought or subseribed for in Portugal within forte days 
prior to this date, and those acquired by inheritance after 
this date. 

Article 9.—The buying and selling of foreign credits or 
eurrency will take place through banks, bankers and brokers, 
all of whom must register all their operations, which 
may be subject to the supervision ordered by the Minister 
of Finance or by the Council Controlling Commerce and 
Exchange. 

These operations, carried out among themselves by indi- 
viduals referred to in this clause, are only allowed in order 
to make dailwv cover. 

Article 10.—Except as above, no Bank, banker or broker 
may sell credits or foreign currency whose equivalent ex- 
ceeds 300 escudos per capita per mensem unless the buyer 
produces one of the following documents: 

(a) The authenticated deciaratiion rofcrred to in the 
third paragraph of Article 2; 

(bh) One of the licences referred to in the third para- 
graph of Article 3. or in Article 5 or 8. 

(c) The proot referred to in Article 7. 

The Bank. banker or broker who has effected the sale 
will file these documents, stating in them the amount sold, 
the date of sale. the Exchange of the day, and the name 
of the buyer: he has also to verify the identity of the 
person producing the licence to see if he is the rightful 
owner, or in the opposite case to require documentary proof 
that the transaction is being effected in the licensee’s name. 

When it is deemed advisable. the Minister of Finance may 
alter the limit refcrred to in this Article. 

Article 11.—In order to effect the export, ré<export and 
import otf goods and merchandise in accordance with the 
national interests, and also to regulate and control imports, 
exports and business in Foreign Exchange, in accordance 
with the rules in this law as well as others now in force 
and not altered by the present one, and in accordance with 
the instructions which were given by a ruling of the Minister 
of Finance, a Commission called the Council Controlling 
Commerce and Exchange has been created at the Ministry 
of Finance composed of the Governor of the Bank of Por- 
tugal (who will be its president), the director of the Trea- 
sury, and the General Directors of Public Revenue, Customs, 
Commerce and Agriculture. 

The Government will place at the disposal of this Com- 
mission not only those functionaries who may be indispens- 
able to enable it to carry out its duties, but also tax-collect- 
ing officials and necessary police agents, who can demand 
from all public servants proofs and enquiries which may be 
necessary to enable them to perform their duties, to make 
arrests, and prosecute any infringement which will come 
under Law No. 300 of 3rd February, 1915. 

The Council Controlling Commerce and Exchange can 
establish any agencies and sub-agencies which may be con- 
sidered necessary. 

Article 12.—Any person who up to the date of this Decree 
has made any purchase of goods or merchandise still to be 
imported. has to make the declaration referred to in 
Article 2, within a period of thirty days. before the Council 
Controlling Commerce and Exchange, which is empowered 

demand proofs as to the date on which the goods or 
merchandise were ordered. 

Article 13..-Any infraction of this Decree, as well as 
attempts at infraction and any omissions or falsifications 
in the declarations, registers or any papers which are neces- 
sarv to carry out the terms of this Decree, will be punished 
with a fine varying according to circumstances from 19 per 

cent. to 25 per cent. of the value of the financial transaction 
realised or attempted. but in any case not less than 190 
escudos. Tn cases of recurrence the fines will be doubled. 


CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
—continued. 





Article 14.—Any points in dispute or omitted from the 
present Decree will be settled by the Minister of Finance 
after consultation with the Council Controlling Commerce 
and Exchanges, and the Minister will give the orders, 
instructions, ete., for the complete and effective execution 

' the Decree. 

Article 15. The Government will give to Parliament a 
quarterly statement of all operations carried out under this 
Decree. 

Article 16.—This Decree is to come into torcee at once, 
and revokes any legislation to the contrary. 


SW EDEN. 


RREAL IMPORT AND SAL FE MONOPOLY ; 
CUSTOMS DUTIES ON CEREALS. 

By Decrees issued in August last, which caime into force 
on Ist September, L9I9, a monopoly was granted to the 
Association of Swedish Flour Mills. until 3ist August, 1920, 
for the import of wheat, rye, and flour and groats thereof, 
and tor the sale of wheaten flour, the object being to protect 
the State from losses arising from the minimum prices for 
cereals which have been guaranteed to farmers until Ist 
June, 1920. 

In order to protect Swedish farmers during the period 
following this monopoly against the import of cereals at a 
price below the cost of local production, a further Decree 
provides for the imposition of Customs duties on a sliding 
scale on imported cereals. Wheat, rve, and barley imported 
into Sweden during the period from ist June, 1920, to 31st 
May, 1922, are to pay a Customs duty equivalent to half the 
difference between the normal Swedish price reduced by 
5 per cent. and the estimated import price, when such differ- 
ence exceeds one kronor per 100 kilogs. The duty, however, 
is not in any case to exceed 3 kronor 70 dre per 100 kilogs, 
During the same period the duties on flour and groats, malt 
and bread imported are to be levied at a rate 75 per cent. 
higher than that for milled grain (7.e., the same proportion 
as exists between the relevant rates in the Customs Tariff). 


~ —+-—— 


“TUNIS. 
INCREASED CUSTOMS DUTIES ON TOBACCO. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy of a Beylical Decree, dated 6th December 
(and published in the ‘* Journal Official Tunisien *” of 12th 
December), which provides for an increase in the Customs 
duties on tobacco of any origin imported into Tunis. The 
new rates of duty are shown in the subjoine d table, together 
with the rates formerly applicable under the Beylical Decree 

80th March, 1918 








Old Rate | New Rate 
of Duty. | of Duty. 
Tobacco :— 
In leaves, or stalks, for the Régie .. Free Free 
Iv leaves or stalks, for pr ivate account = Prohibited , Prohibited 
Manufactured, for the Régie Free Free 
Manufactured, for the pe rsonal use of 
the importer, up to a quantity not ‘ 
exceeding 10 kilogs por consignee per 
annum : Francs. ranes. 
per 100 ver LOO 
kiloys net Lilogs net. 
Cigars and cigarettes —. - 5.400 7.500 
Snulf, and chewing tobacco ? 200 3.000 
Smoking tobaceo, Turkish 3.800 5.300 
Smoking tobacco, Other > 00) 3.000 
Other manufactured tobacco, ine dading 
tobacco juice (prdiss) Ve .. Prohibited Prohibited 





- _~-_—_— . — ad 


INCREASED TAN ON MECHANICAL LIGHTERS. 

The Decree turther provides that the internal tax on 
mechanical or automatic lighters, which was increased to 
3 frances 35 centimes by the Decree of 30th March, 1915, 1s 
to be further increased to 5 francs each 


PROHIBITION ON THE IMPORTATION OF 
NEWSPRINT PAPER WITHDRAWN, 
By a Beylical Decree dated 26th November the prohibition 
on the importation into Tunis of new sprint paper was with- 
drawn as from Ist December. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
CUSTOMS DECISIONS. 


The tollowing is the substance of some recent decisions by 
the United States Court of Customs Appeal, respecting the 
application of the Tariff Act of 1913 :— 


— - = a lec nes ee 











Paragraph 

of the Tariff 

under which 
Dutiable. 


-_——~—= - - - - - . - —- - ——- — ---— 


fate of 


Duty. 


} 


Artieles. 





per cent. 
ad val. 
Baskets, Sek Lined.—Baskets made of! 
raftia, wood, eane, and willow, and! 
lined with silk, the silk being greater in| 
value than any one of the other com-| 
ponent materials, but /ess than al/, are) 
classifiable, not under paragraph 318. 
of the Tariff, as miscellaneous manu-! 
factures in chief value of silk, but under’ 
paragraph 175, as baskets “in chief! 
value of * * * work” or “ likej 
material.” This is true notwithstand-| 
ing that the silk lining may be greater’ 
in value than the wood, cane, and | 
willow, since raftia is held to be wood| 
within the meaning of that term as used| 
in paragraph 175.—{T.D. 37940] oe 
Ladder Tape.—Merchandise known as 
* ladder tape,’’ woven as an entirety of 
cotton, used in the manufacture of 
Venetian blinds, consisting of two 
longitudinal fast-edge woven pieces 
about 14 inches wide, connected at 
intervals of about 2 inches by similar 
traverse pieces about three-eighths of 
an inch wide and 23 inches long, are 
dutiable as manufactures of cotton 
par. 266, of the Tariff,) and not as 
“fabrics with fast edges * * *” | 
par. 262). While the tapes, if produced 
and imported as separate entities,| 
might he dutiable under paragraph 262,, 
the fact that they have never had an)| 
existence separate from that of the) 
finished article is sufficient to exclude} 
them from the operation of this para/- 
graph.—_{T.D. 37942} .. - | 2 30 
Jacquard Figured Cotton Laces and Nets.— 
Jacquard figured cotton edgings, in-! 
sertings, flouncings and nettings are! 
dutiable eo nomine under paragraph| 
358, of the Tariff. They are not to be) 
classified under paragraph 258 within 
the provision for * all other Jacquard 
figured manufactures of cotton.”’— 
(T.D. 37.9843] .. iv ki ..| 308 60 
Watch Bracelets.—Wristlets or straps for 
holding wrist watches—-in chief value of, 
metal, are classifiable, not under para-| 
graph 356 of the Tariff, as articles worn| 
on the person for comfort, convenience, | 
or adornment, as like articles, or as' 
parts of such articles or like articles, 
but under paragrap !67 as miscellan-| | 
eous articles in chief value of metal.-—) | 
[T.D. 37982] - re + .-| 167 | (a) 
Mountings for Opera Glasses —Mother-of-| 
pearl staves and name rings for mount-| 
ings or embellishments of opera glasses 
are classifiable as mountings for opera) 
glasses (par. 93 of the Tariff,) rather; 
than as manufactures of mother-of- 
pearl (par. 369).--{[T.D. 37994} “el 93 | 30 
Polariscopes, being instruments used to 
enable the observer to view the pheno-| 
mena of polarised light, and par-| 
ticularly to examine objects under, 
polarised light, is classifiable as an 
optical instrument (paragraph 93) of, 
the Tariff, rather than as a metal manu- 
facture (paragraph 67).—{T.D. 37995} 93 35 
Polarisco pr Tubes.—Polarised tubes, | 
specially designed glass tubes with! 
brass fittings for holding liquids to be! 
examined in polarised light, are duti-) 
able as mountings for optical instru- 
ments (par 93 of the Tariff, rather! 
than as metal manufactures (par 167) | 
+TD 37995) .. ‘ ¥ ‘al 93 | 30 
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(a) If composed wholly or in part of platinum, gold or silver or 
plated with gold or silver 50 per cent. ad val. ; if composed of other 
metals and not plated with gold or silver 20 per cent. ad val. 


CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—rontinued. 
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Sewing-Machine Shuttles Se wing-ma-| 
chine shuttles are classifiable as parts Of 
sewing machines (par. 441 of the Tariff) 
rather than as manufactures of metal 
(par. 167), even though they be im- 
ported for use in embroidery machines. 
—{T.D. 38001] .. y *s ia 

Artificial Flows is Made of Beads.- Arti- 
ficial flowers, leaves, and stems, made 
of beads with the aid of wires and silk 
threads, having the size, form, colour, 
and outline of natural flowers, are 
dutiable under paragraph 347 of the 
Tariff, as “artificial and ornamental 
* * * leaves, flowers, and stems or 
parts thereot of whatever mat: rial com- 
posed,’ rather than as beaded articles 
under paragraph 333.—|T.D. 38044! .. O47 | 60 


44] ree 








Certain usual containers of tea dutiable—Bamoo baskets imported 
as containers of tin packages of tea, weighing less than 5 lb., whether 
they be usual or unusual containers of tea, are made liable to duty 
by the terms of the proviso to par. 627 of the Tariff and are not 
entitled to free entry.—{T.D. 37903). 

“ Embroidery Machines” and “* Sewing Machines” (Paragraphs 
165 and 441 of the Tariff).—A machine that is primarily constructed 
and designed for sewing fabrics is still a sewing machin>, although 
used for the purpose of embroidery work; and, on the other hand, 
a machine primarily constructed and designed to do embroidering 
would remain such, even assuming that it might be used for ordinarv 
machine sewing. The provision of paragraph 155, of the Tariff 
for “embroidery machines ” [duty : 25 per cent. ad val.|] and that 
of paragraph 441 for “‘ sewing machines ”’ {duty free] are to be so 
construed. The question is not so much what the machine does ag 
what it was primarily constru-ted and designed to do. 





PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 
BRAZIL. 


PROJECTED REVISION OF THE 
CUSTOMS TARIFF. 

In continuation of previous notices in recent issues of the 
‘‘ Board of Trade Journal’’ on the subject of the projected 
revision of the Brazilian Customs Tariff, it should be noted 
that copies of the ‘‘Diaro Official’ containing the following 
further sections of the Draft Tariff prepared by the Revision 
Commission have now been received, and are available for 
inspection by British exporters at the Enquiry Room of the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 73. Basinghall Street, Lon- 
don, E.C. :— 

Class XV.—Cotton (raw, varns, fabrics and manufac- 
tures). 

Class XVI.—Wool (raw, varns, fabrics and manufactures). 

Class XVII.—Flax, hemp, and jute (raw. yarns, fabrics 
and manufactures). 

Class XVIIT.—Silk (raw, varns. fabrics and manufac- 
tures). 

Class XIX.—Paper and manufactures thereof, 

Class XX.—Stones, earths and other minerals. 

Class XXI.—Chinaware and glassware. 

Class XXII.—Gold, silver and platinum. 

Class XXTIT.—Copper and copper alloys (unmanufactured 
and manufactured). 

Class XX1IV.—tULead, tin. zine, and their alloys (unmanu- 
factured and manufactured). 








NOTICE. 


The price of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal” is 6d. (63d. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free) 27s. 6d. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d. per annum, 
post free. 

The Editorial Offices are at the new Government Build- 
inys, Great George Street, London, S.W.1. All editorial 
communications should be addressed to ‘‘ The Editor,” 
Telephone No. Victoria 9800. 

The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all communi- 
calions concerning subscriptions and sales) are H.M. 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C. 2, or branches (see Cover). 
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Openings for British Trade. 


[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—RBritish firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings” by applying to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, and quoting the specific reference number and 
sountry. — 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions un 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 

Replies must be sent to the Department, and not to its 
Overseas Officers except where otherwise stated. 








DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE 


FACILITIES OFFERED TO BRITISH TRADERS. 

The Department of Overseas Trade has at its command an 
extensive Overseas Intelligence system, which comprises the 
Commercial Diplomatic and Consular Services in Foreign coun- 
tries, and Trade Commissioners and Imperial Trade Corre- 
spondents in the Empire. 

From this Intelligence Service information on al] subjects of 
commercial interest is received at ihe Department, where it is 
collated and classified in a form convenient for reference, and 
is available to any British trader upon personal or written ap- 
plication to the Department, at 35, Old Queen Street, West- 
minster, London, S.W.1. 

The information at the disposal of the Department is of a 
widely varied nature, and includes such matters as the following: 
Sources of supply, prices, etc., of trade products; Foreign and 
Colonial contracts open to tender; openings for British trade 
abroad; general conditions prevailing in overseas markets; 
demand for particular articles abroad; nature and extent of 
competition, and suggestions for meeting it; methods of distribu- 
tion and marketing; credit conditions, terms of payment, etc., 
abroad; firms at home engaged in particular lines of business; 
Foreign and Colonial importers of British goods; firms or in- 
dividuals considered suitable to act as representatives or agents 
for British firms; Foreign and Colonial Tariff and Customs 
regulations; statistics of Import or Export; forms of Certificates 
of Origin; regulations conoerning commercial travellers, Con- 
sular Invoices, etc.; shipping and transport, etc., etc. 

In addition, samples of foreign competitive goods and com- 
mercial products are constantly being received from abroad and 
are available for inspection by British traders at 3, Guildhall 
Court, London. E.C.2. 

METHODS OF ADDRESSING ENQUIRIES. 

The Department of Overseas Trade invites applications for 
assistance from manufacturers and exporters of British goods who 
are desirous of initiating or extending Overseas connections, but 
it is desired to call attention to one or two points, the observance 
of which will facilitate the supply of the information: required. 

Where the enquiry concerns an Overseas market the applicant 
may, of course, apply direct to H.M. Trade Commissioners or 
Imperia! Trade Correspondents in the British Empire, and to 
H.M. Commercial Diplomatic or Consular Officers in Foreign 
countries, but it is generally advisable to communicate in the 
first instanoce with the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, Westminster, S.W.1, as the information required 
is frequently already in the possession of the Department, and 
the delay involved in communicating with the Officers abroad 
can therefore often be avoided. Should the information required 
not be available in London, the Department will make all neces- 
“ary enquiries abroad on the applicant’s behalf. 








BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 

PROVISIONS, WINES, ETU.—H.M. Senior Trade Commis- 
sioner in India reports that a merchant firm in Calcutta, with 
branches throughout Bengal and the United Provinces, wish to 
secure the representation of British manufacturers of Scotch 
whiskey, brandy, beer, oilmen’s stores (provisions, etc.), port, 
Sherry, claret, tinned cheese, hams and bacon in canvas, and 
jams, for the territory mentioned. The proprietor of the firm 
controls the majority of the Cinema Theatres in India, and is 
prepared to give facilities for advertising therein. (Reference 
No. 1.) 

Replies should be addressed to the 
Trade. 





Department of Overseas 


CANADA. 
CANADIAN TRADE COMMITSSIONER’S ENQUIRY. 


The following enquiry has been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office. Portland House, 73. 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2. whence further information 
mav be obtained :— 

GLUE, PACKING TWINES AND COTTON TAPESTRIES.— 
A Canadian manufacturing company ask for the addresses ot 
United Kingdom manufactuvers of glue. packing twines and cotton 
tapestries. who are in a position to undertake export trade. 





—— 








OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





SOUTH AFRICA, 

AGRICULTURAL REQUISITES.—A firm in Johannesburg, 
having a branch at Lourenco Marques, are desirous of securing 
agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of tarpaulins and 
canvas goods, agricultural! implements, barbed and baling wire 
and fencing, paper goods (egg box refills, bags and cardboard 
boxes), and seeds and seed potatoes. A representative of the 
tirm is at present in this country. (Reference No, 2.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 

TENDERS INVITED. 

PLANT FOR SUPPLY OF ELECTRIC LIGHT.—H.M. Trade 
Commissioner at Johannesburg has forwarded an extract announc- 
ing that the Municipality of Umtali is calling for tenders for the 
supply and delivery of the following plant :— 

1. I'wo steam boilers. each giving 1,750 lb. steam per hour. 

2. Two steam alternators, each giving 50 k.w. at 2,200 volts, 

three-phase, 50 periods, high speed, direct coupled type. 
. Switchboard for two generators and three feeders. 

. Steel chimney, feed-water heater and boiler-feed pumps. 
. Overhead conductor system, high and low tension. 

. Delivery and erection of pole lines 

. Transformers, single and three-phase. 2,000 to 240 volts. 
. Meters, public lamps and instruments. 

Tenders may be made for (1) the supply and erection of the whole 
of the plant ; (2) the supply only of the whole or part of the plant; 
and (3) the erection of the plant. 

Copies of the specifications may be obtained from the Town 
Clerk, or from Professor Buchanan, 75, Louis Botha Avenue, 
Johannesburg. who can give further information regarding require. 
ments. 

Sealed tenders, marked on the outside ‘* Tenders for (1). (2). (3), 
etc.,’’ will be received by the Town Clerk, P.O. Box 91, Umtali, 
up to 15th January, 1920. 

WATER PIPING.--H.M. Trade Commissioner at Johannesburg 
has also forwarded a copy of the specification, conditions of con- 
tract and tender form in connection with a call for tenders by the 
Municipal Council. Johannesburg, for the supply and delivery 
of water piping. (Contract. No. 570.) 

Sealed tenders, on the proper forms, will be received by the 
Town Clerk, Municipal Offices. Johannesburg, up to noon on 
20th February. All tenders must be accompanied by a certified 
cheque for an amount equal to 10 per cent. of the total amount 
of the offer; maximum deposit £100. 

The above-mentioned copy of the specification, etc.. may be 
consulted by British firms interested at the Enquiry “Office of the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 
73. Basinghall Street. London, E.C.2 

It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders is 
limited, and this intimation. therefore, will be of use only to 
firms having agents in the Union who can be instructed by cable. 


COnID Off WwW 





BRITISH WEST INDIES. 

WINES, SPIRITS, MINERAL WATERS, TOBACCO, ETC.— 
A firm of manufacturers’ representatives at Bridgetown, Barba- 
dos. are desirous of representing United Kingdom manufacturers 
of wines. brandy, whiskey, and all spirituous liquors, carbonated 
and mineral waters and supplies, leaf tobacco, cigars, cigarettes, 
tobacco twist and tobacconists’ sundries. (Reference No 3.) 

HARDWARE, SPORTING GOODS, RUBBER GOODS, ETC. 
A firm of manufacturers’ representatives at Bridgetown, Bar- 
bados, are desirous of representing United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of genera] hardware and specialities generally included 
in hardware stocks, farm and garden tools, fertilisers, seeds, etc., 
sporting and allied goods, rubber and allied goods, brooms, 
bristles, etc., flags. banners and fireworks. (Reference No. 4.) 

STATIONERY AND OFFICE SUPPLIES.—A firm of manu- 
facturers’ representatives at Bridgetown, Barbados, are desirous 
of representing United Kingdom manufacturers of general 
stationery, book and news paper. blank books and loose leaf de- 
vices, wrapping paper. twine, etc., and pasteboard and stationers’ 
specialities and supplies. (Reference No. 5.) 

e — should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
brade. 





EGYPT. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

WORKSHOP OVERALILS.—-H.M. Consui at Cairo has for- 
warded a copy of the cahier des charges in connection with a 
call for tenders by the Department of Technical, Industrial, and 
Commercial Education of the Egyptian Ministry of Education, as 
follows :— ; 

Sealed tenders, on‘the proper forms, will be received by the 
Director of the Technical School, Bulaq, Cairo, for the supply 
of 180 sets of blue linen overalls (jackets and trousers) required 
for the school during the year 1919-1920. No date for the 
receipt of tenders is specified. 

A provisional deposit equal to 2 per cent., or a bank guarantee 
of 10 per cent. of the value of the offer must accompany each 
tender. The tenderer must be a person residing in Egypt. oF 
must have a representative in that country, and must give in his 
_ an address in Egypt at which notices may be served upon 
im. 

Copies of the cahier des charges and tender forms may be 
obtained from the Schoo] Workshops. Bulag, Cairo, on payment of 
60 milliémes, where also samples of the overalls may be inspected. 


JANUARY 1, 1920. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





The above-mentioned copy of the cahier des charges (in French) 
tovether with other particulars of the overalls required, may = 
consulted by British firms interested at the Enquiry Office of the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London. 
K.C.2. 





EGYPT SYRIA. | 
TEXTILE MATERIAL.—A commercial agency, established at 
\lexandria, Cairo, and Beyrout, desires to enter into relations 
with British meichants and manufacturers of all kinds uf teXtie 
materials. (Reference No. 6.) 7 a 
Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





EUROPE. 





BELGIUM. 
COTTON CLOTH, GABARDINE, BUTTONS AND THREAD. 
A Belgian enquirer at Brussels desires to obtain an agency, for 

the whole of Belgium, for United Kingdom manufacturers of cotton 

cloth. gabardine, buttons and thread. (Reference No. 7.) 7 
FURNITURE, BABY CARRIAGES, GRAMOPHONES, ETC. 

-A Belgian enquirer at Brussels desires to obtain an agency, 
with depot for a United Kingdom firm manufacturing furniture 
of all kinds, baby carriages, gramophones, fire extinguishers, ete. 

‘Reference No. 8. ‘ 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 

Trade. 7 





FRANCE. ° 

TRAVELLING AGENT'S SERVICES OFFERED.—An 
avent in Avignon (a British subject), formerly agent for British 
firms in Paris, and having good connections in the South of 
France and the French North African Colonies, desires to travel 
in that area, on salary and commission, for United Kingdom 
firms, wishing to extend their export trade. The applicant 1s 
prepared to call . ~ firms desiring to make use of his ser- 
ate teference No. 9. 
Vigo WELLING REPHESENTATIVE REQUIRED.—A_ well- 
known firm of British manufacturers of a well-known proprietary 
article require a travelling representative for France, on a com- 
mission basis. One pieferred who is already agent for a few 
vrocery articles. (Reference No. 10.) 
° Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 


GERMANY. 

MACHINERY, ENGINEERING MATERIAL, MACHINE 
TOOLS, ETC.—A German firm of consulting and civil engineers 
in Dessau, with extensive connections, desire to secure the Con- 
tinental agency, for United Kingdom manufacturers of machinery, 


engineering material and specialities, machine tools, etc, Corre- 
od . . . . — 
spondence may be in English. (Reference No. 11.) 
Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 
ITALY. 


ELECTRICAL GOODS.—<An Italian firm, resident in Turin, 
having technical experience, desire to obtain agencies for electric 
lamps, resistance wire for making lamps, electric motors and 
accessories, electiic wires and cab‘es, china insulators, electric 
heating apparatus, and any other class of electrical goods. (Re- 
ference No. 12.) ; 

AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED.—An Italian engineer, resi- 
dent in Milan and a member of the British Chamber of Commerce, 
desires to represent British metal and chemical shippers. The 
enquirer would buy for his own account, cash against documents. 
(Reference No. 13. 

TEXTILES, LINENDRAPERY, ETC.—An Italian firm resi- 
dent in Milan desire to represent, on a commission basis, British 
manufacturers of cotton and woollen textiles, linendrapery, 
hosiery, handkerchiefs and velvets. (Reference No. 14.) 

TEXTILES, MACHINES, ETC.—<An Italian firm with techni- 
cal experience, established in Milan, desire to represent British 
manufacturers and exporters of silk and woollen textiles, machines 
and accessories, particularly motor-cars, motor-cycles and coal. 
(Reference No. 15.) 

—— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade, 





NETHERLANDS. 


COTTON AND WOOLLEN PIECE-GOODS.—A firm of mer- 
chnts in Amsterdam, established in 1901 and claiming to be in! 
touch with large wholesale and shipping firms in Holland, desire 
to obtain the representation, on a commission basis, of Britis! 
houses, dealing in cotton linings, sateens, poplins, lustres, velvets, 
crepe and printed flannel. (Reference No. 16.) 

— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE —continued. 





SWITZERLAND. . 

HOTEL AND RESTAURANT REQUISITES (FOODSTUFFS, 
CHINA, ETC.—A Swiss agent at Geneva wishes to secure the 
representation, in Switzerland, of United Kingdom firms dealing 
in hotel and restaurant requirements, such as foodstuffs, china, 
crockery, glassware, linen, etc. (Reference No, 17.) 

COLONIAL GOODS.—A Swiss agent at Berne with a know- 
ledge of English, French, Italian, Spanish and German, wishes 
to secure the representation, in Switzerland and other European 
countries, of British firms exporting Colonial goods. (Reference 
No. 18.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Depariment of Overseas 
Trade. 





ASIA MINOR. 


MESOPOTAMIA. 

AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—<A firm of export and 
import commission agents in Bagdad wish to get into touch 
with British firms desiring repiesentation in that city. (Refer- 
ence No. 19.) 

‘ = should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 
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Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


EXPORT SECTION. 
ALTERATIONS 











TO THE EXPORT PROHIPITED 
LIST. 


The Board ot Trade (Licensing Section) announce that as 
from Ist January, 1920, the following have been removed 
trom List '‘ A’? of Prohibited Exports:-~- 

Wool, raw, and mixtures thereof. 
Woo! noils and wool wastes and mixtures thereof. 

The Board of Trade (Licensing Section) announce that 
licences will be freely granted for Linseed other than flax 
fibre sowing seed. 

The Board of Trade (Licensing Section) announce thai 
‘* Husk Meal” should be included in the List of Exceptions 
which remain on List ‘‘ A’’ under the heading *‘ Cakes and 
Meals, ete.” . 


—————— 


POSTAL SECTION. 





POSTAL IMPORTS INTO MESOPOTAMIA. 

The Secretary to the Post Office informs us that cigarettes 
and country biris, cigarette papers, cotton and woollen 
hosiery and underwear, lampware, stationery, lace, inser- 
tions and embroidery may now be imported into Mesopo- 
tamia by Parcel Post without restriction. 





MAILS FOR TRISTAN DA CUNHA. 
The Postmaster-General announces that the Mails which 
are to be sent to the island of Tristan da Cunha will be 
closed at the General Post Office on Saturday, 3rd January. 


— 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL PARCEL POST: 
CASH ON DELIVERY SERVICE. 


The arrangements for the exchange between the United 
Kingdom and certain British Possessions of parcels marked 
for the collection of Trade Charges have been revised and 
extended ; and an entirely new service will be brought into 
force as trom to-day (1st January, 1920). 

The new service, which will be restricted to parcels only, 
will extend to New Zealand, Egypt, and most of the British 
Possessions which participate in the existing Cash on De- 
livery service, aS well as to Denmark, France, and Switzer- 
land. 

Leaflets giving full particulars of the new service are 
obtainable on application at any Head, District, or Branch 
Post Office; and full information on the subject will also 
be published in the January Supplement to the Post Office 
Guide. 








PARCELS FOR SWEDEN CONTAINING 
ARTICLES OF CELLULOID. 
Films and other articles of celluloid sent to Sweden by 
Parcel Post must be packed in strong boxes of tongued and 
grooved wood. A lining of suitable material must be placed 











3 THE BOARD OF 





GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 





between the upper edges of the box and the lid; and the lid 
Such parcels should be 
the case may 


must be firmly screwed down. 
plainly labelled ‘‘Films’’ or ‘Celluloid,’ as 
he. 


ee 


FOOD SECTION 


THE SHORTAGE OF SUGAR. 

The Royal Commission on the Sugar Supply desires to 
make it known that 115s, per ewt., duty paid, ex-store, less 
15 per cent. discount, has been fixed as the maximum 
‘reasonable’ price for all privately-imported or ‘‘free’’ 
sugar for sale to or re-sale by manufacturers from 29th 


Hi.M. Commercial Counsellors, Secretaries, Etc. 


TRADE 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—cvntinued. 
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December, 1919, to 24th January, 1920, inclusive. Sugar 

imported by the Royal Commission will be issued for manu- 

facturing purposes at the following prices :— 

bbs. per cwt. against jam manufacturers’ vouchers (brown), 

100s. per cwt. against all other manufacturers’ vouchers 
(blue). 

This latter price will be in force from 29th December, 
1919, to 24th January, 1920, inclusive, and will be reduced 
as soon as circumstances permit. 

In consequence of the acute position ruling in producing 
countries, it has been found necessary for the present to 
limit issues to manufacturers to:— 

‘) per cent. of the quantity originally intended for the 
manutacture of jam; 


The following is a list of the Commercial Diplomatic Appointments which have been made up to date. It 
must be understood that the list is not final, as certain additional appointments are under consideration. These 
will be announced in the *‘ Board of Trade Journal ’’ as soon as they are made, and the list as printed at 


present will be amended accordingly. 
EUROPE. 
FRANCE. 
mumercal Counsellor, 
(*‘Commintell, Paris.’’) 


J Addison. ( 
Paris. 


H.B.M. Eimbassy, 


Capt. Yeames, Acting Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 
Embassy, Paris. (‘‘Commintell, Paris.’’) 

BELGIUM. 

M.B.E., Commercial Secretary. 
Brussels. (*‘Commintell, Bruxelles.”’) 
Belliard, 


R. FF. HH. Duke, 
Belhiard, 


Hi) )=«Wershaw. Commercial 
‘‘‘Commiuntell. 


SWITZERLAND. 


Ss, rue 
Secretary, 8, rue 


Sriussels, Bruxelles.’’) 


J. R. Cahill, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation 
Berne. (¢‘Comminteli. Berne.’’) 
NETHERLANDS. 
ft. V. Laming, Acting Commercial Secretary, 16. Netting- 


straat, The Hague. (‘‘Commintell, Hague.’’) 


DENMARK. 
i. M. Turner, Conimercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation. 
Copenhagen. (‘‘Commintell. Copenhagen.”’ 
NORWAY. 
(. L. Paus, Commercial Secretary, 
Christiania, 


~ 


H.BLM. Legation, 
SPAIN. 
Captain U. de B. Charles, Commercial Secretary. 22. 
Montalban, Madrid. (‘‘Comminvreil, Madrid.’’) 
PORTUGAL. 
(:eoffrey Salis, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Lisbon. 
“ITALY. 
sir E. H. Capel Cure, Commercial Counsellor, 
Embassy, Rome. (‘‘Commintell, Rome.’’) 
W. H. Haslam, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Embassy, 


H.B.M. 


Rome. (‘‘Commintell, Rome.’’) 
GREECE. 
KC. DP. Rawlins, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 


(‘‘Commintell, Athens.’’) 
ROUMANIA. 


A. A. Adams, Commercial Secretary, 33, Strada General 
Gh. Manu (fosta Verde), Bucarest.  (‘‘Comminiell, 
Bucarest.’’) 


Legation, Athens. 


POLAND. 
Acting Commercial Secretary, 
(‘‘Commintell, Warsaw.’’) 
RUSSIA. 
J. Picton Bagge, Commercial Secretary. (Now at Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade.) 
TURKEY. 
Capt. C. H. Courthope-Munroe, Commercial Secretary. 
c/o British High Commissioner, Constantinople. 
(‘“‘Commintell, Constantinople.’’) 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
J. J. Broderick, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Embassy, 
Washington. (‘‘Commintell, Washington.’’) 


Lt.-Col. Maurice Alexander, C.M.G., Acting Commercial 
Secretary, H.B.M. Embassy, Washington. (‘‘Commintell, 
Washington.’’) 


H.B.M. 


R. EK. Kimens, 
Legation, Warsaw. 





Telegraphic addresses are given in brackets. 


LATIN AMERICA. 
ARGENTINA. 
H. O. Chalkiey, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation. 
Buenos Aires. (‘‘Commintell, Buenos Aires.’’) 
Cant. K. C. Buxton, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 
Legation, Buenos Aires. (‘‘Commintell, Buenos Aires,”) 
BRAZIL, 
K. Hambloch, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Rio de Janeiro. (‘‘Commintell, Rio de Janeiro.’’) 
m. Compton, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Rio de Janeiro. (‘‘Commintell, Rio de Janeiro.’’) . 
CHILI. 
W. F. V. Scott, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Santiago. 
CUBA. 


Ee. “EE. Commercial Secretary, 


Lr. Milne, O.B.E., 
Legation, Havana, 
PHERU AND ECUADOR. 

F. W. Manners, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M, Legation, 

Lima. (‘‘Commintell, Lima.’’) 


FAR EAST. 
CHINA. 
H. H. Fox, C.M.G., Commercial Counsellor, H.B.M. Com- 


mercial Counsellor’s Office, Shanghai. (‘‘Commintell.” 
Shanghai.’’) 

i’. A. W. Rose, C.I.E., Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 

Legation, Peking. (‘‘Commintell, Peking.’’) 
HONGKONG. 

Brett, Comimercial Secretary, New Government 

(‘“‘Commintell, Hongkong.’’) 

JAPAN. 

Kk T EF. Crowe, C.M.G., Commercial Counsellor, H.B.M. 
Commercial Counsellor’s Office, Yokohama, (‘‘Commin- 
tell, Yokohama.’’) (Now at Department of Overseas 
Trade.) 

H. A. FF. Horne, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Commer. 


H.B.M. 


_& ? 


Building, Hongkong. 


cial Counsellor’s Office. Yokohama.  (‘‘Commintell, 
Yokohama.’’) 

EGYPT. 
E. H. Mulock, H.M. Commercial Agent, c/o The 


(‘‘Commintell, Cairo.’’) 

AUSTRIA. 

O. S. Phillpotts, O.B.E., H.M. Commercial Commissioner, 
c/o British Embassy, Vienna. 

| BULGARIA. 

Capt. W. B. Heard, Commercial Commissioner, ¢/o British 

Legation, Sofia. 
CZECHO-SLOVANTIA. 

R. H. B. Lockhart, Commercial Commissioner. 

Department of Overseas Trade.) 
GERMANY. 

Col. J. W. F. Thelwell, M.C., Commercial Commissioner, 
British Military Mission, Berlin. (‘‘Britcommissar, 
Berlin.’’) 

T. Robbins. Commercial Commissioner, British Military 
Mission, Berlin. 

Maior C. J. Kavanagh, Commercial Commissioner, Hotel 
Monopole, Cologne. 


Residency, Egypt. 


( Now at 


HUNGARY. 
R. J. KE. Humphrevs, Commercial Commissioner, (Now at 
Department of Overseas Trade.) 
RUSSIA. 
W. Peters, Commercial Commissioner. 
ment of Overseas Trade.) 


(Now at Depart- 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 





and 50 per cent. of the quantity issued during 1919 for all 
other forms of manufacture. 

In conjunction with these restrictions the food Controller 
fecls bound to warn the public that a temporary reduction 
of the domestic sugar ration will be necessary at an early 
date in order to defeat what appears to be concerted action 
on the part of producers to take advantage of the general 
position by raising their prices for early deliveries to no 
less than six or seven times the pre-war level. 

[f the Government were compelled to purchase largely at 
present it would be necessary to raise the retail price in 
this country to over Is. per Ib. 

POTATO SHORTAGE. 

The potate crop of England and Scotland tor 1919 is 
slightly below the average of the last ten years, and is 
200,000 tons below that of 1918. It is considered necessary 
that potatoes should be conserved as tar as possible for food, 
and an Order has accordingly been issued by the Food Con- 
troller, the effect of which is to prohibit the use of any 
potatoes which are fit for human consumption (except 
potatoes which will pass through a 1j in. riddle) for any 
purpose other than planting or food. Such potatoes may 
not be used for making spirits or farina, or for the manu- 
facture of any article which is ordinarily used for any pur- 
pose other than human food. The Order comes into force 
to-dav (lst January), and does not apply to Ireland. 

The Food Controller has also issued an Order called the 
Potatoes (Growers’ Returns) Order, 1919. This provides 
that all growers in Great Britain ot five or more acres of 
potatoes, and all purchasers of five or more acres of pota- 
toes in the ground, shall make a return on or before 10th 
January of their potato crop on official forms to be issued 
for the purpose. These forms will be distributed by the 
Ministry of Food through the divisional food Commis- 
sioners, and when completed are to be returned by the 
srower to the Commissioner. Any such grower or purchaser 
who does not receive a form before 5th January should 
apply to the Ministry of Food (Director of Potato Supplies). 
100. Cromwell Road, London, S.W.7, or to any divisional 
food Commissioner. The official form for England and 
Wales is marked, ‘ Potatoes-A/e 74.’ and for Scotland. 
“Potatoes. Seotland.’? The Order does not apply to Tre- 


land. 








GENERAL SECTION. 





RAILWAYS AND CANALS. 





NOTICE OF INCREASE OF TOLLS, 
RATES AND CHARGES. 

Notice is hereby given pursuant to the Railway and Canal 
Traffic Act, 1888, and the Order of the Board of Trade, 
thereunder dated the 25th day of January, 1889 (so far 
as they may apply) that the Minister of Transport in 
pursuance of his powers under the Ministry of Transport 
Act, 1919, has directed the Railway Companies of the 
United Kingdom, and such Railway Companies accordingly 
intend to inerease the Tolls, Rates and Charges published 
in the Books required by Act of Parliament to be kept for 
public inspection to the extent and in the manner under- 
mentioned, and that the altered Tolls, Rates and Charges 
are to come into force on the 15th day of January, 1920. 

For and on behalf of the Railway Companies of the 
United Kingdom, 

P, H. PRICE, Secretary. 
Railway Clearing House, London. 
P. J. BRENNAN, Secretary, 
Trish Railway Clearing House, Dublin 
Daied the 29th day of December, 1919. 
ALTERATION OF RATES. 
Part I. | 

Descriptions of Merchandise, Additions to the existing 
&e. Tolls. Rates, and Charges. 
(l) Coal. Coke, and Patent 25 per cent. and a fiat rate 
Fuel. addition of 3d. per ton, 
irrespective of distance, 
subject to a minimum 
addition to the existing 
Toll, Rate, or Charge of 
6d. per ton and a maxi- 
mum addition of 2s. per 

ton. 


egret 
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(2) Merchandise in Class A 30 per cent. and a flat rate 


of the General Railway addition of 3d. per ton, 
Classification (other than irrespective of distance, 
Coal and Coke). subject to a minimum 


addition to the existing 
Toll, Rate, or Charge ot 


Gd. per ton and a mavxi- 
mum addition of 2s. per 
ton. 


(3) Merchandise in Class B- 40 per cent. and a flat rate 


ot the General Railway addition of 3d. per ton, 
Classification (other than irrespective of distance, 
Patent Fuel). subject to a minimum 


addition to the existing 
Toll, Rate, or Charge of 
6d. per ton and a maxi- 
mum addition of 3s. per 
ton. 

OO per cent. and 
addition of 64d. 
irrespective of 

60 per cent. and 
addition of Is. 
irrespective of 

60 per cent. 


(4) Merchandise in Class C 
of the General Railway 
Classification. 

(5) Merchandise in Classes 1] 
to 5 of the General Rail- 
way Classification. 

(6) Rolling Stock. 

(7) Live Stock conveyed by  @0 per cent. and a flat rate 
Merchandise train at addition of Ils. per truck 
truck rates. or part truck,  irrespec- 
tive of distance. 

60 per cent. 


a flat rate 
per ton, 

distance. 

a flat rate 
per ton. 

distance. 


(8) Live Stock conveyed by 
Merchandise train at head 
rates, 

(9) Carriages of every de- 60 
scription included in the 
Carriage class contained 
in the General Railway 
Classification (not being 
a carriage adapted and 
used for running on the 
Railway) and Vans and 
Caravans when conveyed 
by Merchandise Train. 

(10) Small Parcels (as de- 
fined in Part VI of the 
Railway Rates and 
Charges Orders) conveyed 
by Merchandise train. 

(11) Returned Empties con- 
veyed by Merchandise ; 
train or by Passenger 
train, or other similar 
service— 

(a) Consigned from one 
consignor to one con- 
signee and conveyed in 
full truck loads, 

(6) In other cases. 

(12) Merchandise and Par- 
cels conveyed by  Pas- 
senger train or other 
similar service (inciuding 
perishable |= Merchandise 
specified in Part V. of 


per cent. with a flat 
rate addition in the case 
of Vans and Caravans of 
2s. 6d. per vehicle ir- 
respective of distance. 


100 per cent. 


5} per cent. 


LOO per cent. 
50 per cent. 


the Railwav Rates and 
Charges Orders, T.ive 


Stock and Vehicies). 

(13) Traffic not faliing with- 
in the foregoing descrip- 
tions conveyed by Mer- 
chandise or bv Passenger 
trains or other~ similar 
service. 


GU per cent. - 


MODIFICATIONS AND EXCEPTIONS. 


(a) Fruit and Vegetables 25 per cent. 
(other than Hothouse 

produce), Eggs, Butter, , 
Cream, Soft-cheese, and 

Poultry, conveyed by 


Passenger train or other 
similar service. 


(4) Potatoes and Vege- 25 per cent. plus the flat 


tables in Class C and rates applicable and here- 
Roots in Classes 8B and iubefore specified, irre- 
C of the General Rail- spective of distance. 


way Classification. 

Fruit, Hay and Straw. 
(Conveyed by  Mer- 

chandise Train in loads 

of 2 tons and upwards.) 
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(c) Merchandise and Live The existing surcharges tor 
— Stock conveyed to and sea transit to be re- 
from Great Britain and duced to the following 
Ireland. amounts :— 
Per ton. 
Merchandise —...... LOs. 
Per head. 
Horses, Mules, 
and other Beasts 
of Burden _....... LOs, 
Cattle and Calves 5s. 
Pigs, Sheep, and 
ca 2s 
Lambs and other 
small Animals... Is. 
(7) Milk (fresh), Manure in’ No increase’ in existing 


bulk, Packed Manure, 
Basic Slag and Lime tor 
agricultural purposes. 


Rates or Charges. 


Part II. 
DESCRIPTION OF SER- ADDITIONS TO THE 
VICE OR ACCOMMO- EXISTING CHARGES. 
DATION. 

(1) Provision of Trucks for 50 per cent. with a = mini- 
the use of Traders when mum charge of 9d. per 
not included in the con- ton. 
veyance rate. 

(2) Collection or Delivery Is. 6d. per ton for Collec- 
of Merchandise conveyed tion. Is, Gd. per ton for 


Delivery, in addition to 
the percentage increases 
of, and flat rate additions 
to, any ‘“‘Collected”’ and/ 
or ‘‘Delivered’’ rate. 
Minimum charge per article 


~~ . 


hy Merchandise train. 


(3) Cloak Rooms. 


In cases where any additioa to the existing Toll, Rate 
or Charge involves a traction of a penny in the Toll, Rate 
or Charge to be charged under this Schedule the fraction, 
if jess than one haltpenny, shall not be charged, and if 
the fraction be one halfpenny or more it shall be charged 
as one penny. 

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT ACT, 1919. 

Notice is hereby given that the Minister of Transport, 
in pursuance of his powers under the Ministry of Trans- 
port Act, 1919, has directed that as from the first day 
of January, 1920, the SUMS set out in the Schedule 
hereto shall be CHARGED in respect of the RATLWAYS 
of ENGLAND and WALES for DETENTION © of 
WAGONS and SHEETS. beyond the periods specified in 
such schedule and that the said sums will be charged 
accordingly. 

By order, 
Railway Clearing House, 23rd December, 1919. 
SCHEDULE. 

Charges to be made for detention of Wagons and Sheets 
before and after transit over the Railway (excluding wagons 
conveying Coal, Coke, and Patent Fuel). 

For each of 
the first two 
davs after the 


expiration of For each 


the free subsequent 
period. day. 
s. d. s.. &. 
Ordinary Wagons... ...... 1... 3.0) + 0 
High Capacity Wagons— 
exceeding 16 and not ex- 
ceeding 20 toms ............ i 0 § 0 
exceeding 20 and not ex- 
ceeding 30 tons ............... 6 0 9 0 
exceeding 30 toms ............. IO 0 15 O 
Specially Constructed Wagons— 
Above 15 and under 20 tons 6 0 9 0 
20 tons and under 30 tons... 12 0 is 0 
30 tons and above ............ 20 0 30 0 
Refrigerator and_ Insulated 
SL >. dcguscngnalmiescnhenbeaeuiawaene 12 0 is 0 
RN siccciicaadas sasha iaciaiensn 0 6 1 0 
FREE PERIODS ALLOWED FOR LOADING OR 
UNLOADING. 


(a) WAGONS SUPPLIED EMPTY FOR LOADING. 

At Stations, Private Sidings, Docks, Wharves, etc. 
One day exclusive of the day on which the wagon 
is placed at the Trader’s disposal. 

(b)LOADED WAGONS AFTER CONVEYANCE. 

(i) At Stations— 

Two days exclusive of the day of receipt by the 
Trader of notice of arrival. 
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(ii) At Ports (Shipment Traffic onlyj— 
Three days exclusive of the day of arrival. 
(iii) At Private Sidings, Docks, Wharves, ete.— 
Two days exclusive of the day on which the 
Wagon is placed at the Trader’s disposal. If 
reloaded an additional day to be allowed. 
(c) REFRIGERATOR VANS AND INSULATED VANS, 
One day exclusive of the day of arrival. 
FREE PERLOD FOR SHERTS. 
The number of days allowed for the return of any cover. 
ing Sheet shall be the same as tor the Wagon with which 
such Sheet was supplied. 





INTERNAL USER. 

Any wagon or sheet used for internal purposes shall be 
deemed to have been detained and the charges specified 
in this Schedule shall be charged in respect of such wagon 
or sheet so used notwithstanding that such user may have 
taken place during the free periods hereinbefore specified, 

NOTICES. 

Notice of arrival may be given verbally or in writing, 

and may be sent by post, telegram, or telephone. 





NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY ACT: 
LICENCES. 

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with Section 1, 

Sub-Section 7, of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 1918, 
and No. Il of the Statutory Rules and Orders No. 265 of 
1918 Non-Ferrous Metal Industry, that licences under the 
Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act have been granted by the 
Board of Trade to undermentioned companies or 
individuals : — 
Brazil Trading Company, 21, Mincing Lane, E.C, 3. 
Doleoath Mine, Limited, Camborne, Cornwall. 
Hainsworth, Joseph Henry, 4, Lansdowne .Place, Warwick 

Road, Coventry. 


Hardy, William Hunter, 29, Wyndham Street, Marylebone, 
Wake 
Jemmett, T. F. and Co., 7, Union Court, Old Broad Street, 


B.C. 2. 

RETAIL BUSINESS (LICENSING) ORDER, 
1918. 

By an Order dated 26th Decomber, the Ministry ot Labour 

the Retail Business (Licensing) Order, 1918, 


has revoked 


and the Retail Business (Licensing) Order, 1919, as from 
the 3lst December. This revocation shall not affect and 


shall be deemed not to have affected the previous operation 
of the said orders or the validity of any action taken there 
under, or any penalty or punishment incurred in respect 
of any contravention or failure to comply with any provision 
of the said orders, or any proccedings or remedy in respect 
of any such penalty or punishment. 


et 
— 


Commercial Returns. 


COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
THE WEEKLY RETURN. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom 
during the week and 52 weeks ended 25th December, 




















1919:— 

| Week 52 Weeks Week 52 Weeks 

| ended | ended ended | ended 
— 25th Deco., 25th TDec., || 25th Dec., | 25th Dec., 

1919. | 1919. 1919. 1919. 

IMPORTS. Expo)RTs. 

Bales. | Beles. Bales. | Bales. 
American @ --| 27,557 | 2,867,576 2,659 54,952 
Brazilian oo col S888 | 29,166 29] 2 365 
East Indian .. 2 826 149,764 3012 68,003 
Egyptian .. ..| 13,150 582,301 || —‘1,382 84,388 
Miscellaneous. 806% — 264,434¢)) 1,185 21,914 
Total _.| 47,224 3,886,244 || 8,529 231 672 

















“Including 294 bales British West African. 

+Including 7,282 bales British West Indian, 14,612 hales 
British West African, 21,104 bales British East Africai, 
and 5,212 bales Foreign East African. 


ee 
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